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DDF: Speaking of Atticus, how does Leti stick 
around with him. He’s been through so much 
and at times pushes people away, how do you 
think she hangs in there?
JS: That is what love is. We don’t choose love it 
chooses us. She loves him and, yes, he does push 
her away and it hurts but they are soul tied. What 
they experience in the pilot with Uncle George, 
learning about magic together, there is a trauma 
bond between Leti and Atticus. The secret that 
they share about magic is no small thing. They have 
experienced trauma and triumphs together. I think 
the more they experience things together, the more 
Leti gets to know Atticus, even with all of his secrets. 
You can’t explain love, other than it’s biological, it’s 
chemical, and I think that is what’s making Leti stay 
with Atticus. She’s madly in love with him. 

DDF: Being from Louisville, KY I wanted to ask 
what were your thoughts about the Breonna Taylor 
announcement? 
JS: Oh, child, rage, so much rage. So much rage in 
my body. I was talking to a friend of mine about this. 
You know the system must be dismantled. You know 
the system is going to fail us at every step of the way. 
Your mind knows it but your heart still has hope that 
you might be surprised or you might be wrong and 
justice will be served. Even though your mind knows 
not to expect anything different than the system failing 
us because Black women, Black folks, are habitually failed 
by this system, it still hurts man. I think that is what we all 
felt. It was such collective grief. It still hurts, it still fucking 
hurts! Essentially what you are telling me is that drywall 
is more valuable than flesh and blood. This was a sister, a 
lover, a daughter… a woman! I mean c’mon. Got to Home 
Depot and replace the drywall. So many other people are 
saying more than I can say. When Tamika Mallory said “Not 
all skin folk is kinfolk” I was like she’s spot on. It’s true! The 
colonized can be the colonizer. 

DDF: You always talk about your mother and grandmother 
having a great influence. How are you going to talk to your 
son about social injustice with what is going on right now and 
what may happen in the future? 
JS: I will do it as my mother did it. I will just make him a part of 
it. If COVID wasn’t happening, he would have been with me at 
the protests I’ve attended. I’ve attended a few with my brothers 
and friends. My son would’ve been with me like I was with my 
mother and my family. I can remember when I was 5-years-old Felipe Patterson, aka Dapper Dr. Feel, is a freelance writer and creative. #BlackLoveConvo & Entertainment contributor. 

The burgeoning southern gentleman is always looking for a great film to review and an inspirational story to write. He 
volunteers with autism awareness projects and hopes to mentor other young Black men. @DapperDrFeel.

By Dapper Dr. Feel

Editor’s Pick: From Eve’s Bayou to her most recent casting in the hit series, Lovecraft 
Country, Jurnee Smollett has entertained viewers for decades, portraying Black 
female characters that are relatable and have much depth. In a recent interview, 
Taji Mag discovered her background and upbringing in activism have been true 
inspirations for all of her roles. Her late grandmother was a huge influence in her 
role as Leti in Lovecraft Country. Smollett gave her insight on her character Leti, the 
Breonna Taylor announce from the attorney  

Dapper Dr Feel (DDF): Will Leti and Ruby ever become close again? 
Jurnee Smollett (JS): If I tell you, I’d have to kill you. I will say things are about to get really messy. It is 
inevitable due to the number of secrets they are keeping from each other. The one thing I love about the 
Leti and Ruby relationship, besides being in scenes with Wunmi because she is just amazing, is that they 
both are similar and they don’t realize it. They both are trying to heal this mother-daughter wound that 
is very unspoken between them. This animosity Leti has towards their late mother, the inability for her to 
own their mothers’ flaws that Ruby has just doesn’t gel. What they are individually trying to deal with is 
heal from the fact that their mother fell short and could not provide the motherly, nurturing relationship 
they each needed. They express this in different ways. Leti has pushed Ruby away a lot but comes back 
when she needs her because that is what we do with family. We take them for granted and we know they 
are always going to be there for us. When you keep secrets from each other, inevitability there is going to 
be dysfunction. 

DDF: Leti has a history of running away given all that she has gone through in the series, what is keeping 
Leti home this time? 
JS: For the first time in her life she has something of her own which is the thing she so desperately wanted. 
She suffers from a feeling of displacement. I mean we all as Black Americans can relate to that when James 
Baldwin talks about the great shock we experience where you owe your identity has not evolved a place for 
you. She is on a mission to have a place of her own. So where would she actually go? For her, it’s a number of 

things. It’s about planting your roots, staking your claim, and saying “This 
is mine and you will not take this from me!” Also, the activist spirit in her 
is very disruptive by nature. Being on the northside is a walking symbol 
of change. Then you add all of the elements that include Atticus, the 
legacy, the trauma bond she has with him, and the secrets, she trying to 
protect her family, trying to create a family, it’s all of these things that 
keep her planted there.

