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SPIKE:

A COLLECTION OF MOVIE PHOTOGRAPHY WITH
CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER, DAVID LEE

6

Movie set photos are the first of what we see of upcoming films. Before the trailers, the
soundtrack singles, and promotional material, the images give the audience a visual
of what is to come. Spike Lee‘s new book, SPIKE, features film still photos, behindthe-scenes, and on-the-set pictures of all of the Award-winning director’s life’s work.
Most of the photographs were provided by Lee’s brother, veteran lensman, David
Lee. David has provided photography for most of Spike’s films from She’s Gotta
Have It to BlacKkKlansman. Taji Mag was able to discuss the creative’s experience
and contribution to the new book.
Falling In Love With the Art
David explained his first exposure to photography was when he was twelve or so. His mom had bought a
brownstone and one of the tenants was a photographer. Lee said, “He (the photographer) taught me how to
process black and white film. I had a 35mm camera with the screws falling out at the time. It was not that
great of a camera.” When asked when he fell in love with photography, he said, “The moment photography
really clicked was when I was at my maternal grandmother’s house in Atlanta. My grandfather had a Kodak
Brownie camera and, to operate it, I had to look down. It gave me an idea of composition and, as I walked
around with it, I saw perspectives changing and never forgot that experience. I understood that I could
express what I saw from that moment on, and the camera would be my paintbrush. There is no getting tired
of photography for me. My muse is in my photography.”
David did photography throughout high school. In college, he aspired to be a renaissance artist much
like Langston Hughes, Richard Wright, and other artists he was exploring at the time. His inspiration for
the written arts came from his mother, an English and African-American History Teacher. His father, a
musician, inspired him to explore music, but that all came to a halt around age twenty. He’d finally realized
his creative potential and even wrote screenplays himself, but had difficulty writing essays. So he followed
his true passion, photography.
“Photography will be the artistic expression that will be with me my whole life.” – David Lee
How to Capture the Moment
Lee explained how he captured the moment by saying, “At first you just try to capture and cover everything.
With digital, I shoot too much and bury myself in editing. I pride myself in picking the right photo out of
hundreds to capture the moment. It’s a great position to have. After all, you are pretty much limited because
sometimes your only shot is next to a camera.” Lee further explained, “You have to find the right space, the
right lens, and get the shot that is usable. Most importantly, you have to capture the moment. It’s the visual
component of visual storytelling.”
David walked me through what it’s like to discover those good photos after shooting, stating, “Sometimes
your good shots are intentional and other times you don’t realize what you have shot until later.” He recalled
a moment when he caught a fantastic and unplanned shot, explaining, “…I just did photography for Denzel
Washington’s new film Journal for Jordan. We had this one shot with Michael B. Jordan; he was shirtless,
as usual, and with a baby on a couch. Two film cameras are running on each side, so I had to squeeze
Felipe Patterson, aka Dapper Dr. Feel, is a freelance writer and creative. #BlackLoveConvo & Entertainment contributor.
The burgeoning southern gentleman is always looking for a great film to review and an inspirational story to write. He
volunteers with autism awareness projects and hopes to mentor other young Black men. @DapperDrFeel.

