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Taji, Swahili for Crown, is a Black Beaut y & Culture quar terly specialt y publication that embodies 
both the traditional and modern royalt y of Pan-Af rican people. We celebrate our culture and ar ts 
with features f rom our communit y across the globe. Our mission is to provide our communit y 
with positive images of Black Beaut y, Fashion, and Family as well as highlight the positive ef for ts 
of those in our communit y and provide information on health and wealth specif ic to our needs.



Harlem Fashion Week’s Schedule Includes:
• Opening Night Celebration at the Hamilton Landmark Galleries
• Runway Show at the Museum of the City of New York
• The Business of Fashion Symposium at The Harlem State Office Building
• After Party at a posh Harlem venue
• Fashion Awards Ceremony at Museum of the City of New York
• HFW Fashion Brunch at Cheri Harlem
• Production Open House conducted by Manufacture NY

The creators of Harlem Fashion Week are the dynamic mother-daughter team of Tandra Birkett 
and Yvonne Jewnell, owners of the fashion design company Yvonne Jewnell New York LLC. 
Yvonne Jewnell New York is an award winning women’s wear company that creates clothing that 
promotes women empowerment and celebrates culture from across the globe. Combined, they 
used their talent, skill, and education to create one of the most innovative, emerging fashion 
houses.
As a company, Yvonne Jewnell New York LLC is a member of Harlem Arts Alliance and Harlem 
Chamber of Commerce. It has participated in the Annual Harlem Week Festival, hosted a
Pop-Up Shop at the Black River Studio, and produced fashion shows at the Hip Hop Cultural 
Center and the ImageNation Raw Space. It is only natural that they would produce Harlem 
Fashion Week to celebrate the rich cultural heritage of Harlem.
A portion of the proceeds from HFW will go to the restoration project of La Maison des Esclaves 
- The House of Slaves Museum on Goree Island in Senegal. 
Visit www.HarlemFW.com for more information!

Since the days of the Renaissance, Harlem has served as the epicenter of music, literature, art 
and fashion. As Harlem is being revitalized in the 21st century, Harlem Fashion Week (HFW) 
introduces a new era of fashion culture to the Harlem community, inspired by its rich cultural 
heritage.
Harlem Fashion Week is an explosion of culture that bridges the Downtown fashion hub to 
the Uptown vibe for a rich community experience. It showcases the fashion industry, provides 
business education for emerging designers, grows Harlem businesses, creates a cultural platform, 
and just exudes fun!
The inaugural HFW kick off has its opening night celebration on September 7th and culminates 
with Runway Shows on September 9th at the historic Museum of the City of New York on 5th 
avenue and Central Park. The four-day event is hosted at restaurants, businesses and cultural 
centers all throughout the Harlem community and looks to attract 5,000 guest, including fashion 
industry professionals, members of the media, artists, entertainers, buyers and a host of VIPs.

HARLEMFW.COM | INFO@HARLEMFW.COM | 401. 426. 4391 HARLEMFW.COM | INFO@HARLEMFW.COM | 401. 426. 4391
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Currently residing in the Bronx, NY, Clint works at multiple fitness facilities throughout the city, inspiring his clients 
towards a better lifestyle. He’s also the founder of Sigmafied, a Sigma fitness group with over 3000 members.

Photos by NayMarie Photography

Scholarship students, athletes, family providers, and only 16 to 20 years old. These young 
men are juggling school, maintaining 3.0+ GPA’s, working a job - sometimes two, all while 
striving to accomplish their life goals. They contribute so much to their families’ needs 

while inhancing their own lives.

“Through health and fitness, I embrace them, MY MENTEES, no matter what. In season or out 
of season, they all connect with me whenever our schedules permit. It’s not easy finding a place 
where young men can relate to one another in a crazy world as the one we live.  (OFF OF THE 
STREETS).” Clint uses the gym as a safe haven. Keeping a healthy mind and an active lifestyle 
through physical activities is his gift to them, while still making sure, in his own way, that they 
are on the right path. They excel in football, basketball, track, and baseball, representing their 
respective universities and high schools.

We wanted to show our appreciation for them being who they are and traveling their journey 
through health and fitness.