“Identity would seem to be the garment with which one covers 
the nakedness of the self: in which case, it is best that the garment 
be loose, a little like the robes of the desert, through which 
one’s nakedness can always be felt, and, sometimes, discerned. 
This trust in one’s nakedness is all that gives one the power to 
change one’s robes.” - James Baldwin, The Price of the Ticket: 
Collected Nonfiction, 1948-1985

6SPEAKS LOVECRAFT COUNTRY,
ACTIVISM, & BREONNA TAYLORJURNEE SMOLLETT

(Continued on Page 11)

http://twitter.com/DapperDrFeel


Angela Plummer started the art of hair artistry in 1998, 
creating wearable hair pieces which are timeless and can 
be worn time and time again without losing the appeal of 
each unique piece. All of the pieces are created solely by 
Angela and made from braided hair extensions. Every 
piece of her collection stands alone or collectively.  
The brand expanded in 2009 with a wearable 
clothing line, BRAID COUTURE, which has been 
showcased on international runways. Angela 
has won various international competitions 
and has received many awards including 
Innovative Braid Couture Artiste, Artistic 
Creative Braids, BAWR (Black African 
Women Rock) Fashion Designer of the 
Year, and Afro Hair & Beauty Show UK 

Avant Garde Stylist of the Year.

AngelaPlummer.com

Hair | Angela Plummer
@angelamplummer

London, UK

Photography | James Bell - @j_bellphoto
Royal | Symara Templeman -   

@symaratempleman 
Makeup | Bev K - @bevkmakeupartist
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COMMUNITY 
SPOTLIGHT: 
NICHELLE CONSULTING
Nichelle Counseling is a bijou boutique arts management 
and consulting firm working in talent representation and other 
aspects of the arts and entertainment business. It’s a full-service 
management and consulting company geared at progressing the careers 
and businesses of independent artists and entertainers.

For the past couple of years, they have strived to create wholesome management plans 
to bring forth new talent to the spotlight. Their expertise encompasses management of 
contracts and expands to every avenue of media relations and publicity. With insights from 
experienced professionals, they are able to build plans custom-curated to meet individual 
needs and help their clients make their dreams a reality.

It is important to have a skilled and confident team. Nichelle Consulting is dedicated to helping 
their clients reach their entertainment industry endeavors by using their diverse knowledge to 
bring them a unique and fulfilling experience.

Their goal and passion are to ensure that artists who are brave enough to live their dreams 
outloud are protected. “We want to make sure the artist is informed and understands how to 
better their career so that they are financially protected!”
Learn more at www.ninanichelle.com!
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A question that should be posed to every child learning about American history is 
this: When the chains were taken off, why didn’t the enslaved Melanin people fight 
back or run away? The common answer usually has something to do with fear - fear 
of being caught, fear of backlash on loved ones, fear of being lost in a new world, etc. 
However, as a parent, I know that fear isn’t always enough by itself to create permanent 
behavioral shifts. Upon closer analysis of terrors and tortures used to domesticate people for 
enslavement, it can be observed that the reason those people didn’t fight back was because they 
were incapacitated with internal battles stemming from self-betrayal.

Think about when you’ve set a goal for yourself, whether it’s daily exercise, quitting a habit, 
changing your diet, but then you have that time when you “cheat.” Do you feel guilty? Do you 
beat yourself up about it? Did it lower your energy? Have you ever decided to quiet yourself so 
that another person feels ok, then walk away feeling like you didn’t honor yourself ? These are 
examples of self-betrayal that can cause you to have a negative feeling about yourself. But these 
are relatively minor examples when compared to the types of self-betrayals that happened on 
a plantation. 

Many people know about the scene in the movie “Roots” where Kunta is being whipped and 
told to say his name is “Toby.” He was willing to let the flesh be ripped from his body in order 
to protect his sacred name, the only thing he still carried from his homeland. We who watched 
holding our breath, futilely hoping somehow he would make it through this with his name, 
collectively felt his breaking, his shame, his self-betrayal when he finally whispered “Toby.” But 
can we really absorb the ongoing anguish every time he answered to it? Every time he was asked 
his name and told that lie? If a name change can bring such a traumatic experience, how much 
more trauma is there when I lost my songs, my dances, my God? How complete is the self-hate 
when I was forced to beat another oppressed person? Think about the people who “chose” to 
torture, rape, murder, sell, humiliate someone else, in order to preserve a small speck of sanity 
for themselves and their families. What mental gymnastics have to be done in order to sleep at 
night or look a person in the eye ever again? It was a common practice to make the enslaved 
blaspheme their God. It was intentional to force people to eat forbidden animals, to participate 
in taboo experiences, to partake of all manner of poisons - mental and physical.

