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Paine Artistry is a community of artists working jointly in a 
charged environment to encourage and inspire artistic growth. 

Bringing artists together to create bigger art is their specialty! 
Started by artists and best friends, Karim Staine and Maurice 

Porcher, Paine Artistry understands that the pathway of all 
creatives is usually an arduous one. Their mantra - “Own Your 

Struggle” - speaks directly to their own journey from lyricist 
and producer/manager to CEOs of an artist collaborative. 

Karim and Maurice’s history of working together to 
achieve their own dreams is the reason why the support 
and showcasing of artists is at the core of what Paine 
Artistry is about. Allowing artists to express their 
struggles and successes on Paine Artistry’s 
platforms is meant to inspire others who are 
experiencing similar obstacles. Karim (music 
producer, photographer) specializes in 

spotting and cultivating talented creatives, 
enabling them to see their full potential. 

Maurice aka ‘Moe the Mos’ (writer, 
author, poet, lyricist) is a visionary 
artist who is also creating a first of its 
kind art series that will be surfacing 
soon on a streaming service.

With several projects in the works, 
Paine Artistry is poised to unveil their 
inaugural campaign entitled ‘Body 
Art Soul’. Body Art Soul is a concept 
of what it feels like to be Black in 
America through the eyes of Black artists 

(see images on page 6 for a preview). 
Following in the footsteps of B.A.M. (Black 
Arts Movement), Paine Artistry produced 
an all-black ensemble of artists to bring this 
multifaceted project to fruition. From Body Paint, 
to custom sneakers, to a superhero comic series, 

Body Art Soul delivers on so many levels! 

Follow them at @paineartistry on Instagram, YouTube,  
and Facebook, and at @pil_podcast on Twitter. 
Their website is www.paineartistry.com 
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Sherelle Holder is the lead stylist and owner of Karibbean 
Kinks Natural Hair Salon located in Capitol Heights, 
MD. Sherelle has been a loctician and natural hairstylist 
for over 15 years. Born and raised in Trinidad and 
Tobago, she moved to the United States in 2002 at 
the age of 15. Originally on track to be a nurse, 
Sherelle discovered her passion was providing 
natural hair services. Karibbean Kinks was 
founded in February 2012 to solve the needs 
of kinky textured women, men, and children 
searching for excellent and knowledgable 
professionals. “I am ready and willing to 
share everything that I know to other 
individuals who want to learn new and 

creative natural hair techniques.”

www.KaribbeanKinks.com

Hair | Sherelle Holder
Karibbean Kinks

Capitol Heights, MD

@HairByRelle at @Karibbeankinks
Royal | Manina  - @OnlyManina

Photography | NayMarie
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COMMUNITY 
SPOTLIGHT: 
JORGE VASQUEZ, ESQ. 
Jorge Vasquez is a second generation Nuyorican and a proud 
product of Manhattan’s Lower East Side. He earned his Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degree from the University at Albany, a Juris Doctorate from Seton 
Hall University School of Law, and an LL.M. in trial and advocacy from Basely 
School of Law, Temple University. 

During law school, Jorge served as a student mediator, representing pro se litigants with pending 
employment discrimination claims before the Southern District of New York. He also participated in 
the Immigrant Rights/International Human Rights Clinic where he successfully represented a detained 
Guatemalan national before an Article I Judge. Recently, Jorge was an Agency Attorney with the New 
York City Commission on Human Rights where he was responsible for enforcing New York City’s Human 
Rights Law. Prior to the Commission, Jorge was a housing attorney with Legal Services NYC, the nation’s 
largest provider of free civil representation.

Jorge is a lifelong advocate. Because of his dedication and leadership to the community, during his 
undergraduate, he received the President’s Award for Leadership. In law school, he was the recipient of 
the Adeline Lillian Memorial Award for making the law school experience more life-affirming for others 
through compassionate contributions to the community. Recently, he was named the New York County 
Bar Association’s Young Lawyer’s Division, Star of the Bar. Keep up with Jorge at @JorgeVasquezNYC!
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I think that one of the greatest issues that has challenged the melanindigenous people 
of the planet is that we don’t innerstand the relationship when it comes to interacting 
with the collective group of people known as Caucasian. We speak of enslavement, 
imperialism, colonialism, oppression, Jim Crow, apartheid, race wars, etc. Those are 
all wrong ways to look at the relationship for one obvious and constantly overlooked 
reason. Caucasians don’t consider themselves the same species as any other humans on the 
planet. They’ve said it repeatedly and shown it repeatedly. They have documented it themselves 
and they celebrate it. Therefore, their interactions with other humans should be correctly 
innerstood in the same way that you see them deal with other species on the planet, be it animal 
or plant. Domestication.

