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have a plan B. But see, the fallacy in that thinking is that there’s no such thing as Plan A and 
Plan B. We’re constantly forced to set up new plans based on what circumstances life throws at 
us. There aren’t enough letters in the alphabet to accurately count how many plans we’re already 
following and have previously followed. The key is that each of the actions we take within those 
plans work toward a particular purpose and goal. My goal was to educate, inspire, and uplift 
people while obtaining the power of financial stability and consistency… Throughout it all, 
I’ve picked up new skills, new perspectives, new strength, and new faith. Today, I am working 
as the lead producer/project manager of the much anticipated Rising Musical Family Debut at 
the legendary Apollo Theater featuring sibling music group Infinity’s Song and Victory Boyd, 
hosted by Jon Batiste. I am also finding new and exciting ways every day to work on educating, 
inspiring, and uplifting others including through ‘Take Each Moment Podcast,’ my new single 
‘Cycles,’ and more.
If you find yourself stuck or unsure of your purpose, think about your goals. What do you 
want to receive out of this life, and what do you want to give into this life? What impact do 
you want to have during your time here, and what will you need to do to make that impact? 
What are your particular skills and strengths that will allow you to do that? What resources and 
knowledge will you need to acquire? How will you obtain said resources and knowledge? And 
while in pursuit of it, how can you still fulfill that purpose even with what you already have? 
Life has taught me that low moments don’t last forever, and that I ALWAYS come out with my 
crown a bit more polished afterward. I trust in the process, and I trust in the divine timing of 
it all.  I hope you do too.”
Visit www.TakeEachMoment.com to listen to Season 1 of Take Each Moment Podcast along 
with the accompanying specially curated Spotify Playlists of feel-good music.

In a society that so often sends us messages that we 
are less than or unworthy, it is important to send 
ourselves love letters that remind us of our 
truth and our ingrained resilience. Creator 

and producer, Tatianna Mott, has been sending herself a love 
letter at the start of each week ever since losing the love of 

her life to Sickle Cell complications and getting fired from 3 
corporate jobs after leaving the theater industry. Tatianna 

is no stranger to picking herself up and coming back 
stronger than ever after allowing herself time to grieve, 
evaluate, and move forward. These love letters have 
helped her so much throughout this journey that she’s 
compiled them into her hit podcast series, “Take 
Each Moment,” which encourages listeners to take 
time to self-assess and learn from each of the 
moments in their lives.
 “When I first decided to leave the theater 

world, I was confronted with a lot of 
skepticism from well-meaning friends 

and colleagues who felt I was giving up 
on my dreams,” she says. “In acting 
conservatory, our instructor once 
said, ‘If you have a plan B, your plan 
A will fail. 1 in 10 actors are able to 
make a living in this industry, look 

around, are you one of them?’ Being 
the overachiever that I am, I declared 
on that day that ‘yes, I am. I WILL 
be successful in theater, and I will do 
whatever it takes to prove that I am 
indeed that 1 in 10.’ I was determined 

to make it to Broadway and fulfill my 
purpose of positively impacting the social 
narrative. I wanted to dispel the lies that we’d 
been told about our past and our present. I 
wanted to tell stories that would remind people 
of their magic in a world that prefers to hide it in a 

closet. Over the years, I began to realize that the few 
sassy bestfriend roles I had been booking didn’t typically 
fulfill that goal and weren’t bringing me as much joy as I 
thought they would. When I asked myself why I kept going and 
beating my head against that wall rather than trying something 

different, I remembered that day in conservatory when I vowed to not 

EDITOR’S PICK: Take Each Moment

http://www.TakeEachMoment.com


Angela Plummer started the art of hair artistry in 1998, 
creating wearable hair pieces which are timeless and can 
be worn time and time again without losing the appeal of 
each unique piece. All of the pieces are created solely by 
Angela and made from braided hair extensions. Every 
piece of her collection stands alone or collectively.  
The brand expanded in 2009 with a wearable 
clothing line, BRAID COUTURE, which has been 
showcased on international runways. Angela 
has won various international competitions 
and has received many awards including 
Innovative Braid Couture Artiste, Artistic 
Creative Braids, BAWR (Black African 
Women Rock) Fashion Designer of the 
Year, and Afro Hair & Beauty Show UK 

Avant Garde Stylist of the Year.