What self-images come of these kinds of deep betrayals? Loathing, hatred, shame, guilt, 
embarrassment, anguish, despondency, hopelessness, weakness, aloneness – a grocery cart full 
of self-destruction. So it’s easy to consider that people grappling with these internal doubts and 
conflicts are incapable of freeing themselves. They may not even consider themselves “worthy” 
of being free and are resigned to a living hell as punisvhment. This is classic conditioning in an 
abusive relationship. The abused find a way to blame themselves and take full accountability 
for the situation, while fully absolving the abusers from their behavior.

Bringing it from plantation to the office, it’s still the norm for us to commit self-betrayal on a 
daily basis. That can come in the form of presenting your appearance in a way that is unnatural 
to you. It can be laughing at jokes that you don’t find amusing. Engaging in meaningless 
conversations. Working for less than you are worth. Lying to someone (even tiny lies) 
in order to avoid a conflict. Having sex with someone you don’t feel a connection with 

By  Jashua Sa’Ra
MICRO BETRAYALS
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dCarrie is figuring things out one adventure at a time, occasionally sharing with the interwebs. Follow her podcast, Travel 
N Sh!t, at www.TravelNShitPodcast.com and on social media at @travelnshit_.

As Black Americans, we understand 
first-hand the plight of Nigerian 
youth as they demand reform with 
the #ENDSARS movement. We’re 
sharing their stories and protesting 

in our streets the way Black people around 
the globe protested the killing of George 
Floyd. While posting black squares on social 
media and reminding our communities to 
#saytheirnames, we have witnessed brands 
and “allies” join in the collective outcry for 
equal treatment of Black Americans, but what 
is the difference between connecting with a 
message and sharing it? 

Many of us have noted social media feeds 
returning to “normal,” and the performative 
nature of it all. With this in mind, have you ever 
considered yourself a performative global ally? 
Do you mirror that apparent dismissiveness 
in your own response to global 
issues? When you look at how 
you treat global crises, do 
you see any parallels in how 
our non-black “allies” 
treat issues of race in the 
states? As travelers, we 
often label ourselves 
“global citizens,” 
but to what extent 
do we genuinely 
connect? 

While important to consider, it’s unfair to 
think we can keep up with every injustice to 
occur across the diaspora, let alone the many 
other disenfranchised communities around 
the world. We can’t be the answer to ALL 
of the ills of society, but we can make it our 
business to support global ecosystems beyond 
just vacation spending (we can all stand to 
take more personal accountability). What we 
CAN do is continue to do what is right in each 
moment. We can continue to contribute to the 
communities we visit, spend with local and/or 
Black businesses abroad when we travel, and 
share their contacts with our travel networks 
to send them continued business. If we all 
thought our one voice wasn’t enough to make 
a difference, there would be no voices in the 
fight. Every note in the song counts. Speak up 
when you can as loudly as you can. 

For more info on the #ENDSARS 
movement, check out Ep 108 of 

Travel N Sh!t Podcast and hear 
from Nigerian born DJ Daré 

about what it is and why 
Nigerian youth are risking 

their lives to protest 
the brutality they’ve 

been suffering at the 
hands of members 

of the “Special Anti 
Robbery Squad.”

By  dCarrieARE YOU A PERFORMATIVE GLOBAL ALLY?
Solo TravelWHAT I CAN OFFER:
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(Continued on Page 29)
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“Black children are our most valuable possession and our greatest potential resource.” 
-- Dr. Frances Cress Welsing in Black Children and the Process of Inferiorization 
(June 1974)
 
In this article, Dr. Cress Welsing is speaking about the socialization that occurs in 
service of ensuring that Black children are inferiorized through this culture. It is the 
mind of the melanated child that is “our most valuable possession and greatest potential 
resource” because it is not unlike an oyster holding the most beautiful and fully formed 
pearl. Unfortunately for us, and for our greater society, all too often the minds of our 
children are considered inferior and useless; only deemed for menial thinking and 
routinized regurgitation of irrelevant information. 
 