Who better to make it plain than the melanindigenous people who were enslaved in the 
Americas? They were literally fed in troughs, chained, caged, rode upon, bred, taken to vets 
for treatment, forced into labor, and experimented on. Their diet, living quarters, names, silly 
clothes, etc. were all decided for them. Domestication.

Change your whole thinking about what is happening because if you realize that the approach 
being applied to you is domestication, it allows you to be clear on what to expect and how to 
engage. It reminds you that the people you’re dealing with don’t even consider you human, 
so why cry foul when they treat you inhumanely?! Do they negotiate rights with cows and 
chickens? No, they do it FOR them. Simple logic says that the same carries for how they consider 
melanindigenous people. History and modern practice vividly illustrate the logic.

They are well aware that we are thinking beings, but they are convinced that their way of thinking 
is unreachable for us, thus they are superior and we are not deserving of their “privileges.” It 
comes from an ego deeply rooted in fear and insecurity (scarcity). It has insulated itself by 
redefining what success actually is, to avoid the shame of inadequacy/failure, and/or having 
to do the work of being responsible and accountable for real success. Real success would be 
achieving spiritual maturity as a living being and fulfilling your greatest contributions. So, 
I actually agree with the assessment that their way of thinking is unreachable for us, I just 
disagree that it’s superior. I don’t think we’re able to debase ourselves consistently enough to 
match their willingness to create terror and depravity, through coercion, deception, division, 
disruption, torture, and weaponizing everything they “discover.” It should be obvious that we 
shouldn’t even try to “beat them at their own game.” It’s exactly what they love for us to try to 
do. Whether we beg for it, fight for it, vote for it, protest for it, strike for it…as long as we want 
what they have, they are satisfied, because it ultimately DEFINES them as the goal, value, and 
access provider. Think of a pet. It has been conditioned to believe it should not (or cannot) 
live outside of its master’s boundaries. Thus, it shifts its idea of success to getting factory made 
treats, pats, and rubs. But if it doesn’t pee where the master says, that pet gets attacked. If it 
drinks water from the wrong place, attacked. If it doesn’t sit, speak, or be quiet when and where 
it’s told, attacked. Roll over. Play dead. Domestication.

For us to engage in it at any level is to accept inferiority as the entry point and 
domestication as the context. I’ve been told that you can be successful in this system 

By  Jashua Sa’Ra
SEPARATION > DOMESTICATION
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dCarrie is figuring things out one adventure at a time, occasionally sharing with the interwebs. Follow her podcast, Travel 
N Sh!t, at youtube.com/c/dCarrieTV and on social media at @_dcarrie.

With the holidays fast approaching, 
money is on our minds. From gifts for 
friends and family to outfits and bills 
for holiday festivities, we anticipate 
spending more than we’d like this time 

of year. The holidays also mean many of us 
will be spending more on our travel as well. 
With many of us roaming the planet to be 
with loved ones during the season, flights 
and accommodations are costing us more. 
We don’t like it, but we expect it. This season, 
keep a few things in mind to help keep your 
sanity during this financially draining time. 

First off, YOU’RE GROWN. You don’t have to 
do anything you don’t want to. If that means 
not buying gifts to keep from breaking the 
bank, stand firm in that. Consider gifting 
experiences instead. Remember the last 
incredible tour you took on that magical trip 
in Bali? It’s likely the city you’re in has a 
multitude of activities that can be booked 
in or near your neighborhood. Instead 
of spending on individual gifts, 
consider booking an activity you 
can all enjoy as a family. Many 
hosts will offer a group rate 
if you’re booking out large 
enough parties. 

Book your travel in advance. Last minute is fun 
for an exciting getaway, but chances are your 
people haven’t moved. Grama and Pop still on 
the same block and your aunt’s building is still 
standing with her in it. If you plan on traveling 
home to be with loved ones for the holidays, 
book early and save yourself the headache of 
last-minute prices on top of holiday prices. 

Don’t forget that flying is not your only option 
for many destinations. The bus and train may 
be longer rides but will get you there for much 
cheaper. If you drive, dare I say it... drive at 
night. I’m no stranger to a solo road trip and 
leaving at midnight or later has saved me 
hours in traffic. Off peak hours are always 
the best times to travel, the same as they 
are generally the least expensive. Before you 
commit to just “spending more” this holiday, 
commit to spending wisely. If throwing money 
on the matter is your solution, make sure 

that money works as best it can. And don’t 
forget to buy Black. 