AngelaPlummer.com

Hair | Angela Plummer
@angelamplummer

London, UK

Photography | James Bell - @j_bellphoto
Royal |  Rebecca Nemere

Makeup | Bev K - @bevkmakeupartist
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COMMUNITY 
SPOTLIGHT: 
“JUJU” THE WEB SERIES 

I’ve always been disgusted at how television generally 
portrayed Black magic and voodoo. I appreciated the supernatural 
shows for highlighting the genre but the representation was horrible. Even 
with the recent diverse castings, we had still been hoping upon all hopes for 
something that representated US when JuJu the Web Series was sent our way. Finally, a 
predominantly Black cast speaking on magic from our multicultural backgrounds!
About JuJu: Ally, Gigi, & Yaya seem like the typical modern-day millennials trying to balance 
their sanity when it comes to adulting until they uncover a huge secret. This is a story of not only 
magic. It is a story of heritage and history that was lost. A story that sheds light on the African diaspora 
exploring similar traditions and cultures. Also a story of what many millennials, especially women, face 
today. It’s their duty to finish what their ancestors started; to take back what’s theirs and to kick some ass 
— and to make sure rent is paid.
JuJu creator, Moon Ferguson, commented, “Growing up, I’ve watched many shows... Though these 
shows brought me much excitement, I didn’t see myself in these characters. I wanted to experience 
supernatural beings who look like me. Blacks and People of Color are very underrepresented in the fantasy 
genre. We are long overdue for Black witches, vampires, werewolves, sirens, soothsayers, fauns, etc. We 
hold an abundance of history which includes magic stemming back to Africa.” 
Season 1 of JuJu the Web Series is available on YouTube and crowdfunding for Season 2 is currently 
underway. Please give them the support to continue creating our stories from our voices. 
Find out more at www.JuJuWeberies.com.
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The mind is an amazing interface to experience multi-dimensional phenomena. Have 
you had occasions where you think of someone and then they call or text you almost 
immediately after that? When lightning happens, the sight, sound, and feel of that 
electric explosion can be experienced quite some distance away. Your brain has lightning 
storms called firing synapses. When someone thinks of you and puts their body into 
motion to contact you, their brain and entire nervous system erupts in lightning attuned to 
your frequency. Thought travels faster than light. By the time they use their phones to contact 
you, your own spiritual technology been told you they wanted to talk!

We have unexplained mental processes that happen all of the time. Déjà vu, dreams, and 
intuition are a few examples of things many people regularly experience, but how many of us 
have attempted to develop one or more of those capacities into a practical tool? The same way 
we learn to use legs to stand, then walk, run, jump, flip, etc.… the same way we use hands to 
write, play instruments, do hair, construct buildings… the same way that our legs and hands 
started off unmanageable when we were babies… that is the same way we can develop our 
mental abilities. It takes time, and practice, and diligence. Things will be dropped, falls will 
be taken, hurts will be had, but if you keep working at it eventually you learn how to use the 
different parts of your being that we’re equipped with.

Quantum physicists have realized that the observer has an effect on the experiment being 
observed (look up the double slit experiment). When unobserved, the experiment shows 
possibilities. When observed, it shows definition. What that means is that the observer 
contributes to a potential thing becoming defined in reality. What you think about contributes 
to it happening!

Think about a magnifying glass being used to focus sunshine until it can burn something. Your 
attention is equivalent to sunshine, and your mind is the magnifying glass. You have to keep it 
steady, and at the proper perspective, in order to get the sunshine to ignite something. So, what 
happens if you focus on the bad things that you see all day? What happens if you focus on the 
good you have experienced? Or stated another way, what happens to the flowers that you give 
sunshine?

With all that said, thoughts by themselves don’t get much done in the physical world! Some 
sort of action is required to stir a thought into the physical. You can think about accomplishing 
something all day, but until you “feel” like doing it, it probably won’t get done. Feelings generate 
the urge behind movement, discomfort and desire being the two major motivators in our lives. 
Maybe you’ve destroyed something because of anger. Maybe you’ve created something because 
of happiness. We feel hungry then get something to eat. We feel when we need to go to the 
bathroom. We feel sleepy. Look at how emotions can mean the difference between winning or 
losing a sports match, or battlefield, or relationship. A job done with passion is always superior 
in quality to one done with disinterest. It is a scientific fact that grandma’s love makes the food 
better!
At the root of the things we label as feelings are the chemical processes of the body. When you 
feel stressed, that’s adrenaline, cortisol, and norepinephrine. When you feel happy 
that’s endorphins, dopamine, and serotonin. To simplify chemistry, it’s about electron 

By  Jashua Sa’Ra
HEART AND MIND ARE A POWER COUPLE
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dCarrie is figuring things out one adventure at a time, occasionally sharing with the interwebs. Follow her podcast, Travel 
N Sh!t, at youtube.com/c/dCarrieTV and on social media at @_dcarrie.