Our children’s minds are far greater than that and when we give them space and time 
to exercise their minds, we can support them to realize and actualize the potential 
of their developing minds. We can do this by encouraging the use of their 
imagination. Image means to imitate or copy and Nation (in this context) 
is to birth or beget. Imagination is a concept or mental picture and to 
imagine is to form an image of. Just as a sculptor must practice the art 
of forming the clay in her hands, so too must our children practice 
the art of forming images in their minds. Imagining is work! It is 
a multi-billion dollar industry and the way most of us consume 
the imaginations of people who are paid those billions of 
dollars is through the media (plural of medium). A 
medium, also known as a psychic, specializes in using 
nature and the supernatural to sense what is hidden 
and what will be. Those who work in media are 
not necessarily psychic, but they study the 
psychology of people in service of creating 
worlds, presenting information, and 

BUILDING THE IMAGE NATION
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in 1992 when the uprising happened after the acquittal of the officers that savagely beat Rodney King. 
My mother had us on the corner with signs that my siblings and I made. Those are memories that will 
forever be with me. My mother talked about issues at the dinner table, she had me volunteering when I was 
12-years-old for ending apartheid in South Africa. By the time I was 16-years-old, I was a peer educator 
speaking at the LAUSD about HIV/AIDS and how to put a condom on. My mother taught us to be a server 
is the greatest work you can actually do. To serve your fellow human being. My grandmother cleaned the 
houses for white folk. My mother taught me, “You must treat those that serve you with the utmost respect 
because they don’t have to do it. You are not entitled to it.”

My goal is to make that part of Hunter’s upbringing as well. To talk about things at the dinner table, to 
make him aware of things when he’s of age to comprehend and to give him the books so he is informed. 
My mother had me reading Harriet Tubman’s biography when I was 8-years-old, I saw Malcolm X when it 
came out in theaters. I was hella young. My mom covered our eyes during the violent scenes but she did not 
want to hide our history from us, she didn’t want to hide the real oppression that we come from. That’s on 
both sides! My dad was Jewish and my mom was Black! My mom was like “Y’all have to know your history 
ok?” If I can instill in him an appreciation for where he comes from - he comes from resilient people, he 
comes from Kings and Queens and no matter how we are treated in society, do not allow somebody to rob 
you of your dignity, don’t let them re-write your history - I will have done my job.  

May Jurnee’s love, generations of activism, education, and knowledge help mold her young prince into 
a strong Black man. As for now, we as fans and new viewers of her work can enjoy Lovecraft Country 
on HBO and HBO Max. 

dictating what will be through the use of their mediums, also known illusively as “the media”.
 
Our children possess that great power, that infinite connection to the seen and unseen, the 
potential to create worlds and build better realities. We need our children to dream their 
wildest dreams and think their most pervasive thoughts, right about now. This is in service of 
our collective futures. If they think it, it will come. Spend time exploring the imagination of 
the minds of the children in your life. Therein lies the secret to our collective success and the 
sustainability of our people on this planet. All too often, the structures that we get used to as 
adults are limiting our capacity to think outside of the boxes that have become our confining 
comfort zones. We disseminate these rules to the youth in our lives in an effort to “prepare 
them for the world”. However, our youth are born free, without the mental and psychological 
restrictions of what we know of as “reality”. It is their ability to create, to conceptualize in their 
mind’s eyes, their First Eye, that allows them to see what could be and create the world that 
they desire.

By  Janelle Naomi

Photo: Oluwakemi Solaja | Ota, Nigeria

Jurnee Smollett Talks Lovecraft Country, Activism, and Breonna Taylor (Con’t)
1 1

Janelle Naomi is a passionate educator of ten years who has taught in preschool, elementary school, and 
middle school. Keep up with Janelle’s endeavors via her website JanelleNaomi.com. | @JanelleNaomi

http://instagram.com/janellenaomi
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Earth’s Pot is the place where you kiss your tastebuds & experience flavors in layers. Join them on Instagram at 
@Earth’sPotLLC.

Ingredients:
1 pack vegan Wonton Wrap
1 large Spanish onion
1 small purple cabbage
6-7 carrots
½ lb Cremini mushrooms
3 cloves of garlic
1 tsp garlic powder
1½ tsp onion powder 
1 tsp black pepper 
1½ tsp pink Himalayan sea salt 
4 tsp jerk seasoning 
1 tsp ginger powder
1 tsp Corriander 
Grapeseed Oil 
½ cup of water

Recipe:
1. Finely chop garlic, carrots, cabbage, onions, and mushrooms. 
2. Place grapeseed oil (about 6 tbs) in a pot to heat, place chopped ingredients in the pot and 
add water. Add seasonings, stir, cover, and let cook down into a stew for 30 minutes on low 
heat. 
3. Check the pot periodically, be sure to add more water if needed then cover to cook for 15 
more minutes. Let the stew cool. 
4. Place a medium-sized amount of stew into the center of the wonton wrap, lightly wet edges 
of wrap with water, and fold to seal corners. Let corners dry. 
5. Place oil in a pan or skillet on medium/high heat to fry. Place wontons to fry for 5 minutes 
or until golden brown, cool, and enjoy!

