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Sehiii (pronounced Say Hi) is a Brooklyn based DIY artist organization dedicated to 
providing a digital and live platform for artists of all types. Through our collective, we promote 
art, culture, community and entrepreneurship. Join us at our events for live entertainment 
ranging from singers, lyricists, musicians, poets, dancers, painters, illustrators, fashion 
designers, photographers, and more. Partake in the delicious eats, Black owned vendors, 
and super dope ambiance. Check www.Sehiii.com for each event date and venue location! 

Join our social networks @SehiiiNYC for updates and more info.

@SEHIIINYCSEHIII.COM
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Taji, Swahili for Crown, is a Black Beaut y & Culture quar terly specialt y publication that embodies 
both the traditional and modern royalt y of Pan-Af rican people. We celebrate our culture and ar ts 
with features f rom our communit y across the globe. Our mission is to provide the Black communit y 
with positive images of Black Beaut y, Fashion, and Family, as well as highlight the positive ef for ts 
of those in our communit y, and provide information on health and wealth specif ic to our needs.



safest paint to play with

Editor’s Pick: Fruiggie™ Ancient Organic Crafts Studio is an eco friendly creative space that 
offers classes and workshops for children. Their classes and workshops are based on the ancient 
African indigenous teachings of arts and crafts using materials from nature as well as recycled 
materials. Their studio provides a safe, worry free, and educational environment where ‘ALL’ 
children are welcomed to engage in play together, especially children with special needs and 
allergen concerns. “It is my observation that too many communities lack art activities that 
cater to all children, especially those children with special needs and allergen concerns,” said 
founder Tamika Albertini.

The uniqueness of their studio is that their art supplies and materials are 100% organic, eco-
friendly, non-toxic, and sustainable, and therefore non-harmful to children or the environment. 
Students are able to explore art utilizing tools and materials found in nature as our ancient 
ancestors used, such as twigs, leaves, and plants. Their art supplies, such as their paints are also 
fruit, vegetable, and plant based, which are all compostable. In 2016, they created their very first 
Fruiggie branded art supply which is the nation’s first all natural and vegan multi-purpose paint. 

It can be used for face painting, 
on paper, canvas, wood, and other 
materials. The ingredients include 
clay, aloe vera, rosemary oil, and 
plant pigments, so it is beneficial 
for the skin when face painting and 
non toxic when creating art. 

On a subconscious level, children 
engage in activities to be in tune 
with themselves as well as with 
nature. Students are also able to 
create with natural items that they 
can eat as a healthy snack. This is 
a ‘new’ way of learning and play, 
yet the old and ancient way of how 
indigenous cultures connected 
with their environment.

Fruiggie’s mission is to inspire 

creative play and artistic expression through nature, while understanding 
the connection between ancient indigenous art-creativity, environmental 
awareness, and being health conscious. These natural ways are practiced 
for the betterment of our children’s environment, health, and creativity 
and it starts with us being the example for our children to lead the way.

Visit www.Fruiggie.com for more information and to purchase a slew 
of amazing educational Pan-African and eco-friendly products!

Tamika Albertini



Hair | MzLadyLox, ATL
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Hair 
Feature

“ T a k e 
the following fine spices...

liquid myrrh, cinnamon, calamus, cassia, 
and... olive oil. Make these into a sacred anointing oil, 

a fragrant blend, the work of a perfumer. It will be the sacred 
anointing oil.” 

Ezekial’s Divine Oils are specially formulated for the hair, body, and spirit. 
Our moisturizing oils are infused with castor oil and 
coconut oil that can be used from head to toe. 

Formulated from a recipe found in Biblical 
scripture, Five Spice oil has been used for centuries 
for anointing and spiritual healing. Each of our 
oils are blended with the divine Five Spices to 
help keep not only your hair and skin,  but your 
spirit at peace. 

Ezekial’s Divine Oils come with a nozzle and a 
spray attachment for easy application to scalp 
and the roots of the hair. 

Ezekial’s Divine Oils come in Peppermint and Coco Mango. Both are 
sold in sets 2 for $25 and can be purchased at 
www.ezekialsdivineoils.com.