When you think of travel, what do 
you see? Beaches, mountains, hiking, 
sunbathing and all the things we tell 
ourselves we’re too busy to do regularly 
at home? We’ve entered a new year and 

a new decade folks! Consider that it may be 
time to welcome in a new mindset on what is 
considered travel. 

Let me start by making the task easy on you; 
don’t consider what isn’t travel. Broaden your 
idea of what is travel and I guarantee you can 
go further. The amount of time it takes you to 
get from one place to the next is indeed called 
“travel time” is it not? For me, the difference in 
traveling to the city for work and traveling to a 
foreign country is my level of familiarity with 
the destination. I could happily do without 
riding the train or sitting on an airplane - 
in both instances the commute is simply the 
necessary evil. Consider someplace closer 
than a country 8+ hours away may 
provide you a similar or even greater 
level of unfamiliarity and excitement 
as a city across an ocean and a sea. 
Either way, you’re traveling! Give 
yourself the credit!  The only 
difference is the distance. 
Don’t let the distance of 
a location blind you 
to the benefits of 
experiencing every 
new destination 

as robustly as possible.  

I offer you the opportunity to be mindful in 
and of the experiences you’re having away 
from home. On my podcast Travel N Sh!t, 
I, along with my guests, discuss what we 
experience while we’re abroad and how often 
mundane and routine experiences may be 
enriched or experienced differently when 
viewed through the lens of travel. Through 
these conversations, I’ve developed a distinct 
appreciation for what I gain from my time spent 
in new environments. I loooove wandering 
around cities I at one time never considered 
on my radar of places I’d be able to see before 
I got BIG RICH. Little did I know, I’d become 
“BIG RICH” from opening my mind to the 
incredible experiences I’m able to have in 
ANY destination, near or far. You don’t have 
to travel far to go far. 

Be sure to check out the conversations my 
guests and I have on Travel N Sh!t every 

Thursday wherever you listen to your 
podcasts.

Visiting a new state, or even 
a new destination in a state 

you’ve already been to, can 
be very similar to visiting 

a different city in a 
country that’s new to 

you.

By  dCarrieA SIMPLE EXERCISE IN BROADENING YOUR VIEWS
Solo TravelWHAT I CAN OFFER:
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Earth’s Cabinet LLC is where you come to experience the relationship 
between trust and the body. As an herbalist, currently becoming a 
Master Clinical Herbalist & Master Clinical Aromatherapist, creating 
products that focus on detoxing each organ one by one along with 
the blood in order to bring the body back to homeostasis is 
what drives Earth’s Cabinet owner, Coco. “Handcrafting teas, 
steams, baths, and skincare for both women and men allows 
me to tackle all forces against nature with nature.” It’s 
so important to Earth’s Cabinet to assist the body in 
healing as it works tirelessly and endlessly to keep 
you alive. Earth’s Cabinet is here to assist you in 
reciprocation. Contact them via Instagram at 
@earthscabinetllc, EarthsCabinetLLC.com. 
Let Earth’s Cabinet get you together.

EARTH’S CABINET LLC
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Rhonda Mitchell M.D. 
is a hilarious web series 
that has an Insecure meets 
Scrubs style of comedy. 

It follows a young doctor and her 
colleagues as they balance their 

careers and relationships. The show 
has won many awards and has successfully 

completed two seasons. Taji Mag had the 
chance to interview creator/writer/producer, 
Carolyn Pierre-Outlar, and lead actress, 
Jowanda Durham, of the web series about the 
show, relationships, and their careers. 

Dapper Dr Feel (DDF): What was your 
inspiration for the dating relationships within 
the series? 

Carolyn Pierre-Outlar (CPO):  We have 
different character types in the series. There is 
Cynthia (Vanessa Fant), the best friend that is 
sexually free and fluid. I have friends like that, 
and I never judge them. They are just living 
their lives. Ryan (Malachi Rivers), the best 
friend who deep down has a crush on Rhonda. 
He is the playa type, dating various women 
but I think half of the time he does this just 
to see Rhonda’s reaction and show her what 
she could have. I am not ashamed to say that 
I got the inspiration for Ryan’s character from 
all my brothers. David (Mike Troy), Rhonda’s 
ex-boyfriend, was inspired by situations where 
you want to find the middle ground between 
pursuing your goals and making time for the 
person you are dating. Rhonda broke off the 
relationship with David to attend medical 
school and, when she returned, she wanted 
to rekindle the relationship with David again. 
This second attempt at the relationship fails 
because they are two different people and 
Rhonda is too involved in her work. There’s 
definitely a lot of me in Rhonda, don’t judge 
me. 