WONTONS

Vegan Fun C
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Taji Mag had a quick chat with bodybuilder, personal 
trainer, and model, Dream, about his fitness world.
 
Taji Mag (TM): What inspires you to stay fit?
Dream (D): Just the love of fitness and living a 
healthy lifestyle is what continues to inspire me to 
stay fit 
 
TM: What does your diet generally consist of ?
D: My diet consists of chicken and rice Often. 
I don’t really switch things up in my diet If I’m 
not competing Or looking to put on more mass.
 
TM: What does it take to build a healthy self-
image/worth in the fitness world as a Black 
man?
D: As a black man, I would say staying 
focused on your goals, putting yourself, and 
what’s best for you first. 
 

TM: What does self-care look like for you? Do you have a daily/weekly routine?
D: Self-care for me is spending an hour every morning scrubbing my face before I shower,  
everything else is pretty much the same.
 
TM: What is one thing about the fitness culture that you enjoy and one thing that you would 
change?
D: The one thing I do enjoy about the fitness world is seeing people inspire one another. The 
one thing I would change is the mentality of the younger people who believe that putting all 
kinds of supplements in their bodies will help them to succeed faster in the industry.
 
TM: What is one exercise that you love and what is one that you have to pep talk yourself 
through?
D: The exercise I love is squats I use to hate squats once upon a time. The exercise I have to 
pep talk myself through is deadlifts for some reason I’m not that interested in it but that will 
change.
 
TM: What do you enjoy doing when you’re not working out?
D: I enjoy meditating and overall quiet when I’m not working.
 

Join Dream’s journey by following him on Instagram and Twitter at 
@itsdreamsworld. You can even DM Dream if you have a fitness-related question. 
Go get your life!

@ITSDREAMSWORLD
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Photo | @iamnaymarie

http://instagram.com/EarthsPotLLC


EARTH’S CABINET

Earth’s Cabinet LLC Earth’s Cabinet was conceived to bring the ancestral consciousness of plant-
based medicine back into the home. The earth was designed with everything that is needed thus 
we need not look further. Allowing the understanding of bodily communication while listening keenly 
to our bodies are both key in mastering our health. As the body sacrifices and works diligently and  
endlessly to stay alive, we must honor it through reciprocation.
 
From custom tonics and teas to mineral-rich supplements and skincare, Earth’s Cabinet keeps its 
hands 100% organic & busy. Sea Moss Gel, Bitters, and Life Support are the top three products as they 
truly benefit the body. The love of these three in particular brought forth the Power Pack that includes 
them all. From obtaining 102 minerals the body truly needs, removing toxins and metals, increasing 
oxygen levels, increasing the Red Blood Cell count to regaining optimal organ function, the benefits 
are endless.
 
The goal is to heighten spirit through physical detox while extending the life span. As an extension 
of the Divine, our connections are often muddled by what is placed within our bodies. That is where 
the Cabinet comes in - putting in gems that assist with extracting what induces and  embeds harm. 
The spirit depends on the body and, as its home, it must remain livable. We only have one home.

 
“I immediately felt a difference,” “It immediately wiped away my hangover,” and “I’ve only 

been taking your products for a week and I feel better than ever” are just a few quotes 
from customers who have already started to take their power back. Extension of 

life and raised vibrations and frequencies directly from the source start with 
discipline. Unlearning and relearning that the body’s language is loud 

and profound has given people another chance at optimal health. 
Health is life, life is love and the Earth is in the Cabinet. 

@EarthsCabinetLLC
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Brianna Burnley is a 25-year-old aspiring writer with an activist mind. She writes to empower herself and others while 
learning and expressing her Black culture. @/breezybreezee_ 

Love is rooted deeply in the Black soul. Go back to history --- Black enslaved mothers cut the 
throat of their own to spare them the pain and torture of the unknown journey. Most call that 
savage but eternal love for someone enough to protect their body from ugliness, hardship, and 
brutality sounds similar to Black culture.

The most intense display of modern love from a Black mother I’ve encountered was on 
Instagram. There was an imprisoned woman defending her case to a white judge about why she 
killed her child. The mother was retelling the horrendous and explicit story of molestation her 
youngest child endured. As this distressed mother spoke about the excruciating details to the 
unsympathetic judge, the woman was treated as a typical case in the Supreme Court. 

I will spare the details of sodomy, dishonesty, and betrayal but I will discuss the love this 
mother felt for her defenseless youngest. As the judge demanded reasons for her crimes, she 
stated over and over that she was simply “showing the boy how it felt.” This woman was referring 
to inflicting the same torment her youngest felt on her oldest son. Every evil driven deed the 
mother found out she foisted, her personal karma. 