Josue Luciano --- 3.0 GPA
Joshua Terry --- 3.0 GPA
Jeffrey Castillo  --- 3.4 GPA
Ramon Reyes --- 3.0 GPA
Kelvin Puello  --  3.0 GPA
Albert Dominguez -- 3.0 GPA
Jose Santos --- 3.0 GPA
Keven Cisnero --- 3.1 GPA
Angel Figaro --- 3.0 GPA
Caine Caldwell -- 3.2 GPAv

Trainer Clint’s Mentees 
are Breaking the Molds



Inez A. Nelson is a traveler and investor with over 10 years of experience in the software industry. She is the Founder of 
Immersion Excursions, a boutique voluntourist travel company. Follow her on Twitter @thementourist.

What is travel without dance and what is dance 
without drums? All my life I’ve been a dancer 
so music and movement are my life. Thus one 
of the main goals during my visit to Salvador, 
Bahia was seeing the Oludum drumline and 
recreating the scenes filmed there in Michael 
Jackson’s “They Don’t Care About Us” video. I 
was told I could find this drumline performing 
in Pelourinho square on Tuesday nights. So, 
on this Tuesday in Salvador, my crew and I 
had set out to experience them first-hand.
 
The afternoon sun beamed on the square. 
Pelourinho is an array of old historic Easter-
egg colored houses, museums, galleries, cafes, 
restaurants, and brown people. We walked 
the streets visiting places like the Museu Afro 
Brasileiro (MAFRO). The MAFRO is one of 
the only identity spaces for African-Brazilian 
culture. We were enchanted by the immensity 
and power of the art we saw which included 27 
carved wooden panels depicting the Orishas 
of West Africa. While there, we discovered 
and celebrated the presence of African culture 
in the formation of the city and the country.
 
As the sun set, we walked down a cobblestoned 
hill, and soon arrived at the Igreja do Passo 
or Church of Step Street.  Our heads raised 
and our eyes widened as we took in the sight 
of what seemed like over 100 steps leading 
to the door of the church. The first 10 steps 
were filled with performing musicians and the 
others were filled with captivated spectators. 
We ascended the steps to secure a superior view 
and enjoy the live performance. After a while, 
myself and a few members of my crew left for 

a “break” at a nearby restaurant. As we 
left the restaurant my ears perked up 
to the sound of drums in the distance. 
I pushed through a crowd and trekked back 
up the cobblestoned hill to the square. There 
I found a band of drummers playing green, 
yellow, blue, and red instruments and wearing 
beads and jewelry to match. It wasn’t Oludum, 
but it was close enough. I ran back to gather 
my crew from the steps and we all rushed back 
up the hill toward the rhythm. We immediately 
faced off with the drumline and began dancing 
with reckless abandonment. Soon we became 
their hip hop majorettes, pulling out all the 
moves we’d learned at our respective HBCUs. 

When the drumline decided to move to a nearby 
alley, we marched along in sync. Bystanders 
began to join in and soon we had created a 
flash mob of drumming and dance. Instead of 
recreating the scene from Michael’s video we 
had created a scene of our own. The moment 
was magical. This tribal rhythm created by the 
drums had started in the motherland, moved 
across the sea, been split across multiple 
continents like refracted light in a prism, and 
was now a source of unity for its descendants. 
I’ll never forget it. I still wear a green Bonfim 
ribbon on my left wrist as a reminder of this 
excursion. There I realized reconnecting my 
people to the diaspora through travel is one of 
the things I am purposed to do with my life and 
the ribbon that once read “In Remembrance 
of the Savior of Bahia” in Portuguese is now a 
constant reminder to pursue my purpose and 
enjoy the dance.

By Inez A Nelson
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Naomi teaches online courses at www.blackbusinesswifemothertraining.com. Her courses elevate women to manifest the 
greatness within themselves. She lives in Atlanta, GA with her husband and three children.

Economic sovereignty of the Black race is attainable. Make sure you are doing your part to circulate the 
Black dollar by banking Black!

Recently, Atlanta based Citizens Trust 
Bank gained over 8,000 new checking 

and savings accounts is 5 days. Yes, over 
$800,000 moved in a short matter of time. 
This effort was spearheaded by Atlanta rapper 
Killer Mike, Black Lives Matter, and a host 
of Black folks who had simply had enough 
of police brutality and the racially biased 
criminal justice system. 