Check out dCarrie.com for tips on 
apps and resources to help with all 

things travel related. 

By  dCarrieHOLIDAY TRAVEL & MINDFUL SPENDING 
Solo TravelWHAT I CAN OFFER:
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There is no love like Black love; Cosby show 
or Good Times, hand in hand or yelling over 
Spades games, going to the Church or to the 
Mosque, single parent home, or huge family: 
our love is a love that is admired and revered. 
We see imagery celebrating our love using social 
media in ways that has not been celebrated 
before and we also see energies being put 
into us learning how to love ourselves. How, I 
wonder, do we teach our children to love? Love 
themselves, their ancestors, their families, and 
their people throughout the Diaspora? How do 
we make Black love relevant for our Melanated 
children?

Sankofa is the answer! The Ashanti Adinkra 
symbol meaning to “go back and get it” or a 
more detailed description in context to this 
article could be, “Always remember the past, 
for therein lies the future, if forgotten… we 
are destined to repeat it.” Adults, parents 
especially, are the models for Black love and 
for Sankofa; modeling is the foundation for 
education. 

Love for the Past
Knowledge: Truth must be taught to our 
children in order for them to learn the past. 
This looks like talking about the family 
members whose blood runs in their veins. We 
give thanks for those who came before because 
without their lives, we would not be here. 
We love them for living their lives and for 
procreating so that we can stand here today.
Wisdom: Wisdom must be gained from analysis 
of what our ancestors went through. This looks 
like explaining to our children the hardships 
and triumphs that our ancestors experienced. 
We must take time to really expound upon the 
processes our ancestors undertook in order to 
survive the oppressive forces so that we can 
learn from and apply those formulas today. 

Understanding: Through knowledge and 
wisdom, we can gain a level of understanding. 
The Five Percent of The Nation of Islam tell 
us that understanding is the best part! That 
is because through understanding comes 
application, through understanding comes a 
difference in our behaviors, our actions, and 
through understanding comes change. We 
want to instill the love of our ancestors in our 
children to ensure that they can change the 
future, so we do not repeat the past. Through 
our children we can create the future we dream 
of. 

Love for the Present
Knowledge: I often encounter people who 
wonder if we are overexposing our children to 
the world. They forget about children as young 
as seven and eight years who were running 
Kingdoms. Lest we forget, King Tut (Europeans 
have made him the most famous king because 
they stole all of his burial rights) was 9 years 
young when he ascended the throne! Our 
children are our ancestors returned and they 
will rise to the expectations and supports we 
put upon them. Share with them the real and 
learn from them.
Wisdom: Within sharing with children, we 
must humble ourselves before our children 
by listening to them. They are very 
connected to Spirit and will tell us 

By  Janelle Naomi
FOR THE LOVE OF CHILDREN
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All over the interwebs, there are memes floating around saying things like, “Would 
you prefer $1M or an 800 credit score?” It’s sending everyone into a tizzy, especially 
within the Black community. Our collective history with money has rarely been 
focused on the importance of generational wealth due to a large percent of us either 
playing catch-up in this game called Capitalism or expressing our financial successes 
through flashy materialism. When the fundamentals of wealth retention are unknown, 

it’s highly unlikely that the intricacies are known. To ease the debate, a great credit score 
is important but cash is currently still king.

How Credit is Used Credit was once only important when 
applying for credit cards, mortgages, or loans. Now your credit may be 
checked when starting utility services, such as electricity or cellular 
services, or even when applying for a job, particularly if it’s in finance, 
upper management, or executive positions. The purpose of credit, 
though, is for it to be used as a measuring tool for your capability to 
spend borrowed funds and pay those funds back speedily or on-time (preferably both), but, if 
you have your own cash, there’s no need to borrow someone else’s. If you need to utilize credit 
cards or loans, it’s important to be responsible when borrowing someone else’s funds.

Most people go into debt because they borrow what they need verse what they can handle 
paying back. If you purchase a $600k home and your mortgage is $3k per month but you can 
only afford $1.8k per month, you will drown. Not only will you harm your credit by missing 
payments, but eventually you’ll lose your home and it will all be for nothing (it’s the similar 
equivalency of paying rent but you just get to say you temporarily owned the home).