Latoya Mincey aka MzLadyLox is an Atlanta based master 
celebrity loctician. She travels the globe spreading beauty 
and self love through her connection with her clients. 
Showing true levels of determination, Toya set out to take 
every natural hair care course she could find, including 
those taught by Loc King Thando Kafele, and eventually 
gained her license to begin working in salons. 

Throughout the past 15 years, Toya has worked as a 
brand ambassador for hair care products, participated 
in major hair shows and expos, and even produced her 

own hair oil line, Ezekial’s Divine Oil. It adds to the 
care she provides, repairing and maintaining our 

natural strands. Although her hair is fire red, 
she loves giving her clients vibrant earthy tones, 
and stylish up-dos. 

To Follow her journey, book Toya for a show, 
and book your appointment, head over to 
@mzladylox!



M’Bwebe Ishangi is the Co-Founder of Duende Naturál and Black Land Matters | e: mbwebe@duendenatural.com
www.duendenatural.com 

By M’Bwebe Ishangi

If you’re connected to social media, you’ve 
noticed the resent boom in world travel by 
POADUS (People of Afrikan Descent in the 
United States). Whereas before, travel was 
limited within the borders of this country, 
today’s generation is trading their car keys 
for passports and airline tickets! A long way 
we’ve come indeed. Just 50 years ago the only 
time we’d travel was to see southern/northern 
relatives by way of the infamous ‘Negro Motorist 
Green Book’ guide that provided black-owned 
restaurants and rest stops as traveling through 
states bore a close resemblance to the dangers 
our Ancestors faced trekking by foot to the 
North by way of the Underground Railroad. 

The internet has enabled a global reach 
eliminating the illusionary domestic borders. 
Coupled with entering the “Information Age”, 
POADUS are gaining interest in international 
travel! 
A 2014 statistic reported the World Travel 
Market makes over $90 Billion each year. The 
hidden jewel of this stat is POADUS account 
for $40 Billion! We are seeing the world and 
spending plenty to do it, but what do we have to 
show for it? With gentrification in full swing, 
the gap in racial economic disparity continues 
to widen as many face a now forced southern 
migration — the polar opposite of the “Great 
Northern Migration” where 6 million POADUS 
moved from the South to the North between 
1910-70 driven by the Industrial revolution 
that created jobs. The current movement 
back to the South is an exodus of sorts, not 
dictated by jobs but rather lower costs of 

living. I find the colonization of land 
(gentrification) warrants a review of 
reasons for travel being a vital piece 
missing from the conversation.  The words of 
Eartha Kitt should resonate with those who 
travel because it simply is the next level! 
Consider the solution to creating 
intergenerational wealth lay in travel, BUT, 
travel with a purpose — that being, a measure 
of countering gentrification is by planting 
your flag! Far too many of us travel but miss 
the opportunity in connecting with indigenous 
folk, staying in 5-star hotels and resorts instead 
of linking with our indigenous cousins living 
there. I speak of this from first-hand experience. 

My partners and I created #DuendeNaturál and 
#BlackLandMatters with an aim to create an 
ecologically sustainable future by developing 
an intentional community for our folk on the 
Caribbean Coast of Costa Rica. The genesis 
of this idea came from simply establishing 
relationships with the locals. You’ll find these 
rekindled relations far more rewarding when 
speaking of the numerous opportunities that 
can be created: from land purchases to the re-
learning of natural medicinal plant use — a 
practice many of us have forgotten living in 
America. We should be able to have more than 
memes and live feeds of our travel experiences. 
Travel with purpose, plant your flag, and 
counter gentrification. I invite you to come to 
Costa Rica with us this year: duendenatural.
com/tour Learn about our Black Land Matters 
Cooperative: blacklandmatters.com Each one 
teach MANY!

“I’ve always said to my men friends, If  you really care for me darling, you 
will  give me territory. Give me land, give me land.” — Actress, Eartha Kitt

TRAVEL WITH PURPOSE, PLANT YOUR FLAG,
AND COUNTER GENTRIFICATION. 
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NayMarie is the Editor and Resident Photographer for Taji Mag. Her goals are to reclaim our imagery and narrative and 
educate the community on cooperative economics to strengthen the Black community. Follow her on IG @tajimagazine.