Many people question if keeping your money 
in a Black owned bank will keep the police 
from gunning down Black people in the streets. 
Well systematic racism is more complicated 
than that. 

Let me share exactly what banking with a Black 
owned bank will accomplish. Banking Black 
means access to capital. Let’s assume you need 
a small business loan, the loan officer sitting 
across from you at the table knows you. They 
see you come in every week or so making 
deposits and withdrawals. You remind them 
of their aunt, uncle, son, daughter, or cousin. 
You’re not just a number but an actual person 
in their eyes. 

Banking Black means supporting your own 
people. And now banking Black means you 
are a part of the economic protest, even if you 
can’t or choose not to be a part of the physical 
one. In an effort to circulate the dollar in the 
Black community more than once, consider 
moving some or all of your funds to a Black 
owned bank. 

Here is a short list of the top 5 states where 
African Americans live and a list of Black 
owned banks located in each state. Find a 
fuller list at www.OurBlackWeb.com.

Georgia 3.1million African Americans
Carver State Bank (Savanah) 

Citizens Trust Bank (Atlanta) 

New York 3million African Americans
One United (online) 

Texas 2.9 million African Americans
Unity NB of Houston (Houston) 

California 2.2million African Americans 
One United- (Los Angeles) 

Broadway Federal Bank (Los Angeles)

Florida 2.9million African Americans
Peoples National Bank of Commerce 

(Miami)

By Naomi Bradley

WHAT DOES BANKING BLACK 
      HAVE TO DO WITH #BLACKLIVESMATTER?
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Royal | Sassy
Photography | NayMarie 
Hair | Tashna using Icon Extensions; Makeup | Zey
Stylist | Naana Badu; Wardrobe | Cape: Beriqisu;  
Romper, Platform Wicker Shoes: Shirley & Alice; Beaded 
Drop Necklace: Badu Basics; Bangles: Kebe’s & Badu 
Basics

Sassy lives up to her name as she reminds 
us how to be bold and soft simultaneously.

SLAYBELLS IN THE FALL

Melanin Royal: Sassy - @a.sassy.nation | Photographer: NayMarie - @iamnaymarie 
Hair: Tashna using Icon Extensions - @iconextensions | Makeup: Zey W. - @zfiercefaces
Stylist: Naana Badu - @badubasics | Wardrobe: Off-Shoulder Top & Pleated Skirt: Beriqisu - @beriqisu;  The Chastity 
Top: Demestik by Reuben  Reuel - @reuel_reuel; Clutch: What Is Your Accent? - @whatisyouraccent; Shoes: Shirley & 
Alice - @shirleyandalice; Earring Cuff: Badu Basics - @badubasics

Our cultural history on this planet is so rich and vast. So vast that we are often unaware of when a style is regurgitated. 
Sankofa. From the Twi language of Ghana, Sankofa translates as “Go back and get it”. Through our current innovations, 
we still pay homage to those who came before. These are our collective interpretations of MODERN VINTAGE.
Featured: Sassy

MODERN VINTAGE



Photographer | Deondre Rice - @DresGallery
Royal | Martin - @Mlgiv

Styling + Hair | Julian Pierre - @Julian_Pierre
MUA | Yani Nikita - @iamyaninikita.mu

Wardrobe | @KuratedByKye & @MoxyLounge

Photographer | Deondre Rice  - @DresGallery
Royal | Ebony Nicole - @EbonyNicoleee

Styling | Julian Pierre - @Julian_Pierre
MUA/Hair | Brittany Marie - @B_TheBoutique

Wardobe | Kizzy Evae - @KuratedbyKe

THE TRAVELERS



Taji Mag Vol 8 Model Contest Winner
Photographer | NayMarie - @iamnaymarie 
Royal | Tricha Augustin - @_gamonde_
Hair | Tamara A. of Ancestral Strands - 
@ancestralstrands
Makeup | Kim Nicole - @KNCConcepts
Accessories | Gamonde - @_gamonde_ 

Taji Mag Vol 8 Model Contest Winner
Photographer | NayMarie - 

w@iamnaymarie 
Royal | Sean Mayers - 

@thegentlemanslounge
Stylist | Naana Badu - @badubasics

CROWNED DEFT



Royal | Karma, age 5 - @iamjanae.nichole
Photography, Hair, Makeup, Styling | 
Chantarria Newman of SnapTarri Photography

When you’re a young Loc’d Queen and you know it...