Maintaining Good Credit Be diligent. Your credit card 
balances should never surpass 30% of your limit ($5k credit card 
means your balance should never go above $1,500). Pay as much as 
you can each month, but definitely make your minimum payment on 
time - this means know your due dates. If you have multiple cards, 
pay your minimums on one, and work on zero balancing one card. 
Then work on the next and so on. Reducing your balances and usage will incrementally increase 
your rating. Use credit tracker apps to help you stay on task.

Keep the Cash Flowing While building credit, also build your bank account. If you 
were to purchase the $600k house and had 50% to put down verses the 5-10% minimum, your 
monthly payments would be less and you’ll own your house before your grandchildren are in 
college. Start wherever you’re at and with whatever you can afford. $50 each week obviously 
builds faster, but $5 each week still looks better than zero. Focus your efforts on building wealth 
from funds that you control (working for someone else is great but that shouldn’t be your sole 
income). If you love or need your job, keep it, but build something that is yours. Build so that 
the generations after you won’t have to rely on how well they can pay back borrowed 
funds. Teach them how to build and maintain their own.

CASH VS CREDIT WHO WINS THE DEBATE ABOUT WHICH 
ONE IS CURRENTLY MORE RELEVANT?
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(Continued on Page 30)
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SUPPORTING EACH OTHER AND LOVING OURSELVES ARE NOT REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS, THEY ARE 
BASIC NEEDS THAT HAPPEN MULTIDIMENSIONALLY. WE ARE AMAZING ALONE, BUT WE HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN STRONGEST TOGETHER. WE ARE “#BLACK LOVE.” THESE ARE OUR COLLECTIVE STORIES.

ROYALS | M’SHARI WHALEY & JAYMISON BEVERLY - @UNIQUELYWIREDM & @JAYMISONBEVERLY
PHOTOGRAPHY | NAYMARIE - @IAMNAYMARIE
MAKEUP | COCO - @__BRUSHQUEEN
ADORNMENTS & HAIR | @UNIQUELYWIREDM 
BROOKLYN, NY

BLACK LOVE



Concept & Photography - AJ Browne for 
Bymsha Browne Photography - 
@BymshaBrownePhotography

Royal, Makeup, Hair, Avant Garde 
Wardrobe Stylist, and Creative 

Director | Nori Rane - 
@noriranemua

Brooklyn, New York

THE ORIGIN
Concept & Photography - AJ Browne for 
Bymsha Browne Photography - 
@BymshaBrownePhotography
Royal | Olivier Lucenay - @fit4blast
Makeup, Avant Garde Wardrobe Stylist, and Creative 
Director | Nori Rane - @noriranemua
Brooklyn, New York

KNOWLEDGE  OF 
SELF IS SELF LOVE



Photography | @imperialfilm
Royals | @Aprils.Rain & @Maliquelee_

Designer | @Javonantwan
New Jersey

YOKED Film | Spears Tip,  Produced by LJE Model Agency - @ljemodelagency
Actors | Windela & Boma Akpore - @iamwindela @bomaakpore 
Videographer | Gerald Deus - @thedeusexperience2 
Makeup | Porcelin Mattel - @porcelainmattel
Styling & Promotional Image | Looks by Lunden - @looksbylunden
Writer/Director | Travis Bivans - @travis.bivans
New York

SPEARS TIP



Photography | Nestlè Snipes - @nestlesnipes_; @hyltonimages
Royals | Hernandez & Shahidah Estelus

Photography | Nestlè Snipes - @nestlesnipes_; @hyltonimages
Royals | Hernandez & Shahidah Estelus

A GOAL



Delliz K. Hazell is a culinary mastermind fluent in vegan, organic, kosher, and gluten free cuisine. Her plates and desserts 
are not only gorgeous to look at, but pleasing to your mouth and fuel for your body. To hire Delliz for your private 
chef, catering, or consultation needs, or to just follow her cooking journey, visit her website www.DellizHazell.com!

Follow Chef Delliz on IG 
@chefdellizhazell!