White patriarchal standards of living in the United States has bred a group of overworked, 
stressed, money starved, and often unfocused single mothers. When a mother as such is put 
in a predicament to choose between providing or giving up rights to her family, the answer is 
evident. As the epigram in the Black community goes “you make do”, which is exactly how the 
older child, in this case, took advantage. 

Entrusting the responsibility of the youngest to older siblings is usually a struggling parents’ 
only option. When a mother’s faith does not protect her youngest she feels incompetent. This 
mother passionately talked about how she wanted her son to feel her baby’s pain and how she 
wished she knew. The more dark corners this story took the more this mother talked about the 
disdain and hatred for her eldest children. As one performed the unthinkable crimes the other 
sat back with the knowledge and heedless attitude. The lack of vigilance and literal deadly 
actions of her kids drove her to hate, to murder. 

I speak of this mother because she is a representation of another communal vernacular - 
“working to the bone.” The long hours spent at a low wage job to provide for her children when 
she should have been raising and nurturing or had the financial means to have an adult watch 
over them caused her the opportunity to raise them indefinitely. This mother now joins other 
Black women who have been thrown into the prison pipeline system that is funds focused as 
opposed to rehabilitation focused. The way the Black woman loves is through action. When that 
mother lost her competency and her youngest baby to one of her own, she snapped. Patriarchal 
burden trounces Black love, again.

LACK OF LOVE
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Awaken All of Your Body’s Senses
LovelyLeoSkincare.com

Lovely Leo Skincare

Here’s a reality check: your employer is not obligated to pay you for the rest of your 
life. One day you will either be laid-off, fired, or—if lucky—retire. This affects 
monies you use to sustain yourself and your family.  The chance you will retire 
from your current job is unlikely. The Bureau of Labor Statistics reports 
that the average span a worker stays at their job is 4.2 years. By 65, 
you may have had 10 different jobs! And while it’s a professional 
courtesy to give your employer two weeks notice, they, on 
the other hand, can let you go at a moments notice. 

What are you doing to prevent this? Many believe 
investing in 401k’s, stocks, and savings 
accounts are all that is needed to take 
care of financial emergencies 
and retirement. If you have 
your savings tied up in 
traditional money 
markets,

“If you don’t design your own plan, chances are you’ll fall into someone else’s. And guess what 
they have planned for you? Not much.” 

What’s the strangest thing you’ve done for money? I’ll share an answer most have done but 
don’t realize: “I took out a loan to go to school so I could get a job to pay off my school loans.” 
Far too many of us have certifications - Bachelor, Masters, and even PhD level education and 
all this scholastic status - yet many still find themselves in a quicksand-type of debt, slowly 
sinking deeper. 

This is the kind of reality we all face yet do our best to ignore until our late 40s when we realize 
we have a few “good” employment years left and suddenly think about what retirement looks 
like. The challenge is, these days, tenure is no longer a luxury. The shift in the global economy 
has caused millions of jobs to be lost… and this is before Covid-19! 

Let me ask three questions: 
1. What would be the first thing you think of if you showed up to work on a Monday or about 
to leave on a Friday and were told you were being let go? 
2. Do you live paycheck to paycheck? if so, do you have more than 6 months’ savings? 
3. Have you ever said, “I really can’t complain. At least I have a job?” If so, refer back to 
question #1. 

By  M’Bwebe Ishangi, Cryptowoke Financial Sustainability Movement

FINANCETHE GARDEN 
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Lovely Leo Skincare is 
an exquisite face, body, 
and hair care line. With 
treats like heavenly 
whipped body butters, 
c h a r c o a l - a c t i v a t e d 
soaps, beard oils, hair 
and scalp butters, 
and nourishing face 
masks, your body 
is fully covered. 

Indulge today! 

@okusiqueen & @jayvon_fit wearing @sampson_store, @lovelyleowaistbeads, and @adornedintaji



WWW.SOVEREIGNCOMICS.COM

FOLLOW DAMIAN SINGLETON, THE SON OF CYPHER TEAM ALPHA’S DJINN HUNTERS, AS HE MANEUVERS THROUGH HIS FIRST DAY 
OF SCHOOL. ALL THE WHILE ATTEMPTING TO KEEP HIS PARENTS’ IDENTITIES A SECRET. HOWEVER, THAT’S SHORT-LIVED ONCE 

THE STUDENT COUNCIL PRESIDENT, NOEMIE VIARD, SETS HER EYES ON HIM, REVEALING HIS LINEAGE AND POWER 
RANKING TO THE ENTIRE FRESHMAN CLASS. SHE ANNOUNCES HIM AS “THE STRONGEST FRESHMAN IN CLASS” 

AND THE PERSON TO CHALLENGE IF YOU WANT TO RAISE TO THE TOP OF THE RANKS IN THE SCHOOLS’ 
ECHELON BATTLES. BUT, BEFORE ANYONE ELSE CAN CHALLENGE HIM, SHE CLAIMS FIRST DIBS.