“Commit to your community and it will serve you back in bountiful returns.” -- NayMarie

Fully aware that the “quick fix” is 
literally that - a quick fix - we must 

spread the word that multiple streams of 
revenue is the best road to financial stability 
and eventually wealth. Whether you’re self-
employed or the employee, providing for you 
and your family can be difficult when relying 
on a sole source of income. To prevent falling 
victim to low sales or unexpected layoffs, plan 
to have your expenses covered with revenue 
flowing from multiple avenues.

All businesses have waves of revenue streams. 
Some are consistent (seasonal or holiday 
based) and others are random and depend on 
your marketing tactics.  To supplement these 
waves, we must have multiple plates spinning 
at once. Even if one plate starts to topple, 
or even drops, we’ll still have other plates 
spinning and can focus on picking back up 
that plate while the other plates are in motion.

Here are some suggestions for gaining multiple 
streams of income:

Whether you’re an entreprenuer already or 
still working for someone else, take the time 
to evaluate what you’re passionate about. 
THAT’S the field you need to be in.

Whether you have a day job or are self-
employed, zone in on securing a primary 
income source that will cover your expenses.

Provide a unique service or product. No one 
is saying you have to reinvent the wheel, but 
be creative with what you’re offering enough 

where you can satisfy a large enough market 
with something they need. Then fill yourself 
up with knowledge on it. People either pay 
you for what you know and they cannnot do 
themselves (ie a photographer) or how they 
can apply your knowledge (ie a life coach).

Grow your network. Social media is a free 
and valuable tool. 

After your income is balanced from the 
first stream, choose related streams that are 
seemless and make you excited. For example if 
you’re a photographer, in additon to providing 
amazing photos, you can offer retouching 
services, provide prints for your photography 
clients, sell your creative/portfolio images as 
collectors art, dive into stock photography, etc. 
A life coach can provide private lessons, be a 
guest speaker, host intimate group sessions, 
write a self-help book, etc.

Most importantly, invest in passive income. 
This is income that makes you money with 
little to no effort on your part and helps to 
cover the expenses of your other businesses. If 
you own property, rent it out. Sell an e-book. 
Create a video channel. Etc, etc, etc. Pick 
something that comes easy to you and makes 
you money while you sleep.

By NayMarie

MULTIPLE STREAMS OF 
REVENUE = WEALTHFI
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WRAPPED OR UNWRAPPED, WE ARE ALL BEAUTIFUL 
Taji Vol 10 Model Contest Winner

Photography | NayMarie - @iamnaymarie 
Royal | Francesca - @franwitdabandz

Makeup | Shanna Jay - @shanna__j
Lip Color | Rubylipsllc - @rubylipsllc

Wardrobe | Stitch&Run - @stitchnrun_

FLIPPED

REVOLUTIONIZED

To be Black is a political statement, without cause or intent. Thus to be Blackity Black is a force that must be stopped. 
These are stigmas placed on us by a society not meant for us. We must instead reclaim our imagery and narratives 
Inflict change both radically and fundamentally. These are our collective interpretations. REVOLUTIONIZE.
Featured Melanin Royal: EmpressAK of Empressive Finds | “Hidden in every woman, is a little girl who played 
dress up and dreamt of being regal. She unleashed her creativity and panache through accessorizing. Empressive 
Finds seeks to reconnect this inner child with the now evolving woman. With its meticulously selected accessories/

headwraps & poignant affirmations, the inner Goddess in every woman is awakened.” Adorn yourself... 
www.empressak.com | IG @empressak and empressivefinds
Photography | NayMarie - @iamnaymarie; Makeup | Robert Betancourt - @paintedby_rob, lip color from Rubylipsllc - 
@rubylipsllc; Styling | Uri Brown - @elan_byuri; Head Wraps & Accessories | Empressive Finds - @empressivefinds; 
Light Tech | Will Focus - @theonewillfocus



RECLAIMING OUR DEFINITIONS IS KEY 
TO OUR MENTAL LIBERATION. LOCS ARE 

GLORIOUS  JOURNALS. 
BEAUTY REDEFINED.