80’S  QUEENING  

Photographer | Reynoir Lewis - @thecollectivev
Royal | Dade - @regalwrench

MUA/Hair | Latoya Santos - @arelquintese

Honoring the bare essence of our beauty.

BASIC INSTINCTS



I have a confession to make. I have an extreme love-
hate relationship with the internet. Being completely 
transparent about the matter, it’s more hate than love 
most of the time. Let’s talk social media for example. 
Everyone now has access to this “personal microphone” 
that most probably would otherwise refuse to pick up 
in real life. We refer to this “mic” as a text box or the 
very familiar “What is on your mind?” question formed 
by Facebook.  Yet everyone seems to be posting the 
same memes and rhetoric every day. I succumb to this 
social “insanity” every day. So you could imagine my 
surprise as I scroll through social media one day and 
with a tap, in walks Dani Devastation. She hit me like a 
ton of bricks. Word to Grandma, nothing was the same 
- no Drake. This NYC/ New Jersey/ South Carolina bred 
MC came in and appealed to the Hip Hop heart of me. 
She had me from the first freestyle (rhyming heavy over 
the classic 50 Cent track “Many Men”). Dani uses raw 
lyrical prowess coupled with intricate storytelling to 
compel any listener. Hip Hop fans, this is the one we’ve 
been waiting on.
 She’s the one that will speak up for us - the avid listeners 
and lovers of this culture. And I can’t help but grin to 
myself because, well, obviously stated, she’s a Black 
woman.  The type of woman that can hold her own in 
any lyrical sparring session be it male or female - my 
favorite kind.  A Black woman who is being supported 
and managed by her Black man (Joe Aquila, Cut Throat 
Mafia Music Group), who is also featured as the driving 
force behind the “car studio” series on YouTube. He also 

is a lyricist and his flow deserves an honorable mention. 
The infectious stardom however, lands on Dani 
Devastation. I find myself transfixed while watching her 
videos. She contorts her hands and eyes as she verbally 
obliterates the phantom competition more cerebrally 
with each clip. I mean, she rocked an MJ beat, ya’ll - 
a Michael Jackson classic! I’m talking about a freestyle 
skill set that is astounding in its nature and delivery. 
Her versatility refreshes the Hip Hop spirit. She’s weird, 
she’s raw and I love it! Safely creeping out on limbs here, 
I haven’t heard a female as flow-lyrical since, well… I 
don’t know who. She rhymes in a class on her own - 
the anomaly we didn’t know we were missing. Industry, 
open your doors and quickly usher in Dani Devastation. 
Speaking on the importance of topics ranging from 
surviving in the inner city, childhood poverty, positive 
body image, mental health, loyalty, and, one of my 
personal favorites, Black Love, Dani will take you there. 
My Katniss Everdeen of Hip hop, Dani is dope, period. 
The void has been filled and oh does the cup runneth 
over - I’d drink to that! So do yourself a favor and 
check out Dani Devastation. Her “car studio” series on 
YouTube is nostalgically amazing. She is most definitely 
“…history in the making.”
Check the links below and thank me later!

Facebook | Dani Devastation
Youtube | Dani Devastation
IG | @dani_devastation

By S. Roberts
Dani Devastation
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1 Head cauliflower washed and segmented.
1 Red bell pepper
1/4 silken tofu or (vegan cream cheese) 
3 cloves garlic
3 tbsp olive oil
Black sesame seeds or breadcrumbs (optional)
1. Preheat oven to 350° while you rinse 
and segment cauliflower into florets
3. Place cauliflower florets on baking 
sheet and drizzle with olive oil, lightly 
tossing to coat evenly.
4. Place into oven and bake for 20 
minutes or until fork tender and 
lightly golden. Remove and season 
with salt and pepper.
5. Light stove to medium heat and 
place bell pepper directly onto flame. 
Using tongs, rotate bell pepper until 
each side is black and evenly charred.
6. Remove pepper from fire and allow to 
cool before removing seeds, green tops 
and gently rubbing off charred skin. 
8. Smash garlic cloves with knife and 
sauté until tender.
9. Add red pepper, sautéed garlic, and 
tofu to blender or food processor and 
drizzle in olive oil until mixture is 
smooth. Season with salt and pepper. 
10. Pour roasted red pepper sauce 
onto cauliflower and lightly toss. 
Sprinkle with black sesame seeds or 
breadcrumbs  and serve immediately. 
For more tips follow Delliz on IG 
@chefdellizhazell!