DDF: Jowanda, you play the lead character 
Rhonda very well, how much are you and the 
character alike? 

Jowanda Durham (JD): I have an acting 
degree, so I want to say this is called acting 
and there’s no method going on here. I didn’t 
go into a clinic for 16 weeks pretending to be 
a doctor (laughs). The one thing that I and the 
character share is that my family has a business, 
my father was a barber and my mother was a 
cosmetologist, it was a family business. I know 
what it’s like to grow up saying, “I am never 
going to do what my parents do when I grow 
up.” They work like dogs, and it doesn’t appeal 
to me. That dream is a means to provide for 
you, it’s feeding and making you the person 
that you are. Ten years later after my father has 
passed away, my brothers, sister, and I are now 
asking ourselves how can we be more involved. 
It’s like Rhonda after she returns from Harlem 
after being fired and is bequeathed the medical 
clinic - after a while, she discovers the value in 
it. 

DDF: Given what you know now about 
relationships, what advice would you give to 
your younger yourself ? 
CPO: The advice I would give myself is, when 
you are dating, you are actually looking for 
a partner. I mean when you are dating with 
the intention to settle down and 
not just casually dating. I think it’s 

RHONDA MITCHELL M.D. SERIES CREATOR & 
CAST MEMBER TALK LOVE, WORK, AND EXES

(Continued on Page 30)

http://instagram.com/earthscabinetllc
http://EarthsCabinetLLC.com


WE ARE OFTEN TAUGHT THAT THE DARKNESS AND EVERYTHING ASSOCIATED WITH BLACK, 
INCLUDING AFRICA, IS BAD YET LIFE IS BIRTH FROM DARKNESS. EMBRACE OUR MELANIN, OUR 
ORISHAS, OUR PRACTICES, OUR ANCESTORS, OUR EXCELLENCE. WE MUST BE ALLOWED TO 
FREELY EXPLORE ALL FORMS OF OUR BLACKNESS. WE MUST RECLAIM ALL OF OUR ENTITIES AND 
REMOVE STIGMAS. WE ARE #SOGOTHIWASBORNBLACK AND THESE ARE OUR COLLECTIVE STORIES.
 
ROYAL | TONI BERNARD, HERBALIST - @HERBALHEALINGWANDS
PHOTOGRAPHY | AJ BROWNE FOR BYMSHA BROWNE PHOTOGRAPHY - @BYMSHABROWNEPHOTOGRAPHY
HAIR/MAKEUP/CREATIVE DIRECTOR/STYLIST | NORI RANE - @NORIRANEMUA
WARDROBE | @3RDEYEBRAND; JEWELS | @DIVINE_SPIRALS
THE NECKPIECE IS A TRADITIONAL WEDDING NECKLACE MADE IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA
BROOKLYN, NY

#SOGOTHIWASBORNBLACK
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She finds beauty in the dark side and wears her Goth Unapologetically. She sees 
beauty in others but others see her submerged in a scary place of unhappiness. 

Photography & Retouching | James Bell - @J_bellphoto
Royal | Akilah Simpson Plummer

Hair & Wardrobe Stylist | Angela Plummer - @angelamplummer
Makeup | Bev K - @bevkmakeupartist

London,  UK
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Photographer | Justin Gordon - @justin.gordon
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Gaffer | Justin Gordon
Studio440, Milwaukee, WI
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GODDESS AFRO GOTH
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Delliz K. Hazell is a culinary mastermind fluent in vegan, organic, kosher, and gluten free cuisine. Her plates and desserts 
are not only gorgeous to look at, but pleasing to your mouth and fuel for your body. To hire Delliz for your private 
chef, catering, or consultation needs, or to just follow her cooking journey, visit her website www.DellizHazell.com!