TPhotography | NayMarie - 
@iamnaymarie 

Royal | Fun - @iloveyoufun
Makeup | DC - @dcwerkzz

REDEFINED

REMOVING STIGMAS AND ALLOWING ROOM FOR JOY
Taji Vol 10 Model Contest Winner
Photography | NayMarie - @iamnaymarie 
Royal | Rivkins - @rivkins_c

#BLACKMENSMILE



YOU CAN BE PROFESSIONAL AND STILL HONOR YOUR CULTURE. 
DONT LET ANYONE MAKE YOU COMPROMISE.

Photography | NayMarie Photography - @iamnaymarie
Royal | Adoch - @adoch
Wardrobe & Jewelry | Tafari Tribe Shop - 
@tafaritribemarketplace
Headwrap | Latam Wic - @latamwic

CONNECTED ROOTS
EMBRACING HONESTY AND REMOVING THE 

MASK THAT CONCEALS EMOTION FOR THE 
SAKE OF LOOKING UNBOTHERED. 

Photography & Concept | AJ Browne
- @bymshabrownephotography 

 Model, Makeup, & Stylist | Tenia Hardy
- @queen.tnia_ardi

Stylist & Creative Director | Sidnei Beal 
- @cliquephoto

VITALITY



VICTORY AT ADWA
Light of Ethiopia | Empress Taitu Betul

Tigray, the northernmost region of Ethiopia, and site of 
a major pivotal moment in the history of Africa’s only 
never colonized sovereign kingdom; the battle of Adwa.  
Italian forces invading from Eritrea had fortified a military 
stronghold where they planned to claim an advantage over 
Ethiopian forces commanded by Emperor Menelik II. The 
King himself fought on the frontlines with the Abyssinian 
army and was regarded as a great fighter and leader. It 
was, however, Menelik’s beloved Empress consort, Taitu 
Betul, who proved to be a worthy strategist and equally 
formidable warrior as she led her own battalion in the 
first Italo-Ethiopian war. Exhausted and beginning to 
retreat, Ethiopian soldiers were encouraged and inspired 
by Empress Taitu to stand firm, push on and overcome the 
enemy. It was her decisiveness at a critical time that made 
it possible for her beloved Ethiopia to triumph.  When 
Empress Taitu directed Ras Makonnen (earthly father of 
then Lidj, later Ras Tafari) to cut off the water supply to the 
Italian troops, it forced them to abandon their stronghold 
and face Menelik at Adwa, a much more favorable grounds 
for engagement. This was a move that proved to be the 
turning point of the war and on March 1st, 1896 victory 
belonged to Ethiopia!  Not only did this ensure Ethiopia’s 
independence; it was a necessary exemplary spearhead 
aimed directly at decolonization for the whole of Africa! 

Taitu, which roughly translates to Sunshine, was also known 
as “the light of Ethiopia.” She was born of royal lionage near 
the Semien province in northern Ethiopia as a descendant 
of the Solomonic dynasty.

Her role in the advancement of Ethiopia came at a time 
when women were not commonly prominent figures 
in government or education. The Empress herself was 
well educated which helped her to be instrumental and 
influential in the development of her ancient country. 
 
She was considered equal to Emperor Menelik II and 
together they forged ahead and began an unstoppable 
modernization movement in Ethiopia.  The capitol city 
Addis Ababa (New Flower) was founded and named by 
Empress  Taitu.  She opened the first modern hotel in Addis 
Ababa, started a domestic financial institution to help the 
indebted obtain loans, the  first wool factory in Ethiopia 
was put in place by Empress Taitu, she also established the 

historic Menbere Tsehay Entoto 
Mariam church. 

Taitu Betul is the quintessential 
warrior Queen of the 19th 
century and her legacy is still 
alive and well over 100 years 
later.  