CAULIFLOWER W/ ROASTED 
RED PEPPER SAUCE

Delliz
“I just don’t have the time.”
First off, make the damn time. It’s that 
simple. You make time to party, hang-
out, go shopping, drink/smoke, etc. 
Ask yourself this question:
Is my health important?
Most people think they need to 
exercise for 2 to 3 hours to get  a great 
workout but you can get a fantastic 
workout in 30 to 60 minutes. If you 
go in with the right mindset, you will 
come out with the great workout you 
wanted.
“I don’t have the energy.”
Too many of us lack self motivation. 
Others just need a boost to get us 
going, especially after a long day at 
the slave yard, lol. Find people you 
can workout with, that have that spark 
that will get you going.  You ever see 
a car stalled on the highway? Another 
car comes along to give that car a 
jump start, and in no time that driver 
is on their way! Find those people that 
can give you a jump start and stick 
with them. On another note some of 
us may need to consider supplements 
that can help you skip into the gym 
and kill the weights or help you dive 
into a workout.  Do some research, 
speak to trainers at the gym, or holistic 
supplement branches.
For more tips follow Clint on IG 
@wadadlli7!

MOTIVATION TIPS

Trainer
ClinT theChef



Shantelle “S.LadyBug” Brumfield is a creative content developer from the Bay Area. She advocates to share the 
power of creativity to empower Creative Entrepreneurs + Storytellers + Yarn Lovers to pursue their dreams. 
www.yarnmovement.com | @yarnmovement

By Shantelle “S.LadyBug” Brumfield

“What you teach a child to love can be more 
important than what you help them to learn.” –
African Proverb
Do you remember your first common cold? I most 
certainly remember mine, right down to the finest 
detail. It was a Saturday, my favorite day of the week 
growing up because it was the only day I was allowed 
to watch television. On a typical Saturday, our single 
hallway home would bare the echo of my brother and 
I arguing over what to watch next. This Saturday I 
couldn’t keep my eyelids open. I slept right through 
Tom & Jerry and woke up during the closing credits 
of The Jetsons. As I slowly attempted to lift my 
frail limbs I could hear my mom contesting in the 
background, “oh-no, I think someone has caught a 
cold”.  Then, proceeds to give me a spoon full of 
syrup, drapes a vintage crocheted blanket over me 

and says, “now get some rest, you will wake up 
feeling better. This was the day I discovered the 
healing power of a crocheted blanket.
Crocheting is a spiritual practice that is linked to the 
predynastic Egyptian Goddess Nit or Neith (4400 
BC to 5000 BC). She was known as the Goddess 
of weaving and war, derived from the root word 
‘weave’ or ‘being’. In hieroglyphic drawings she 
is shown wearing either a shield crossed with two 
arrows (a weaving shuttle) or a Red Crown of Lower 
Egypt while holding a sceptre, which resemble a 
crochet hook, in one hand and an ankh in the other. 
During spiritual ceremonies the dead were wrapped 
in woven linen bandages because Nit was believed 
to protect the body from decomposing.