Ingredients:
1 Medium Red Potato, Sliced
12 Roasted Brussels Sprouts, Halved
Grapeseed Oil 
Salt, pepper, chopped parsley, chopped garlic 
or garlic powder to taste
(1 Serving)

Recipe:
Brussels Sprouts
1. Cut off the stem and remove any damaged 
leaves of the brussels sprouts, cut them in half
2. Season with salt, pepper, chopped parsley 
and garlic powder or chopped garlic
3. Massage with grapeseed oil, add a drizzle 

of oil to a small fry pan and cook covered on 
a low-med flame, shaking occassionally for 10 
minutes or until slightly seared and crisp to 
the bite

Red Potatoes
1. Rinse the red potato with Fruit and Veggie 
spray to clean the skin. Cut it in half, then cut 
the halves into slices.
2. Season the slices with salt, pepper, chopped 
parsley and garlic powder or chopped garlic
3. Massage with grapeseed oil
4. Cook in the broiler or air fryer for 12 
minutes (add extra oil for air fryer to reduce 
dryness), shaking/flipping at 6 minutes

PAN-SEARED BRUSSELS SPROUTS & SEASONED RED POTATOES

Vegan Fun C
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“Drawing on Afrofuturist themes, my motifs relate 
to Black motherhood and motherships.  My most 
contemporary work cycles maternity and explores 
comprehensive visions of futuristic Utopias/
Dystopias that converge at the intersection of 
awareness, power, and emancipation; anchoring 
them with direct relevance to contemporary 
social issues in ways that communicate  Black 
women’s participation in, and alienation from, 
the larger world. Divine Mother is a comic that 
is a narrative of a young woman coming into 
adulthood and seeing reflections of her mother 
in the mundaneness of her every day. A story 
of the African Diaspora through a figurative 
narrative, embodying the topics of the fluidity 
of time, critical race theory, Black family 
structures, trauma, and collapsing time so 
that the past, present, and future are able to 
exist simultaneously.  Mother came from a 
street market on a trip to South Africa. Her 

birth ignited questions of my ancestry, self- reflection, having a single Black mom, Black fear 
of motherhood, and mortality.” 

Divine Mother as a comic book is the maternal 
relationship with our Mothers, and throughout the 
comic, the audience begins to realize that Mother 
is the embodiment of home. Our first home and 
then the traumatic experience of being ripped 
from your mother at birth but also the Motherland 
(Africa) by the Atlantic Slave Trade. This dives 
further into our connection to Mother Earth and 
on a grand scale Mother Universe and our place 
in it. Home is this idea of the place where we can 
most be ourselves as a people. And the comic 
questions the possibility of that reality for African-
Americans (and immigrants), and if we can be that 
comfortable, even within the womb.

by Komikka Patton (MARTIAN) 
@Komikka_the_martian

DIVINE MOTHER
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motion (e-motion), or lack thereof. Our body is mostly composed of water, which allows 
electrons to move freely (the basis of pH). Water molecules organize themselves based on what 
vibrations they come in contact with. Thoughts are subtle vibrations that affect all the water 
systems in our bodies. The water’s movement in response is what we describe as our feelings.

The rhythm of a heartbeat is in response to all the chemical properties of the blood, as well 
as breathing, which are both related to how we feel. When the heart beats, it produces an 
electromagnetic pulse (EMP). The pulse is strong enough to be measured in the brain activity 
of people around 6-10 feet away. That means the emotional states we experience have a 
measurable effect on the surrounding environment. You can literally feel someone’s fear or 
love electromagnetically, and it can cause in you a similar response (resonance). We know the 
difference between a person who says something positive but doesn’t seem to believe/embody it 
themselves, versus someone who seems to radiate positivity and naturally inspires us. Flowers 
without water lose their beauty very quickly. 

There’s an experiment done with rice and water, inspired by the works of Dr. Masaru Emoto. 
Cooked rice is placed into three glass jars. On one jar an affirming word is written (e.g. love), 
on another one is written something destructive (e.g. hate), and on the third, nothing is written. 
Every day the experimenter says something nice to the first jar, something mean to the second, 
and completely ignores the third. The end result, after several weeks, is that the first rice is 
well preserved and starts to ferment into something like saki. The second jar has mold all over 
it and has discolored badly. The third jar however is the worst of all. It often turns completely 
black and has the look of death and decay. A lot can be inferred from these results, but I’d like 
to point out that even negative emotions gives more energy than ignoring a thing completely. 
But obviously affirmative energy gives the best results for well-being. Apply that concept to 
children. Apply that concept to your future expectations.