Above, II-Kaya Ises honors Empress Taitu the revolutionary and commemorates her courage on 
the battlefield to fight alongside her King and Ethiopia’s soldiers alike.  In the spirit of tradition, 
the shield II-Kaya holds is authentic and likely to have actually been used at the battle of Adwa. 
The powers of protection from the ancestors are mightily at hand!

Photography: NayMarie - @iamnaymarie
Royal: II-Kaya Ises - @ii_kaya_ises
MUA:  Kim Nicole of KNC Concepts - @kncconcepts
Lip Color: Rubylipsllc - @rubylipsllc
Graphics: Jah Reveal DeSigns - @jahrevealdesigns

VICTORY AT ADWA  (Translation of Amharic text)
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1/2 cup Arborio rice (risotto rice)
2 cups vegan vegetable stock
8 ounce pack of mushrooms of choice
1 ear of fresh corn on the cob
1/4 cup green peas
1 small yellow onion
4 cloves of garlic
Olive oil for cooking
Salt and pepper to taste
1. Bring rice and vegetable stock to rolling 
boil, lower heat to simmer. Stir periodically 
to avoid sticking. Set aside when finished.
2. In a separate pan, sauté mushrooms in 
olive oil about five minutes. Season with 
salt and pepper, set aside.
3. Place corn directly onto low to medium 
flame. Rotate corn making sure each side 
is slightly blackened by the flame.
Allow to cool then gently slice the corn 
kernels from the cob.
4. Finely chop small onion and garlic 
cloves. Sauté onion in olive oil until tender 
on medium fire, then add garlic and sauté 
on low fire about 3 minutes. Season with 
salt and pepper.
5. To the onion garlic mixture, add the 
cooked risotto, mushrooms, corn kernels, 
and green peas. Add salt and pepper to 
taste, garnish with fresh chives and enjoy!
 
For more tips follow Delliz on IG 
@chefdellizhazell!

WILD MUSHROOM RISOTTO

Delliz
As with many things in life, maintaining 
something to keep it working properly is 
much better than fixing it later on. This 
is especially true when it comes to your 
body. Getting a yearly physical exam is an 
important way to ensure that every part of 
your body is functioning at full capacity. 
No matter what your level of physical 
activity, age, gender, or race, this form of 
preventative medicine is crucial for your 
overall health.

At a routine physical, doctors and their staff 
generally check your weight, height, blood 
pressure, pulse, breathing, ears, eyes, and 
throat. Many also draw blood to screen for 
diseases or any other abnormalities, assess 
any potential health risks, and work with 
you to develop a plan to keep your lifestyle 
as healthy and happy as possible. Besides 
a yearly preventative screening, there 
are many other reasons why people get 
checkups including  playing competitively 
on a sports team and starting a new job.

Going on a regular basis to check your 
levels and treat possible underlying 
conditions helps to keep you as healthy as 
a horse.

For more tips follow Clint on IG 
@wadadlli7!

CLINT’S MOTIVATION TIPS

TRaineR
ClinT theChef

KnicknacksBk is Brooklyn’s best kept 
secret. Established in 2002 in a Bed Stuy  
kitchen with a love for family, eating, and 
gatherings, it grew into a passion. Owner 
Tamar Adams reminisced, “This is how 
we bonded, as most families do. Eating, 
laughing, snapping on each other. We 
began inviting friends to our gatherings, 
keeping close in mind the ethics behind 
sharing a meal together. We don’t share 
a meal with everyone”.  Soon, they began 
doing just that. Sharing their meals led to 
customers placing orders. 

Tamar had just graduated from college 
and started raising her family. Even though she was just hired at a new job, the passion that 
she had for cooking and presentation could not compete. She knew she had a lot to learn, but 
she was determined to succeed. Fast-forward to 2017, KnicknacksBk has expanded into pop-
up Crab Fests and a full service catering brand. “After our restaurant closing and plenty of 
mistakes I found what I loved. Even though we cater Latin, Soul, and Caribbean dishes, I love 
throwing crab fests. I used to think sleepless nights were a curse, but as time continues I realize 
it was a blessing for my passion. Late nights and weekends are spent perfecting seasonings and 
cooking methods.”