Ingredients:
1 can (15 Oz) chickpeas (drained)
1 Cup chopped onion
5 Cloves finely chopped garlic
2 tablespoons finely chopped parsley
2 tablespoons finely chopped scallion
2 teaspoon cumin
4-6 tablespoons flour
Grapeseed oil for frying
Salt and pepper to taste
For Israeli rice salad:
1 small cucumber (diced)
1 medium tomato (diced)
1 small red onion (sliced)
1 medium carrot (grated or small slices)
1/4 cup fresh parsley (finely chopped)
3 cloves garlic (finely chopped)
2 Cups cooked rice (cooled)
1 fresh squeezed lemon
Olive oil and Salt and pepper to taste

Recipe:
1. Add chickpeas, onion, garlic, parsley, 
scallion, and cumin to food processor, mix/
pulse until thoroughly combined. You’re 
looking for a crumbly dough, not a paste.
2. Add flour 1 tbsp at a time and pulse/mix 
to combine until no longer wet and you can 
mold the dough into a ball without it sticking 
to your hands.
3. Transfer to a mixing bowl, cover and 
refrigerate for 30 minutes to 2 hours til firm.
4. Once chilled, scoop out rounded tablespoon 
amounts and roll into balls.
5. In hot vegetable oil on medium heat, fry 
falafel balls for 5-7 minutes or until golden 
brown.
Salad: In a large bowl, combine rice, vegetables 
and herbs. Toss with olive oil and fresh lemon 
juice. Add salt and pepper to taste. Serve next 
to freshly made falafel and hummus (optional).

FALAFEL WITH ISRAELI RICE SALAD

with Delliz theChef
Vegan Fun C
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When some people hear the name Michael Jai 
White  (MJW) they think of movies like Why Did 
I Get married or Black Dynamite. When we hear 
Michael Jai White, we think of Spawn, Blood and 
Bone, Tyson, and Triple Threat. He is our go-to 
whenever we need a martial arts fix. From Jim 
Kelly to Wesley Snipes to Michael Jai White, the 
Black martial artist has always been approached 
with the “is he that nice in real life?” question. 
Short answer: Yes.

Michaeal Jai White trains intensively to be 
one of the best martial artists period. He has 
black belts in 8 different styles - Shōtōkan, 
Goju-Ryu, Taekwondo, Kobudō, Tang Soo Do, 
Wushu, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, and Kyokushin. 
Take a stroll through his films, or hell his 
instagram page often featuring his wife and 
previous Taji Mag fitness feature, Gillian 
White, to see him in action.

With all of these accomplishments, one of MJW’s proudest achievements is when he taught 
emotionally disturbed junior high school children for three years. Soon after, he was bit by the 
acting bug. With a lack of diversity is Hollywood across the board, Michael has made it a point 
to star in a produce action films with diverse narratives and killer fight scenes. 

On November 9, 2019 in New York City at the red carpet recepton for the 2019 Urban Action 
Showcase & Expo, Michael Jai White received “The Mantle of the Black Dragon” from the 
original Black Dragon, Grandmaster Ron Van Clief, as well as Don the Dragon Wilson, the 
Lady Dragon, the Last Dragon, and the Council of Martial Arts Masters. 

MICHAEL JAIFI
T
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Photos (bottom) by NayMarie Certificate Designed by TheOneWillFocus

http://www.DellizHazell.com


Rufus and Jenny Triplett have traveled the word sprinkling marriage gems to the masses. 
Married for 29 years, the Tripletts have gained a wealth of life experiences. Together, they 

wrote and independently sold over 100k copies of their book, have been featured at high profile 
speaking engagements, and bring a unique perspective as both veterans and Muslims.

Taji Mag: What has nearly 30 years of marriage taught you two about communication with one 
another?
Jenny and Rufus Triplett: 30 years of marriage has taught us that we have learned each other 
over the years and gelled together. We have a lot of the same thoughts at the same time. We 
finish each other’s sentences. We know when to lay back and not to push. It’s like an extra 
sensory vibe.
 
TM: You have co-written a best-selling book, “Surviving Marriage in the 21st Century - 13 
Easy Tips That Can Help You Get to 20 Years and Beyond.” What advice do you give to budding 
couples who have reached the ‘I love you but can’t stand to look at your face right now’ level of 
their relationship?

JRT: Couples trying to get to the ‘we’re just so totally happy’ and thinking that they won’t 
ever not stand their mates at times…naaah. It doesn’t go away. There will still be times that 
your mate gets on your nerves and you can’t stand to be in the same room with them, but the 
frustrations pass more quickly the longer you are married.
 
TM: As partners in marriage and business, how do you balance personal time, family time, and 
work time?
JRT: We’ve had several entrepreneurial ventures since we got married. We raised three boys 
while being in business. It takes teamwork and thank goodness our kids were disciplined enough 
for us to be able to get our work done. We are creative people so we’re always bouncing ideas 
off on one another. We do totally shift things off at times to just chill, travel and enjoy, watch 
a movie and be in the present. Our extended families have learned to enjoy our presence when 
we have time. We make a lot of the important events.
 