in between them to find my shot. As Michael raised the baby, the baby reached down, grabbed the dog
tags around his neck, and looked at it. All I could think was, “Yes! Yes! This is a great shot!” This was an
unscripted moment, and I knew right away that was the shot.”
David explained that he was proud of himself. The next break the crew had for filming, he downloaded the
shot and showed the photo to Denzel on a computer. He recalled Denzel being so excited that he ran into
another room to grab the co-star of the film, Chanté Adams, to see it. Once Chante saw the photo, she burst
into tears. David continued to explain that Denzel called up Dana Canedy, whom the film was based on,
and sent the image to her. “She too burst into tears. Everyone who saw that shot became emotional because
it was as if it had channeled something”, he described.
I asked David if he ever had a conversation with Denzel about his creative evolution over the years from
Mo’ Better Blues to now Journal for Jordan. He replied, laughing, “You don’t have a conversation with
Denzel; you listen. You do whatever he tells you to do.”
David went on to talk about his history with Denzel. He humorously said, “While shooting Malcolm X, he
was throwing me off the set so many times. I was messing up; he should’ve thrown me off the set. During
the scene in Malcolm X where Malcolm is copying the dictionary in prison, I am under the table and below
the camera, trying to get into a good position. Denzel was like, ‘Get out!’. He explained, “I didn’t take it
personally because I [knew] I was distracting him.
Favorite Films
When asked what films David loved shooting with his brother Spike, he said, “My favorites are Malcolm
X, Do the Right Thing, The BlacKkKlansman, and Da 5 Bloods but I mostly like documentaries… When
the Leveey’s Broke and If God Is Willing and da Creek Don’t Rise.” He said Spike would send him off to
take pictures for the films during the interviews and press. This threw me back into my documentary
photography days”, David said excitedly.
Continued on Page 11

By Dapper Dr. Feel
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COMMUNITY
SPOTLIGHT:
MAKEDA MASKA-FLEURS
Created in April 2019, the Maska-Fleurs is a fashion
accessory and an original creation of FLORAFFIA©. They are
handmade and produced in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
In June 2021, FLORAFFIA© presented the MAKEDA Maska-Fleurs. Inspired
by the strength, beauty, and wisdom of the Queen of Saba, FLORAFFIA©
reinvented its brand.
The MAKEDA Maska-Fleurs, a symbol of the freedom of speech, represents all kinds of
emotions we encounter during our lives. Sometimes you’re stuck, you feel afraid but you have
to stand up and use that energy to know who you are and what you are capable of. Shape your
future and illuminate people around you.
The hidden message behind the Maska-Fleurs is clear: “Be the light of your own way.”
Shop these beautiful masks at https://floraffia.squarespace.com!

Hair
Feature

Hair | @bedaniellehair
Montreal, Québec, Canada

Royals | @its._axel, @theycallmelilll,
@agnes_nekaa
Photography | @bencksphoto
Makeup | @beautybypreesk
Styling, Accessories | @ kali.works

This collection is Moriri, the Setswana word for Hair.
Lindy, the co-founder of Kali Works, was born and raised
in Botswana where getting your hair done on Sundays
before a new week was a common ritual. There’s an
undeniable beauty in the many variations of Black
hair and Black hairstyles and this is just their way
of celebrating a few of them.

WHAT I CAN OFFER:

Solo Travel

HERE’S HOW I’M MANAGING MY TRAVEL ANXIETY

Throughout the past year, the importance
of being intentional with my trips has
been heavily reaffirmed. The pause in
travel COVID threw our way disrupted
the muscle memory I’d developed in
the planning and booking process. The ethical
decision of visiting many places along with the
numerous travel advisories and updates has
made it all a more complex process. Will I be
safe in this new environment (i.e. how them
COVID numbers lookin)? Will I be adding a
strain on the local community if I visit at this
time? Are the requirements for entry likely to
change between booking and arrival and cause
complications? This is a new era of travel for
me, and, as a person who experiences anxiety,
it’s been tough, fam. Thankfully, I’ve found a
few consistent measures that have helped me
manage these new travel anxieties and I hope
sharing them with you helps mitigate any of
yours.
Dig deep.
When I get stuck on a decision, I’ve found that
working backward brings me clarity. Instead of
focusing on the solution, I’ve begun focusing
on the actual frustration; what about a choice
makes it a good or bad decision? From there, I
list what I need to be satisfied with a decision,
make the choice that checks the
most boxes, and move on.
Keep it simple.
Flying state to state
and exploring new