KnicknacksBK is a family business that only uses the freshest ingredients to assure 
quality. They cater all events. To book them or attend their next pop-up, find details at 
BrooklynCrabfest.com. Follow them on Instagram, Snapchat, and Facebook @Knicknacskbk!
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Photos: Royal | Ngonda; Photography | NayMarie; Wardrobe | Stitch&Run

Eyewear affects not only how one sees, but how one looks. 
In their many shapes, styles, and colors, glasses can 
enhance facial proportions, features, and skin tone. 
Bold, conspicuous glasses may even make a virtue 
out of necessity and serve as a personal trademark. 
The excess of eyewear by many all over the world, 
rarely makes you stop and say “WOW, who is that 
and where did they get their specs from?” Well 
that’s where 9oclockteeparty comes in.

In the spring of 2016, Tiffany Mack of Brooklyn, 
NY created 9oclockteeparty to embark on her 
dream of being an owner of a specialized eyewear 
brand. With the tagline “Bringing the INDIVIDUAL out 
of you,” 9oclockteeparty was conceived from the lack of 
unique eyewear.  

Using crystals, pearls, gems, gold plated materials and the 
like, 9oclockteeparty transforms DUD specs into DOPE 
pieces. Ranging from vintage styles to futuristic journeys, all 
of the accents are created and hand placed strategically to tell 
a story. Inspired by everyday life and all its joys, the products are 
humbly designed to brighten you up and driven to be a conversation 
piece. 

Follow 9oclockteeparty on Instagram 
and Facebook @9oclockteeparty, 
then enjoy the shopping experience 
on www.9oclockteeparty.com!

Dress Your Spirit: The Peppermint Story

* Peppermint Foot Butter to pep up your love life from the bottom up to ignite a spark! 

* Peppermint foot lotion, massaged lightly, is a creamy lotion to soften and exhilarate the feet! 

* Peppermint Essential Oil opens up your sinus and nasal passageway. This aids in allergy 
relief. It’s highly concentrated! Use a few drops in a humidifier, bath water, or cotton ball to 
breathe easier.    

* Mint Jubilee body spray/air freshener, made with Peppermint Essential Oil, is used to energize 
the body. 

* Peppermint Hair Oil is for dry itchy scalp. It helps to stimulate the pores. 

* Peppermint Sea Salt Soak for bath lovers. It removes impurities from the body and soothes 
and rejuvenates for new found energy.

* Peppermint Body Scrub for shower lovers. Use the sea salt and oil to exfoliate and moisturize 
your skin during showers. 

* Peppermint lip butter to moisturize and soothe the lips.

Follow @TheCelestineCollection on IG, FB, and Pinterest 
Shop online at www.thecelestinecollection.com



Africa Jackson is a freelance agitator living between Ireland and mid coast. She spends her days whistling at construction 
workers and calling white people the “W” word. (Her best friend is white.) Follow her on twitter at @AfricaJwrites.

Dapper Dr. Feel is a burgeoning Southern gentleman looking for love in all the wrong places while applying to medical 
school. He volunteers with autism awareness projects and hopes to mentor other young Black men.

DDF: Black love is similar to agape love; it involves truth, 
transparency, devotion, and endurance to withstand the obstacles 
of the world.

AJ: Black love is uniquely insightful. It persists despite trauma. It’s 
what exists between my son and I.

DDF: That’s real. I want more emphasis on devotion and endurance though. That foundation is 
often missing. Society is so ADD, but it’s beyond the exciting parts.

AJ: Right. A lot of us are seeking this chemical high that simply isn’t sustainable. I will say 
though, I do want someone to at least be excited to be with me. Reciprocity is key.

DDF: And this gets back to endurance. Making things work (under healthy conditions) can lead 
to falling further in love with your partner. It helps with reciprocity and balance.

AJ: Some of the best examples of Black love in my life come from other Black women. We create 
sister circles and support one another through careers, relationships, health, self-care, etc. I 
wish it was easier to build a coed version of that.

DDF: I wish Black women remembered that there are Black men who will respect, love, and 
value you. I want to know what else I can do to help women understand that.