      FEATURED COMIC/GRAPHIC NOVEL  

“ENOUGH”
Will Focus
@TheOneWillFocus | www.TheOneWillFocus.com
Queens, New York



Jashua Sa-Ra is a communications artist that uses hosting, writing, graphic design, wholistic healing, and workshops to 
contribute to a healthy functioning community. www.JASHUASARA.com | @Earthiopian

is betrayal. Calling yourself names and self-deprecation 
(I’m: stupid, clumsy, ugly, fat, weird, nigga, bitch) is 
being traitorous. Modeling yourself after someone 
else’s culture (gangster, superstar, goon, tycoon, 
savage, thug, king/queen, pimps/hoes, suit and 
tie, thong and high heels) is a betrayal with long-
term personal and generational effects.

If we are continually committing self-betrayals, 
it erodes our sense of self-worth. It takes away 
the idea that we are worth fighting for. We 
collectively accept a lower position in society as 
“just the way it is” because we have an internal 
dialogue telling us we don’t deserve the best. It 
makes it so that we’re even suspicious of someone 
who tries to help us! If you analyze yourself (or go 
to a specialist) and identify your own betrayals, 
you can start to repair the trust you have with 
yourself. Set simple goals and honor your word. 
That is the most solid way to build respect, 
confidence, and love for yourself. Integrity of a 
shield or a ship means that there are no cracks or 
breaks in it. Integrity with yourself affords you 
the same protection.

By addressing our self-betrayals, it will put us 
in a position to address the trust issues that 
we have with each other. That is when we will 
begin living our solution! So the best way 
forward for Melanin people to experience the 
higher existence we’re created for is for us to 
unrelentingly give it to ourselves. Let this be the 
example set by ourselves, and then it can be the 
standard we demand of others.

I know that if I walk into your house and the 
floor is filthy, and you ask me to take off my shoes 
but leave yours on, I’m going to passionately 
negotiate with you about that…or leave! If you don’t trust your space, why should I? Likewise, 
why would I invite you into my internal personal space, if I don’t like what I see in there? If 
I don’t have that self-love, it’s almost impossible for me to be completely open for you to see 
who I am inside and connect. This is the truth behind the innerstanding that the best way to 
improve the world is to live as the best version of yourself. Asé
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the nature of its volatility puts your future 
in jeopardy. Recessions, pandemics, and 
even presidential illnesses, factor in to the 
value of commodities in markets we gamble 
our futures on. And, because we don’t watch 
it, we’re unaware of deficits. Case in point, 
millions had steep losses in March of 2020 
when the shelter in place was announced. 
The last recession of 2008-10 saw post-
retired seniors lose $2.4 Trillion in 401k and 
IRAs. 

This model is designed to fail and most 
don’t realize until they’re too old to do 
something about it. It doesn’t have to 
be your design. What’s a garden to you? 
What do you visualize? Dirt, flowers, and 
vegetables. If you cultivate the soil with the 
right conditions for growth it will sustain 
you. Planted seeds are hard to see before 
sprouting, but if you tend to it, it will bear 
fruit. 

Metaphorically, the same can be applied 
to finance. Money, the root of attainability 
and sustainability, if provided with proper 
nourishment—in this case in the form of 
education—will enable a greater ability to 
provide for yourself and your family. To do 
so requires a will to forgo what you’ve been 
taught. I invite you to join the Cryptowoke 
Financial Sustainability Movement where I 
show you ways to live off your savings and 
investments without falling victim to job 
loss nor being taken advantage of in money 
markets rigged to fail. 

Join the Cryptowoke Financial 
Sustainability Movement by visiting : 
cryptowokemovement.com and following 
@cryptowoke!