By dCarrie

regions of the good old USofA has been the
easiest way for me to manage the amount of
information I have to sort through. I find it
easier to navigate individual state updates and
the travel requirements for the one country
than to consistently check updates both
here and abroad. Politics aside, the land this
country occupies and the cultures that can be
found and explored here are beautiful.
Explore nearby.
Road trips have allowed me to mitigate how
much I need to subject myself to shared spaces,
and given me so much comfort knowing I
can stay in my own sanitized bubble. It also
allows me to bring along any and every item
that will bring me comfort during my stay that
wouldn’t otherwise fit in a carry-on.
Deep, simple, and close have been my travel
themes for the year. Similar to the different
wellness modalities I explore in my Mindful
Traveler Course, these intentional actions
have recently and consistently helped me
navigate what feels both safe and fulfilling for
me in my travels.
Tune in every Thursday to Travel N Sh!t
Podcast and visit travelnshitpodcast.com
for resources and nuanced
conversation surrounding the
ways travel intersects with
everyday life.

dCarrie is figuring things out one adventure at a time, occasionally sharing with the interwebs. Follow her podcast, Travel
N Sh!t, at www.TravelNShitPodcast.com and on social media at @travelnshit_.

A SIMPLE (BUT NOT EASY) FORMULA FOR FREEDOM
By Jashua Sa’Ra
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One of the most effective hustles being run on people around the globe is to make
“white” culture the standard of validation. It’s systemic, obviously, but it’s also insidious.
As it progresses, it creeps deeper, quietly and subtly. Participating in American culture
is a poison that makes you think that getting more poison is the cure. It’s a game that
you lose by the very act of playing, like arguing with a fool. You can’t beat the beast at
being the beast…and even if you can, your reward is that you’ve become the beast, but beastier.
What does freedom look like for maafa survivors? Barack Obama, right? Nah. His administration
was white imperialism in blackface. It was under his watch that Ghadafi was killed and Libya
destroyed. That was a major loss for African people globally. It happened because of what he
was doing with the dinar, the United States of Africa, an African central bank, African satellites,
etc. He was getting his people out of their adversaries’ traps.
For us to truly be a free people, it requires a separation from “America.” It requires us to step
away from that identification and really comprehend who we are in the world. We will have to
be reflective and creative. I don’t like any of the familiar names we go by: black, negro, colored,
nigga, African American, etc. I didn’t want to just say African because that’s a continent, not
a people, and I don’t have a particular culture I can claim. Plus we got melanin ancestors who
were here before Europeans arrived. I tried to switch it up to American African, but nah. I’m
pan-African, but that’s political science, not a cultural identity.
We are the people who lost familial, national, and historical affiliations. We’ve had to find
something more intrinsic to connect on. We talk about a “Black card” in acknowledgment
that we do have a shared cultural reality, though loosely defined. A clear and organized unity
amongst us is the single most threatening thing to America -- at least that was FBI Director J.
Edgar Hoover’s professional opinion. The recurring response to a melanin unifier is to destroy
and/or discredit, whether it’s a person or a group. The fact that it causes the height of their fear
response should be assessed thoroughly and used as strategic information.
Why does Black unity threaten the American corporation on such a high level? The basic
European economic model is this: take away what you have, repackage it, then sell it back
to you. We had community, happiness, spirituality, health, love; now all of those things are
monthly bills. Community has been parceled out as child care, education, elder care, restaurants,
medical care, therapy, etc. Happiness has been relegated to material accumulation and overconsumption. And the government is a hustle to get money off of all that. The entire system
is set up to capitalize on pain and feelings of separation. If we heal our pain and unite, that is,
by default, the complete collapse of their system. That’s why it evokes in them hostility with
extreme prejudice.
Their cultural psychological diseases provoke them to toss relentlessly from one fear to
another. Rather than courage, they have historically turned to anger and violence to process
fear. Because they see everything through the lens of fear, then all their actions are to be seen
rightly as attacks. Therefore, even the societies they create attack the very people in them. As
long as you’re inside the belly of the beast, it’s feeding on you, no matter what you do.
An abusive relationship is still abusive on the “good” days.
(Continued on Page 30)