AJ: Black men can openly express their vulnerability, promote an unflinching defense of us. 
Talk to Black men who you know are not respecting/loving us. Speak out when your homeboy 
posts sexist memes or comments that put down Black women. If you see someone harassing a 
Black woman, defend her... without trying to get her number. And please stop using the term 
“friend-zoned”. Lol.

DDF: For us, we often don’t express how we feel, or if we do, it doesn’t come out the way we 
want it. Growing up, we are taught to be tough and to suppress our emotions. We all just have 
to be more honest...with others, yes. But moreso with ourselves I know women have stories of 
men lying, claiming they want a relationship when in the end they just wanted sex. Both sides 
need to be more honest.

Catch the extended version of this conversation every month at TajiMag.com. Join in on the 
discussion via twitter: @TajiMagazine #BlackLoveConvo.

Africa Jackson (@AfricaJwrites) & Dapper Dr. 
Feel (@DapperDrFeel) sat down to have a real 
conversation about Black love. Here’s what happened.
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There’s something I’ve noticed in my 
travels as an educator and teaching 
artist in New York City. I’ve worked 

with early childhood daycare centers, summer 
camps, elementary schools, and junior highs 
throughout Brooklyn, Queens, and Manhattan. 
No matter where I go or what age I teach, there 
is a tendency among black youth to act very 
shy and/or uninterested. The students who 
strive for success and think outside of the box 
are often mocked and shamed into silence and 
inactivity while perfectly capable students 
who go out of their way to underachieve are 
lifted up amongst the social hierarchies in 
their respective schools as the kids to emulate. 

I had a hard time understanding this and then 
I started looking at my own life and the parents 
around me, and I realized we’re the problem. 
How many times have you heard a black parent 
on public transportation tell their very small 
child to ‘shut up!’ How many instances in your 
own life can you recall of being reprimanded 
or even hit, simply for ‘playing too much’ or 
‘talking too loud’ or ‘not staying still’? How 
many times have you overreacted to your own 
child’s innocent enthusiasm with aggravation, 
or worse, indifference? 

I know what you’re thinking if you have your 
own children, and I’m not writing this to make 
you feel bad. I know I’m guilty of going off the 
deep end when I need some peace and quiet. 
I have snapped at my beautiful babies more 
than a time or two and stolen their joy simply 
because I didn’t get enough rest or I didn’t 
have it in me to answer a million questions or 
play a card game when they asked me to. 

Parents are only human, and black parents 

have to be super human in a world that lets our 
children know from a very young age that they 
are different, while simultaneously expecting 
100% more effort from them just to receive half 
the accolades of their counterparts. That can 
be a hard pill to swallow and it’s a terrifying 
reality we must alert our children to if they 
are to overcome it. But that doesn’t mean they 
can’t live full lives and bask in the innocence 
of their childhood like all kids deserve to.

Once we convince our children that they should 
hush for our comfort or that enthusiasm is 
something to be snuffed out, they internalize 
excitement as unnecessary and stoicism as a 
natural reaction to someone else’s passion. 
That leaves us with entire schools full of kids 
who love the resident knucklehead but tear 
down the ‘nerd’ excited about the 95% they 
received on a math test, or a group of girls who 
would love to take African dance but won’t 
sign up because they don’t want to be labeled 
‘lame’ for participating in school activities.

If we all put a little more effort into exploring 
our children’s natural talents and interests with 
them, encouraging their excitement instead of 
stifling it, and allowing them access to a full 
range of emotions, including their loud and 
rambunctious side, I think we’d find ourselves 
living in communities full of children with 
better interpersonal skills and access to their 
innate potential.   

There’s nothing I want more for our young 
people than harmony amongst themselves 
and opportunities to reach their highest 
potential. As parents, relatives and community 
members, the least we can do is start practicing 
enthusiasm and kindness at home.

Tajh Sutton is the founder of Young People of Color Incorporated- an NPO that fosters critical thinking, empowerment 
and creativity in youth POC, and Loc Love Lives Here- a pro black revolutionary space for Loc wearers and lovers. Check 
out more on this topic on her blog at afrocenchick.wordpress.com and follow her on social media at @afrocenchick.