The Garden Metaphor Of Finance (Continued from Page 25)
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Earth’s Cabinet LLC | www.instagram.com/earthscabinetllc
   Custom tonics, teas, mineral rich supplements, and skincare, all 100% organic

A Taste of T Beauty Supply | www.atotsalonbeauty.com
   Your beauty and grooming needs at your fingertips. Use code BEAUTY493 for 10% off

A Taste of T Salon | www.atotsalon.com
   A private suite salon, specializing in locs, hair color, and wig repair services

Elan by Uri. | www.elanbyuri.com
   Home decor company offering tableware, custom pillows and design services

Adeyemi Artistry | www.adeyemiartistry.com
   The place for your poetic greeting cards and poetry/creative writing programming for the youth

Lovely Leo Skincare | www.lovelyleoskincare.com
   Feed Your Skin with Lovely Leo Skincare’s Heavenly Whipped Body Butters - @lovelyleoskincare

IcyConnections | www.icyconnections.com
   Tailor-made garments with show-stopping appeal - @icyconnections_store

Black Beard Brigade Grooming Co. | www.blackbeardbrigade.com
   Offering the perfect solution leaving your skin and beard looking healthier than ever

Ancestral Strands | www.ancestralstrands.com
   Braid shop and brand specializing in traditional and modern African Braid styles

Melanin On The Map | www.melaninonthemap.com
   An app dedicated to travelers of color for information, inspiration, and motivation to explore

Crown Inspired | www.instagram.com/crowninspired
   Crown Inspired™ is a lifestyle brand that produces parasols, umbrellas and detached hoods

Pink MahogHany Fragrances | www.pinkmahoghany.etsy.com
   A niche fragrance house, from personal fragrances to aromatherapy for both the home and vehicle

Your Queens | www.instagram.com/yourqueens.ent
   The first African Royalty Character and Costume Entertainment Company

Bronx Bound Books | www.bronxboundbooks.com 
   Bronx Bound Books is a bookmobile traveling to various locations hosting literacy events

Lnee Research & Development | www.lneerd.org
   Offering professional development solutions for both job seekers and companies
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Royal, Make-up, Hair | Nori Rane 
Co-Creative Director, Production Assistant | Noryme 
Hughes Bullard 
Photographer | Bymsha Browne Photography

http://www.jashuasara.com
http://www.atotsalonbeauty.com
http://www.atotsalon.com
http://www.elanbyuri.com
http://www.instagram.com/nappygirlnyc 
http://www.adeyemiartistry.com
http://www.ancestralstrands.com
http://www.everythingbtd.com
http://www.ancestralstrands.com
http://www.melaninonthemap.com
http://www.instagram.com/crowninspired
http://www.pinkmahoghany.etsy.com
http://www.instagram.com/yourqueens.ent
http://www.sevenessentialllc.com 
http://www.bronxboundbooks.com
http://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/travel-n-sh-t-podcast/id1438869765?mt=2 
http://www.lneerd.org


Details in the 

APPLY TO WIN $1000 
CASH + $500 WORTH 
OF BRANDING & MEDIA 
ADVERTISING!
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@SLIMTHICKGOODIESCOOKING

HAVE THESE DELE CTABLE CATERED PLATES DELIVERED DIRECTLY TO YOU. 
WHETHER YOU’RE HAVING AN EVENT OR JUST WANT TO SKIP COOKING 
FOR THE EVENING, @SLIMTHICKGOODIESCOOKING HAS YOU COVERED!

Delivering to New York City’s 5 boroughs and New Jersey on Fridays & Saturdays. To inquire or 
place an order, text (718) 395-7418 or Direct Message @SlimThickGoodiesCooking on Instagram.

NEW YORK CITY AND NEW JERSEY!

http://instagram.com/chefdellizhazell
http://instagram.com/travelnshit_
http://instagram.com/theonewillfocus
http://instagram.com/__brushqueen
http://instagram.com/fdapperdr
http://instagram.com/tajimagazine
http://instagram.com/earthiopian
http://facebook.com/cdnyc
http://instagram.com/janellenaomi


Download the free Vol 24 “Curves & Serves” Wallpaper for Your Phone’s Home Screen at
tajimag.com/tajiwallpaper using code “SubscriberSquad”. Screenshot and tag @tajimagazine for 

a feature on our IG page.

Taji Mag digital subscribers receive a 15% discount at Taji 
Mag’s shop on all art prints and apparel using the code 
“clubsquad”. Click on tajimag.com/shop to redeem.

Taji Mag digital subscribers receive a 10% discount on 
TheOneWillFocus Art Prints using the code “taji10”. Click 
on theonewillfocus.com/store to redeem.

Taji Mag digital subscribers receive a 25% discount on 
kweliTV’s monthly subscription for two months using the 
code “kwelisummer25”. Click on kweliTV.com to redeem.

OUR AFFILIATE CLUB FEATURES EXCLUSIVE DEALS FOR OUR TAJI MAG 
DIGITAL SUBSCRIBERS. INDULGE IN BLACK EXCELLENCE!

AFFILIATES CLUB

ELEVATING BLACK BRANDS, NARRATIVES, AND IMAGERY
Subscribe Now on www.TajiMag.com
$5 Digital | $15 Print (+Shipping) 
@tajimagazine | @adornedintaji
#tajimag #adornedintajiroyals
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