TM: What is on the horizon for the Triplett duo? What engagements or projects are you currently 
working on? 
JRT: We feel blessed to be able to do the work that we do and it takes us around the world. We 
will be speaking on marriage and divorce at a global conference in Paris in December. We also 
are releasing a Surviving Marriage Couples Card Game. And hopefully when we finally have the 
time, we will start production on our short film.

This dynamic duo will be celebrating 30 years of marriage in 2020 by traveling to Africa 
for the 400 year of Return to Ghana. Keep up with their journey on Instagram at 
@RufusAndJenny and be sure to visit their website, rufusandjennytriplett.com, to 
purchase books, listen to their podcast, see tour dates, and more!

POWER COUPLE

Rufus & 
Jenny
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Jashua Sa-Ra is a communications artist that uses hosting, writing, graphic design, wholistic healing, and workshops to 
contribute to a healthy functioning community. www.JASHUASARA.com | @Earthiopian

without supporting or endorsing its corrupt nature. OK. No. At best, that is lazy thinking. 
At worst it is being dishonest to yourself. Can you be the cook on a slave ship and claim no 
accountability for sustaining the system of slavery, saying that you’re only feeding people, not 
hurting anyone?

It is a capitalist mindset that would say it is more important to make money than be concerned 
about the effects of what is done to get it. Capitalism should ALWAYS be read as “scarcity 
rules.” However, we are an abundance-oriented people. We take care of each other, even when 
it seems like we don’t have enough for ourselves. So, to make a living in a scarcity-based system 
is in complete opposition to our nature. It’s like making eagles believe they must learn to swim 
in the ocean to be successful. We’re way more adaptable than eagles though. Meaning we’ve 
been given an impossible situation, and yet continuously find ways to come through it shining. 
What if eagles did learn to swim, but stopped flying to do so? And did so for generations on 
generations, until there were eagles who never flew, only swam. Competing with actual aquatic 
animals would inherently always put them at a disadvantage in this environment. What if they 
started reading books by successful fish, and watching videos on how to be power swimmers? 
What if the fish convinced them the sky was death because, for the fish, it is?

I’m saying all this to make the unpopular point that for melanindigenous people to actually 
be “free,” it has to be outside of the western system. Anything within it is disrespectful to our 
ancestry and a mockery of our true purpose and range of abilities. You can’t out-beast the beast. 
And you shouldn’t want to be a favored and pampered pet. Separation has historically yielded 
us the best results, so our primary energies should be focused on how to make that viable - as 
quickly as possible. No matter the level of difficulty, it is the only option that allows any chance 
for us to enjoy our full autonomy and sovereignty. Anything less is to accept that we will allow 
someone else (who is proven hostile) to perpetually design and enforce the rules, whether they 
follow the same rules or not. When does a “master” ever follow the same rules it makes for the 
“pet?” Earthiopians unite!

Separation > Domestication (Continued from Page 10)
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I had been waiting to see the film Waves since the premiere of the trailer because it 
presented something that I thought should be discussed within the Black community 
- the depth and results of Black love. Waves delivered on its message in a way that 
was different and insightful. Taji Mag was invited to an advanced screening of the 
film with some of the stars.  

In the beginning, the film focuses on Tyler Williams (portrayed by Kelvin Harris Jr.), a teenage boy with a 
promising wrestling career who lives in a middle-class household with both parents (father portrayed by 
Sterling K. Brown and mother portrayed by Renee Elsie Goldberry), a sister (portrayed by Taylor Russell), 
and has a beautiful girlfriend. In most cases, this young teen would seem to have it all but, in fact, he 
struggles to understand that it is okay to not be okay. His father consistently pushes him every day to work 
hard in the gym, on his schoolwork, and at contributing to the family construction business. 

Then life starts throwing him curve balls. He has a nagging shoulder injury that is discovered to be career 
threatening and his girlfriend has become pregnant. He starts to go into a decline, using drugs and alcohol 
to masquerade his struggles. This is all in fear of him letting down his father who stresses the work a Black 
man needs to put in just to be average.

Sterling K. Brown discussed the viewpoint of the father in the film stating, “Things can be fleeting and what 
is here today, is not promised for tomorrow. The way in which we as Black men can be perceived is different 
than our white counterparts and making sure that my children [in the film] are armed with which they 
can be perceived in this world and how they have to fight so many negative expectations just to be seen as 
equal.”  