No More Stifling the Happiness of Our Black Children

#CAREFREEBLACKKIDS2K17 & BEYOND 

By Tajh Sutton



“AAYKAYE”
Featured Artist: Will Focus
www.TheOneWillFocus.com
IG & TW | @TheOneWillFocus

FEATURED COMIC/GRAPHIC NOVEL

ACCIDENTALLY BREAKING A BARRIER 
BETWEEN OUR WORLD AND THEIRS (CALLED 
THE MOTHER KINGDOM), IS’NANA, THE SON 
OF ANANSI (THE WEST AFRICAN GOD OF 
SPIDERS) ACCEPTS THE RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR RELEASING CREATURES OF HORROR 
INTO OUR WORLD, VILLAINS WHO WANT 
NOTHING MORE BUT TO CAUSE CHAOS 
AND MAYHEM TO ACHIEVE THEIR OWN 
DIABOLICAL OR SELFISH GOALS. WITH 
GUIDANCE FROM HIS FATHER, IS’NANA 
NOT ONLY STRIVES TO LIVE UP TO HIS 
FATHER’S NAME BUT TO ALSO REACH 
HIS OWN POTENTIAL WHILE HE SEEKS 
TO DISCOVER HIS INDIVIDUALITY 
AND PLACE IN THE WORLD.

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
ISNANATHEWERESPIDER



Royal | Ngonda - @badilamoon
Photography | NayMarie 
Photography - @iamnaymarie
Wardrobe | Stitch&Run - 
@stitchnrun_

BLACK BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTS
Alana Ladson Art | www. alanaladson.com
  Artist creating pins, prints, paintings and stickers of women of color and other magical beings

TréSoaps | www.instagram.com/treasoaps
  Custom made soaps great for all events and occasions

KnicKnacksBK | www.knickknacksnyc.com
  Best seafood out of the heart of Brooklyn | 347-933-0558 Delivery available

A Taste of T Salon | www.atotsalon.com
  Specializing in color, locs, and extension services | Augusta, GA

Mr. Anigboro by ImaniLia | www.ImaniLia.com
  Mr. Anigboro by ImaniLia is the Afrocentric Men’s Line you’ve been waiting for

Oh My Heavenly Hair (OMhh) | www.ohmyheavenlyhair.com
  Lush, vegan products designed to reestablish healthier hair and skin naturally

TheOneWillFocus | www.theonewillfocus.com
  Advertising, Branding, and Illustration work for individuals, start-ups, and corporations

Forever Audacious | www.foreveraudacious.com
  Culturally Rich & Bold Accessories for the Esoteric

ColoredContent | www.coloredcontent.com
   ColoredContent showcases the best Black web series, all on one platform

Ruby Lipsllc | www.rubylipsllccosmetics.com
  Vegan friendly cosmetics company

ImaniLia Designs | www.ImaniLia.com
   ImaniLia, showing you how to find the fashionably edgy royal within you through clothing

CodeBlu Magazine | www.youtube.com/channel/UCkBCmkCtS4KXEBkJh411PFw
  The latest new fashions, celebrity styles, designers, fitness, makeup, and what’s new and chic

Mac Shack | www.macshackny.com
  A unique dining experience offering 30 classic, seasonal, and creative macaroni & cheese flavors

Aquarian Thoughts Jewelry | www.aquarianthoughts.com
  Unique Artisan Jewelry made with hand selected gemstones or metal components

Shop NayMarie | http://shop.naymarie.com
  Black Art, Apparel, and Home Decor 



revolutionize
transform, alter dramatically, shake 
up, turn upside down, restructure, 
reorganize, transmute, metamorphose, 
transform, alter dramatically, 
shake up, turn upside down, 
restructure, reorganize, 
transmute, metamorphose...

Royal | Alphonso 
Photography | NayMarie
Hair | MzLadyLox

“Helios”
God of the Sun

Photography & Set Design | 
Jefferson Ariaga

Royal, Makeup, Styling | 
Emma Theresa
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