I 
started my 
crochet journey 
at the tender age of 12, 
when my life was “Survival 
of the Fittest”. I tested into 
the GATE (Gifted and Talented 
Education) program; landed the 
lead role as “Dorothy” in The Wiz 
and I was only a few months shy of my 
13th birthday. My Saturdays had already 
graduated from cartoons to Westerns and 
learning to become a renaissance woman. My 
grandmother and her “Tribal Sisterhood” taught 
me cross-stitch sewing and crochet. Once I learned 
the basic stitches of crochet, I was immediately 
hooked. I was fascinated with my ability to carry

on the tradition and valued the lessons of patience. 
I even began to notice that keeping my hands 
busy allowed me to focus on positive thoughts. I 
was learning valuable life lessons with each stitch. 
“Life is an amusement park once you learn to 
appreciate its featured attractions.” – Shantelle 
Brumfield
Now 20 years later, while rummaging through the 
linen closet at my grandmother’s house, I came 
across that “vintage crochet blanket”. The same 
blanket whose stitches providing comfort and 
healing throughout my childhood. So, in the spirit 
of the Goddess Nit, I am proud to carry on the 
sacred tradition of healing through the power of 
crochet.

“Life is an amusement park once you learn to appreciate its 
featured attractions.”

Crochet
THE SACRED HEALING POWERS OF
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Scrumptious smelling Soap Scrolls | Soap in a ‘scroll’ shape used to bathe, scent, or aromatize 
living spaces. New fall scents: Bold Blackberry, Warm Vanilla, Invigorating Peppermint, and 
Fresh Green Tea! SCENTS TO WILD YOUR SENSES!!!
 
Body Butter Soufflé | Scented and unscented, used to moisturize and hydrate skin. Smooth and 
soft textures to the touch.
 
Body Scrubs & Bath Salts | Scrubs - Used to exfoliate and polish skin, leaving you feeling as 
fresh as a new born baby (for shower lovers). Salts - Used to extract impurities from the body. 
Made with Himalayan and Sea Salt (for bath lovers).
 
Body Sprays Used to refresh the body and air in living spaces.
 
The Celestine Collection’s Bath & Body products were inspired by the need for Celestine’s 
daughter’s eczema. The goal was to help keep her skin moisturized and protected from anything 
that would irritate it. Celestine has further expanded The Collection from not only body butters, 
but body scrubs, bath salts, hair, body, bath & beard oil as well as body sprays and air refresher. 

Visit their website at www.TheCelestineCollection.com and follow on FB & IG 
@TheCelestineCollection



Africa Jackson is a freelance agitator living between Ireland and mid coast. She spends her days whistling at construction 
workers and calling white people the “W” word. (Her best friend is white.) Follow her on twitter at @AfricaJwrites.

This month, Taji Magazine caught up with Bill 
Campbell, owner of Rosarium Publishing. He is 
the author of My Booty Novel and co-editor of the 
anthology Mothership: Tales from Afrofuturism 
and Beyond. 
Africa Jackson: What makes you different from 
other entrepreneurs?
Bill Campbell: An absolute psychotic fear of failure!
AJ: What was the first business you owned?
BC: I started off with a music magazine focused on 
independent music circa 2000/2001. At the time, I 
was encouraged by uniqueness. 
AJ: What is the major difference between now and 
then? 
BC: Neither of my businesses started off with money, 
but now it’s easier because of social media. I can 
connect with artists in Malawi right now. Writers 
of color from around the world are speaking out. 
AJ: What draws you to a particular artist or author?
BC: Three things. 1. Enlist someone with a unique 
vision. Dave Black’s work is a great example. His 
art is like tattoos on paper. I want work that is 
unforgettable. 2. I want from potential author or 
artist is a willingness to work. That is essential. 
People have to be willing to promote themselves. 
A lot of people only see the success stories, but a 
masterpiece can take ten years to fully develop. 3. 
The last—and maybe the most important thing—is 
making sure we can get along.
AJ: What advice do you have for emerging business 
owners?
BC: Find like-minded people who are willing to 
sacrifice with you. Money will fly out of your pocket, 
so sew it up! You don’t need the newest, shiniest 
thing. Don’t buy shoes for a year. Don’t spend 
money unless you really have to. Your business may 
not make money for the first 3 years. Look, you’re 
planning to live the next 10 years anyway, so you 