A focused attention, amplified by your emotions, is the surest way to get results in anything. 
Whatever you give your shining thoughts and watery feelings to is what will thrive. Be intentional 
about what you grow in the garden of your life.
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Jashua Sa-Ra is a communications artist that uses hosting, writing, graphic design, wholistic healing, and workshops to 
contribute to a healthy functioning community. www.JASHUASARA.com | @Earthiopian

Heart and Mind Are a Power Couple (Continued from Page 10)
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Blk Alchemy (Black Alchemy) is a collective of Black Artists gathered to stamp out a distinct 
foothole in the arts and illustration industry. Arts are a key component in the creative potential 
of the Black mind and Blk Alchemy sets forth to cultivate said potential and display it in a raw 
and digestible form. After years of seeing Black artists lacking a concentrated community and 
collective, Founder and Artist ,Will Focus, wanted to bridge that gap and bring a powerful 
representing body to the forefront of the Art community. Blk Alchemy has many goals both 
short and long term that will continue to evolve, however, an ongoing goal is to provide a sense 
of inspiration, guidance, and opportunity for Black artists both young and old, that will further 
push the bounds of their creativity and market value. Current members include @leonealart, 
@jackson.bea, @rs.arts, @mistermiguelblanco, @michablacklight, @komikka_the_martian, 
@ericwilkersonart, @blewisarts, @emuchenwaigwe, and @theonewillfocus. 

Get to know these artists and see their Releases at www.BlkAlchemy.com 
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http://www.BlkAlchemy.com


Although we’re all Black every month, February is the month that the world is supposed to 
recognize the accomplishments and inventions brought forth by those of African descent. It 
naturally hosts more events targeted towards celebrating our greatness in the most unapologetic 
fashion. As we’re being Blackitty Black, let’s complete the circle by hosting our events on a site 
curated for US. Melanating (MLN8NG.com) is the premier source for Black and Brown events. 
Whether you’re hosting an event or looking for events in your area to attend, you need to be 
checking on Melanating first.

We’re in the age of creating space for us to heal, educate, and party with one another without 
the gaze of whiteness so it naturally makes sense to have a place where we can scroll through 
events created for us. No sifting through pages and pages of events that look cool but you’re not 
sure if your attendance includes your curls or beard being assaulted by people who claim to not 
know better. You coullldddd take that goat yoga class or you could take More Floww Mondays 
with an instructor who knows what your mind and body need.

Will Focus, Melanating founder, commented, “There wasn’t a space that 
highlighted events that welcome Black people. I was tired of going to 
sites and searching forever for events hosted by or for Black people that 
I would be comfortable attending.” The struggle is real in most other 
aspects of our lives, but Melanating alleviates the stress of finding dope 
events for our community. 

If you’re interested in hosting your current or next event on Melanating, 
simply go to the site and Register for an account to Submit Your Event. 
When tickets are purchased for your event, you are paid out daily. 
You can find more information about hosting events on Melanating at 
MLN8NG.com/about. If your question wasn’t answered there, reach out 
to the Melanating team at MLN8NG.com/help.
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http://MLN8NG.com/about
http://www.MLN8NG.com/help


WWW.URBANSHOGUN.COM 

300 YEARS FROM NOW, AFTER THE OIL AGE AND THE SOLAR AGE, THE MASTERY OF FUSION ENERGY CATAPULTED 
THE HUMAN RACE INTO A TRUE SPACE AGE.  LED BY FIVE SUPERNATIONS - NEW AFRICA, UNITED AMERICAS, 

EUROPEAN UNION, EASTERN REPUBLIC, AND THE AUSTRALIAN KINGDOM - THE INFINITE FRONTIER OF SPACE 
PROVIDED MANKIND WITH INEXHAUSTIBLE AMOUNTS OF RESOURCES, FORTUNE AND ADVENTURE.

EVEN IN THIS ADVANCED FUTURE, A TEAM OF HIGHLY TRAINED PEACEKEEPERS AND FIRST RESPONDERS ARE 
STILL NEEDED WHEN ACTION IS REQUIRED.  IN NEW AFRICA, THEY ARE KNOWN AS THE SANKOFA GUARD.