Later in the film, it is revealed that a devastating event caused the father’s tough love. The father himself was 
dealing with unresolved issues and, in turn, externalized it. A common issue among men is how issues that 
aren’t addressed lead to actions that have negative effects on their family and future generations. We also 
saw the flaws in the other characters, which is something that every family 
has, but could’ve been avoided had those issues been addressed. 

Waves is a must-see film that really touches on topics within Black families 
that go unspoken. More than just the dynamics of love, more than just the 
importance of mental health but the reality of how all these topics need to 
be addressed. There are many ways to deal with these issues but first there 
needs to be acknowledgment and a plan to address them. I think Waves 
shows the results of failure to address the internal issues. Some of us have 
already faced the undesired outcomes, and are still struggling with them 
today, but, hopefully, we - especially those in the Black community - can 
take action without casualties, getting locked up, or being exiled from the 
family.  

Waves released in theaters everywhere November 15th, 2019.

WAVES EXPLORES THE DYNAMICS AND EFFECTS OF BLACK LOVE

Dapper Dr. Feel is a burgeoning Southern gentleman looking for love in all the wrong places while applying to medical 
school. He volunteers with autism awareness projects and hopes to mentor other young Black men. Join him on facebook 
and twitter at @DapperDrFeel.
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when things make Divine sense. They benefit from being listened to but more than anything, 
our children benefit from modeling. If we want Melanated children to love themselves, we as 
adults are absolutely and unequivocally required to love ourselves, our past and our futures, 
our Divine Light and our Eternal Darkness. We must be in balance and in love with it all as a 
model for our youth. 
Understanding: Again, understanding is application, action, and in-the-moment-guidance. We 
see evidence of how we love ourselves by our interactions with others. They are our reflections 
and if we do not see love in others, we are missing some opportunities to more deeply love 
ourselves. Compounded upon this is the modeling that we do for our children. In moments 
where our children are not rising to the highest level that we know they are capable of, we have 
an opportunity to guide them, a teachable moment to ask them questions that will lead them 
to evolve and determine the correct path for loving themselves, and therefore every reflection 
they encounter, with fidelity. 

Love for the Future
Knowledge: No one can have love for the future if they do not feel love for where they are 
presently. Love for the present will grow from deep roots of love for the past. The purpose of 
children in any society is to know the needs of the society and be developed in a way that will 
develop the society and community that they are a part of. Children must know what is going 
on presently so that they can develop the futures that we dream of.
Wisdom: Through love of self, children will develop a wisdom to observe what our community 
needs based on the reflective interactions they have and create innovative ways to bring those 
things to our community. This way of bringing community needs to the community may not 
look like what we in the community are used to. Mutually beneficial is the respect that elders 
have for the youth to continue guiding them to love themselves and trust themselves by listening 
to their inner voice.
Understanding: A Tanzanian proverb states, “Work with the clay while it is still wet”. When 
we think of how children can love themselves, we must mold it into them in their formative 
years. We must allow the childhood years to be a time of forming within them a deep love and 
respect of the past, for both the ancestors who brought us here and the circumstances that made 
those ancestors who they were. We must cultivate within our children love for what is currently 
shaping them as well as pour into them our dreams of the future so that they will build our 
dreams and make them a reality. 

For the Love of Children (Continued from Page 12)
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Janelle Naomi is a passionate educator of ten years who has taught in preschool, elementary school, and 
middle school. Keep up with Janelle’s endeavors via her website JanelleNaomi.com. | @JanelleNaomi.

FOR THE BABIES

On November 13th, Antwaun Sargent brought four of the artists from his 
book, The New Black Vanguard: Photography between Art and Fashion, 
to have an unapologetic conversation about photography, art, fashion, 
telling Black narratives from Black perspectives, and eliminating racial 
barriers. The discussion, hosted at BAM Rose Cinemas in Brooklyn, NY 
and powered by Aperture, was a candid look into the experiences of artists 
Arielle Bobb-Willis, Micaiah Carter, Tyler Mitchell, and Dana Scruggs.
“The New Black Vanguard is contemporary Black fashion photography that 
is inclusive and reflective of a wider world—in terms of skin color, body 
type, performativity of gender, and class—and also captures, celebrates, 
and expands the notions of beauty and agency.” — Antwaun Sargent

Antwaun first spoke with Dana Scruggs who was singing my life with her 
words – catering to a European aesthetic early in her career, then scraping 

that to uplift Black imagery and narratives, to self-publishing a magazine, to being vegan and joyous when 
clients provide the appropriate meals. I appreciated her representing the Black woman photographer 
perspective in totality. From people assuming that we’re not the photographer at all to second-guessing our 
methods to generally being 1 in 20+ to having to hold all other Black women photographers on our backs 
when we break a barrier, Dana spoke our truth. She became the first Black woman to ever photograph the 
cover of ESPN’s Body Issue in 2018, and, later that year, she became the first Black person to photograph 
the cover of Rolling Stone in its 50-year history.
 