might as well build toward success.
AJ: The first sci-fi film I fell in love with was Fifth 
Element. No one around me understood and they 
just considered me a weirdo. Now, Black weirdos 
seem to be trending. How have you seen the genre 
evolve?
BC: Growing up in the 70s and 80s, Black sci-fi 
writers didn’t have this kind of reach. Back then, 
having a Black president was considered sci-fi. 
We’ve always been storytellers, though. White folks 
had control over the mainstream discussion of our 
stories, and we have been taking that power back. 
Adhering to mediated Blackness is like a prison, so 
let’s escape. That’s what this is about. We are more 
visible. We thought we were alone being Black 
weirdos, but now we know we’re not. 
AJ: What can we expect from Rosarium? Which 
upcoming projects are you most excited about?
BC: Our first 2 children’s comics will appear in 
print this month. The Little Black Fish by Bizhan 
Khodabandeh (Paperback $9.95) and Malice in 
Ovenland by Micheline Hess (PDF $1.99). This is a 
new adventure for us and I want to thank everyone 
who made this happen.

To learn more, visit: RosariumPublishing.com

ROSARIUM PUBLISHING IS PAVING THE 
WAY FOR BLACK SCI-FI BOOKS & COMICS 
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Intersectional Feminist Love & The Commodification of

If you love Kim K but think Beyonce is ‘overrated’ this is for you.
As a feminist, I know it is not my place to police my fellow women as long as they are 
safe. It is because I take this title so seriously that I must be critical in my examination 

of not only the Kardashians, but what they represent in society. For me, they represent a hard 
truth. Nobody loves Black women.

As someone who grew up sitting between her mother’s knees getting some of the coolest 
and most inventive styles of corn rows you could find in Brooklyn, I am particularly irritated 
by the tendency of white and non-Black people of color alike to co-opt Black culture, erase us 
from the conversation on the basis of ‘appreciation’ or being ‘down,’ and make a profit or gain 
a following from their theft in the process, such as the accolades Kylie received for wearing 
cornrows. The fact that when Kylie Jenner was spotted rocking faux Locs she was heralded as 
‘edgy’ but bi-racial pro-Black starlet Zendaya Coleman was subjected to incredible ignorance 
after wearing the same style to the 2014 Oscars when a popular news correspondent suggested 
she looked like she smelled of ‘patchouli oil and weed’ speaks volumes. 

Black women are constantly sent the message that they are ugly and unimportant but it 
seems that when you attach the features, skin tones and style that originate in our cultures and 
communities to other women, they are heralded as trendsetters and beauty icons. Just last year 
people lost their minds over a cosmetics ad featuring the wonderfully full lips of an African 
model and in the same year, people participated in a ‘Kylie lip challenge’ on social media in 
which they used water bottles to create lines on their mouths to make them appear large and 
pouty. The model was shamed and called an ape and a n****r all across social media but Kylie 
is celebrated for her pout to this day.

What does it mean that America seems to love Black bodies and trends but has no 
regard for Black lives or ownership of its cultural staples? What does it mean that many 
conversations about appropriation consist of black people first and foremost explaining, 
repeatedly, that appropriation is indeed a political and social issue that effects their every 
day lives and a symptom of much larger societal ills? How can we have conversations that 
differentiate appropriation from appreciation so people understand that the sharing of cultures 
is not the same as the commodification of cultures for popularity at the expense of those who 
created them? These are the questions we must consider if we are to fight for the equality of 
all women of the world. One woman’s trend is another woman’s lifestyle and that should not be 
taken lightly in a world where certain cultures are constantly demonized and subjected to one 
dimensional narratives in the mainstream media and our collective consciousness. 

As feminists, it is our duty to step outside ourselves and attempt to perceive life the 
way other women experience it in order to become better friends, sisters, allies and advocates 
for the humanity of all women. As decent human beings, it is imperative that we take the time, 
effort and energy to send a message to the world that we will not stand by idly while Black 
women are mistreated as their very bodies are recreated on women society doesn’t hate as much.

Tajh Sutton is a proud mother, writer, educator, activist, entrepreneur and performance artist. Follow her on everything 
at @Afrocenchick and her community endeavors at @LocLoveLivesHere and @YoungPeopleOfColorInc. Check out her 
blog at afrocenchick.wordpress.com.