      FEATURED COMIC/GRAPHIC NOVEL  

“UNTITLED”
Ink and Acrylics on Paper by Craig Carter
craigctheartist.carbonmade.com
IG & TW | @craigctheartist

http://www.urbanshogun.com
http://craigctheartist.carbonmade.com
http://instagram.com/craigctheartist


important for the person you are dating to be 
a partner to you verse just only being in love 
with you and just being honest. You can fall 
in love with someone, but they may not be 
the right partner. One advice I tell my single 
girlfriends, now that I have found my partner, 
is to date a guy you can see yourself opening 
a business with. I mean, a relationship is two 
lives coming together to form a union, it’s like 
a business - you are managing money together, 
you are managing a home together. If you 
don’t have similar goals, the similar interest of 
where you plan to take the relationship, it’s not 
going to work out. You have to be compatible. 
It’s like what Chris Rock said in his stand up 
Bigger and Blacker. “If you a crackhead, your 
woman gotta be a crackhead, too… or the 
[thing] won’t work. You can’t be like, I’m going 
to church, where are you going? Hit the pipe! 
That relationship ain’t going nowhere. Two 
crackheads can stay together forever.”

JD: Well, I would probably tell myself not to 
listen to myself since I have been single after 
ten years. Lol! Seriously, my parents were 
together for 47 years before my father passed 
away and they ran a business together, that 
really resonated with me. I agree with Carolyn 
and I have always dreamed that I do something 
business-wise with the guy I end up with. I also 
would tell myself to have fun along the way and 
to just be open-minded when it comes to men 
that ask me out. I had a superficial checkbox 
that often eliminated back then. 

DDF: Rhonda has a scenario where she takes 
back her ex in season 1 and then dumps him 
in season 2. Which leads me to ask, should ex’s 
stay ex’s?
CPO: My personal opinion is yes! I’ve been 
there and done that. I was in a situation where 
I dated a guy then we broke up, a year later we 

got back together and we were together for ten 
years and then we broke up again. Now he’s 
happily married with three kids to the woman 
he cheated on me with. That’s alright! Lol! 
JD: At least it was a fruitful cheat! Lol! *shrugs* 
CPO: I have thought about who I could’ve 
been with during the ten years I spent with 
him? That’s why I say once it’s over, it’s over. 
JD: I agree, I’ve done the on-again, off-again 
dating with someone. Then have that moment 
when things sour and you are reminded why 
things haven’t consistently worked. I mean I 
do have a girlfriend that had a break-up with 
her man and then he came running back to her 
after three months. They have been married 
now for ten months with children. I think if 
two people think about getting back together, 
they should acknowledge what went wrong. 

Rhonda Mitchell M.D. series 
The life of an ambitious, Type-A doctor gets 
turned upside down when she gets fired from 
her dream job and returns home to work in her 
father’s Harlem-based clinic. She soon learns 
that unconventional tactics are the only way 
to manage this irreverent group of patients. 
Things quickly go from bad to worse when 
her father retires and her ex-boyfriend creeps 
back in the picture.
Catch season one and two of Rhonda Mitchell 
M.D. on Youtube. 

For the Love of Children (Continued from Page 11)
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Dapper Dr. Feel is a burgeoning Southern gentleman looking for love in all the wrong places while applying to medical 
school. He volunteers with autism awareness projects and hopes to mentor other young Black men. Join him on facebook 
and twitter at @DapperDrFeel.

KEJEO is an African inspired fashion brand that celebrates modernity 
and tradition through their designs. Their aim is to blend African textiles 
and coloration with western styles and create amazing garments. “Kejeo” 
means pieces that look beautiful on you in the “Mina” language from Benin 
and Togo in West Africa. From casual wear to business attire and special 
occasion outfits, they have that gorgeous, authentic and contemporary 
piece or fashionable accessory that will fit your personality and make you 
feel beautiful and confident regardless of your shape, size, or color. We 
spoke will KEJEO owner and designer, Sena S. Ahohe. 

Taji Mag: How did you build the nerve to jump careers that are so drastically 
different from each other?
Sena S. Ahohe: Fashion has always been a passion for me for many years. 
I have always been a fan of trendy styles and have always tried to draw and 

create styles (from simple outfits, to very dressy ones) for myself. But I have never dreamed of having a 
clothing brand until few years ago. The switch for me was gradual. It all started years ago from an African 
inspired outfit I offered as a gift to a former co-worker who mentioned to me that she can only wear such  a 
piece for special occasions. At that point I realized that I wanted to start wearing my own pieces frequently 
so that she and other people can see that African inspired clothing could be adapted to the Western world, 
from a very casual outfit, to special occasions wear. From the time I realized that I wanted to do something 
to raise awareness of how African prints can be adapted to the Western world to me making such a drastic 
switch, it took me several years. I had my professional job, but at the same time I was trying to figure out 
how I could turn my passion and vision into reality - into a brand.