Micaiah Carter blessed us with the importance of immortalizing the Black family through photography. He 
took us on a quick vintage journey that had everyone laughing and reminiscing. He noted the importance 
of capturing us as we are and how timeless we are. He has photographed the likes of Tracey Ellis Ross, 
Michael B Jordan, Taraji P. Henson, Ryan Destiny, and Pharell Williams. He spoke on how the industry will 
try to box you in if you photograph too many Black people. He’s proven he’s boundless though.
 
Arielle Bobb-Willis got real about the art of photography being a healing tool for mental health. The 
freedom to conceptualize an image from all aspects and then make it come to life can truly make you feel 
whole. She spoke on how it helps her work through depression and her intentionally capturing us in all 
forms, shapes, sizes, and moods. Her use of color and color blocking draws you into her world.
 
Tyler Mitchell came and took over for a minute. He did a monologue explaining each image from a slide 
show of his work. His mission was to showcase Black bodies existing, having everyday fun, and he smashed 
it. After his slide of a Flawless Beyonce, he played a video that hadn’t been premiered in New York. It was 
Black boys playing in the water, skateboarding, hula hooping, riding bikes, all at half speed so you’re really 
able to be immersed in their joy.
 
The panel gathered at the end for a bit of Q&A and then headed to BAMCafe for the book signing and 
to continue the conversation. Get your copy of The New Black Vanguard: Photography between Art and 
Fashion from www.aperture.org/shop/the-new-black-vanguard.

A LOOK INTO THE NEW BLACK VANGUARD: 
PHOTOGRAPHY BETWEEN ART AND FASHION

NayMarie is a published photographer and retoucher, based in New York City, who captures the essence of Black art and 
Black culture. Her combined love for beauty and her community birthed the publication Taji Mag which embodies the 
positive Pan-African experience and encourages us to love ourselves as we are. | NayMarie.com @iamnaymarie
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A Taste of T Beauty Supply | www.atotsalonbeauty.com
   Your beauty and grooming needs at your fingertips. Use code BEAUTY493 for 10% off

A Taste of T Salon | www.atotsalon.com
   A private suite salon, specializing in locs, hair color, and wig repair services

Mel’s Butter Blends | www.melsbutterblends.com
   Mel’s Butter Blends creates natural products for full-body use, made primarily from aloe + mango butter

Starilized | www.starilized.com
   Focuses on bringing creative ideas to life. All items are tribal-inspired and handmade 

Ancestral Strands | www.ancestralstrands.com
   Braid shop and brand specializing in traditional and modern African Braid styles

Adeyemi Artistry | www.adeyemiartistry.com
   Unique cultural art events, high quality poetry books, and an array of poetic greetings cards

Bdazzled Art and Designs | www.facebook.com/bdazzledartanddesigns
   Unique art business that consistently promotes motivation and inspiration to its supporters

Melanin On The Map | www.melaninonthemap.com
   An app dedicated to travelers of color for information, inspiration, and motivation to explore

Crown Inspired | www.instagram.com/crowninspired
   Crown Inspired™ is a lifestyle brand that produces parasols, umbrellas and detached hoods

Pink MahogHany Fragrances | www.pinkmahoghany.etsy.com
   A niche fragrance house, from personal fragrances to aromatherapy for both the home and vehicle

Everything but the Dress | www.everythingbtd.com
   Bridal boutique based in Dallas specializing in bridal gifts and accessories

Your Queens | www.instagram.com/yourqueens.ent
   The first African Royalty Character and Costume Entertainment Company

Bronx Bound Books | www.bronxboundbooks.com 
   Bronx Bound Books is a bookmobile traveling to various locations hosting literacy events

Lnee Research & Development | www.lneerd.org
   Offering professional development solutions for both job seekers and companies

Earthiopia Works | www.jashuasara.com
   High quality, immersive arts-based events that are socially relevant and culturally sensitive

BLACK BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTS 3 2

Photography | NayMarie - 
@iamnaymarie
Royal | Fran - @theartoffran
Makeup | Coco - @__brushqueen
Crown | Haus of Bishop - 
@hausofbishop
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