Black Womanhood 
By Tajh Sutton
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Featured Artist: Will Focus
www.TheOneWillFocus.com
IG & TW | @TheOneWillFocus



TréSoaps | www.tresoaps.com
  Custom made soaps great for all events and occasions

Mr. Anigboro by ImaniLia | www.ImaniLia.com
  Mr. Anigboro by ImaniLia is the Afrocentric Men’s Line you’ve been waiting for

Oh My Heavenly Hair (OMhh) | www.ohmyheavenlyhair.com
  Lush, vegan products designed to reestablish healthier hair and skin naturally

TheOneWillFocus | www.theonewillfocus.com
  Advertising, Branding, and Illustration work for individuals, start-ups, and corporations

KnicKnacksBK | www.knickknacksnyc.com
  Best seafood out of the heart of Brooklyn | 347-933-0558 Delivery available

Forever Audacious | www.foreveraudacious.com
  Culturally Rich & Bold Accessories for the Esoteric

ColoredContent | www.coloredcontent.com
   ColoredContent showcases the best Black web series, all on one platform

Ruby Lipsllc | www.rubylipsllccosmetics.com
  Vegan friendly cosmetics company

Cyclebreakers Astrology | www.brooklynmusicworld.com/astrology
  Astrology, Numerology, African Spirituality and Etymology to help guide you through wisdom

ImaniLia Designs | www.ImaniLia.com
   ImaniLia, showing you how to find the fashionably edgy royal within you through clothing

Alana Ladson Art | www.etsy.com/shop/alanapaintseverythin
  A collection of paintings, prints, and custom art, specializing in painting women of color

CodeBlu Magazine | www.youtube.com/channel/UCkBCmkCtS4KXEBkJh411PFw
  The latest new fashions, celebrity styles, designers, fitness, makeup, and what’s new and chic

Body of a Hero |  www.bodyofahero.com
  Gain a physically fit physique through healthy living and strength training

Aquarian Thoughts Jewelry | www.aquarianthoughts.com
  Unique Artisan Jewelry made with hand selected gemstones or metal components

Shop NayMarie | http://shop.naymarie.com
  Black Art, Apparel, and Home Decor 

BLACK BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTS
Royal | Sassy
Photography | NayMarie 
Hair | Tashna using 
Icon Extensions; 
Makeup | Zey; Stylist | 
Naana Badu; Wardrobe 
| Dress:   Shirley & 
Alice; Earrings: Kebe’s; 
Choker, Vintage Ruby 
Red Fascinator Hat: 
Badu Basics



ImaniLia is showing every woman how 
to find the fashionably edgy royal 

within her!

Custom Orders | Online Shopping | 
Womens Eventwear | Accessories

www.ImaniLia.com

OCTOBER 16, 2016 | 8:30am | NY 
EISENHOWER PARK FIELD #6 
Join #TeamTuT2016! Buy Your Lupus Walk t-shirt today 
for only $25 from www.TheQueenTuT.com 

HERE’S HOW CAN YOU HELP!
Donate to our team directly or to Queen TuT to help with 
supplies via www.TheQueenTuT.Com! Every Donation 
receieves a Thank You Gift! Also, Check out our Team 
TuT Gear! 

Volunteer to help us send out emails from your home or 
at one of our Power Meetings! Donate your art, business, 
dance, photography, or videography skills. We need 
YOU!

Watch our Lupus commercials online! 

Do you have Lupus or support someone with Lupus? Be 
featured on Queen TuT’s Lupus Blog! Join Our Mailing 
List! Feel free to promote & support on social media with  
your family, friends, coworkers, churches, and businesses!

WALK 
WITH US

My name is Paige “Queen TuT” 
Stewart from Queens, NY. I’ve 
been diagnosed with Systemic 
Lupus Erythematous since the 
age of 12. Since 15, I’ve worked 
as a dance, step, and poetry 
teacher to children, teens, and 
adults, including the autistic and 
emotionally challenged community 
to spread the healing techniques 
of expression through art and 
dance. I’m a professional dancer, 
spoken word poet, photographer, 
and videographer. Throughout my 
life, I’ve been challenged by Lupus, 
especially with my recent hospital 
admittance for lung failure. I am 
now Recovering, Surviving and 
Striving for a better tomorrow! So 
please join my team and help me 
take one more step with those like 
me to finding a cure and educating 
the masses about Lupus! Even if 
you can’t walk, watch our videos or 
donate! Let’s go above and beyond! 

www.TheQueenTut.com
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