TM: What inspires your designs?
SA: My number 1 inspiration comes from older outfits I had designed for myself. Besides that, I always 
try to see what kind of styles or fits can be adapted to various settings in the modern world that we live in 
(office wear, everyday wear, special occasion); something that will look classy, sometimes trendy but chic. 
And 3rd, the prints themselves guide me into which look or style to go with. 

TM: What advice would you give to budding 
designers?
SA: You can do anything if you work hard at it! 
And don’t let anyone tell you that you cannot do it 
or discourage you from pursuing a vision that you 
have. Yes, it is not easy to have a business, especially 
something you did not study/learn from the get go. 
Keep on pressing and never give up. Also surround 
yourself with the right people, with people who have 
been successful and learn from their experience to be 
able to write your own story.
Keep up with KEJEO at www.kejeodesigns.com 

and @kejeodesigns on all platforms!

KEJEO DESIGNS OWNER LEFT BEING A 
PHARMACIST TO BE A FASHION DESIGNER

Photos: Olga Hutsul - @olgahutsulphotography
Royal: Nadia Joseph -  @nadiajoseph

http://www.kejeodesigns.com
http://instagram.com/kejeodesigns


A Taste of T Beauty Supply | www.atotsalonbeauty.com
   Your beauty and grooming needs at your fingertips. Use code BEAUTY493 for 10% off

A Taste of T Salon | www.atotsalon.com
   A private suite salon, specializing in locs, hair color, and wig repair services

Checkmate Sweets | www.facebook.com/checkmatesweets
   Luxurious truffle desserts and more that ignite your taste buds

Mel’s Butter Blends | www.melsbutterblends.com
   Mel’s Butter Blends creates natural products for full-body use, made primarily from aloe + mango butter

Ancestral Strands | www.ancestralstrands.com
   Braid shop and brand specializing in traditional and modern African Braid styles

Adeyemi Artistry | www.adeyemiartistry.com
   Unique cultural art events, high quality poetry books, and an array of poetic greetings cards

Bdazzled Art and Designs | www.facebook.com/bdazzledartanddesigns
   Unique art business that consistently promotes motivation and inspiration to its supporters

Melanin On The Map | www.melaninonthemap.com
   An app dedicated to travelers of color for information, inspiration, and motivation to explore

Crown Inspired | www.instagram.com/crowninspired
   Crown Inspired™ is a lifestyle brand that produces parasols, umbrellas and detached hoods

Pink MahogHany Fragrances | www.pinkmahoghany.etsy.com
   A niche fragrance house, from personal fragrances to aromatherapy for both the home and vehicle

Everything but the Dress | www.everythingbtd.com
   Bridal boutique based in Dallas specializing in bridal gifts and accessories

Your Queens | www.instagram.com/yourqueens.ent
   The first African Royalty Character and Costume Entertainment Company

Bronx Bound Books | www.bronxboundbooks.com 
   Bronx Bound Books is a bookmobile traveling to various locations hosting literacy events

Lnee Research & Development | www.lneerd.org
   Offering professional development solutions for both job seekers and companies

Earthiopia Works | www.jashuasara.com
   High quality, immersive arts-based events that are socially relevant and culturally sensitive
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Photography | NayMarie - @iamnaymarie
Royal | Danielle Pierre - @daniellepierre
Makeup | Coco - @__brushqueen
Jewels | Adorned in Taji - @adornedintaji
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Download the free Vol 21 “Black Love” Wallpaper for Your Phone’s Home Screen at
tajimag.com/tajiwallpaper using code “SubscriberSquad”. Screenshot and tag @tajimagazine for 

a feature on our IG page.

Taji Mag digital subscribers receive a 15% discount at Taji 
Mag’s shop on all art prints and apparel using the code 
“clubsquad”. Click on tajimag.com/shop to redeem.

Taji Mag digital subscribers receive a 10% discount on 
TheOneWillFocus Art Prints using the code “taji10”. Click 
on theonewillfocus.com/store to redeem.

Taji Mag digital subscribers receive a 25% discount on 
kweliTV’s monthly subscription for two months using the 
code “kwelisummer25”. Click on kweliTV.com to redeem.

OUR AFFILIATE CLUB FEATURES EXCLUSIVE DEALS FOR OUR TAJI MAG 
DIGITAL SUBSCRIBERS. INDULGE IN BLACK EXCELLENCE!

AFFILIATES CLUB

ELEVATING BLACK BRANDS, NARRATIVES, AND IMAGERY
Subscribe Now on www.TajiMag.com
$5 Digital | $15 Print (+Shipping) 
@tajimagazine
#tajimag
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