A Collection of Movie Photography With
Contributing Photographer, David Lee
(Cont’d from Pg 6)

DAVID LEE

“It was hard for people to watch the
opening death scenes of Clockers, but I
had fun shooting!” David explained the
research process and the method he used to
recreate the photos he referenced, stating, “For
research, Spike and I went to the Bronx homicide
headquarters. We were able to look at pictures
and look at old notes from investigations. I used
that time to recreate the crime scenes and used my
reference Weegee, a classic crime photographer in the
1940’s and 50’s. [With] projects like these, I like to showcase my creativity.”
I asked David how he became a part of this project to which he replied, “The editor, Steve Crist, got in
touch with me through Spike. I started a months-long deep dive into my catalog.” David continued, “Three
months into my search, I would remember having even more photos to go through. I would call Steve and
tell him I had pictures of Lawrence Fishburne when he did the White Lines music video in NYU Film
School. It allowed me the opportunity to go through my many years of work and find old photos. This book
really covers the span of Spike’s career.”
FYI: David Lee has provided photography for films Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, John Wick, Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom, and Broken Flowers. He is also providing photography for the Denzel Washingtonhelmed film, Journal For Jordan.
“SPIKE is genuinely a celebration of Spike Lee’s life and serves as a documentary in book form. I spent a couple
of hours revisiting the time in my life when each film was released.
It was so cool to see pictures of the handwritten script
pages and how many actors/actresses were featured in
Spike Lee films before becoming household names,
i.e., Samuel L. Jackson, Giancarlo Esposito, Alfre
Woodard. I was surprised to find out through
the book former President Barack Obama took
his wife, former First Lady, on a date to see
Do the Right Thing before they were married.
“Whether you are a creative, movie lover, or
Spike Lee fan, you will appreciate the nostalgic
journey that David Lee’s photos provide.

PEDAGOGY IN A PANDEMIC

12
By Janelle Naomi

2021 is already being called “The Great Resignation” with over 5 million Americans
resigning from the workforce this year. In the field of education, according to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, “layoffs in education rose 57% from 2019 to 2020, voluntary
“quits” rose 16%.” (brookings.edu) Due to the global pandemic and resulting lockdown
in many states, there is a country-wide teacher shortage within the public school system
but there is not a shortage of students in the schools. This begs the critical question:
who is teaching our children?

ED U C AT ION
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Nation-wide, 7% of public school teachers are Black despite 15% of children in public
schools being Black. All these stats equate to Black children being in schools, with a majority
of their teachers not looking like them. The additional stress caused because of the pandemic
has caused more turnover than ever before. Schools are not closing, yet. But the long-term
impact of this pandemic has yet to be seen. The students whose educational experiences have
been interrupted have experts saying that they may be between two and three grades behind,
in spite of the online learning platforms that were rushed to be put up. In addition, some states
and cities are requiring that teachers and students be fully vaccinated and they are not allowing
any vaccination exemptions. Take these facts as you will, but know that the impact is on our
children who, from preschool to college, are having their most impressionable years shaped by
all the shifts named. Pedagogy is also being impacted because both time and consistency of
practice are required to be exemplary in pedagogy.
With the amount of teacher turn-over, the shifts in educational form (the back and forth between
virtual to in-person teaching), and the quality of the substitutes who are in place when people
are leaving the education force, our scholars are having a solitary educational experience that
will be studied and talked about for years to come. In service of this, I humbly advocate as I
have in previous articles through this platform for community and homeschooling. If control is
taken over the education of our children, intentionality will be sewn into our collective culture
and the future of our people. Pedagogy is defined as the method and practice of teaching. We
teach with all that we do as children are sponges, but pedagogy is a more intentional act. If
we find something that we are passionate about, find a pedagogical approach to sharing that
information with a group of children, and incorporate that sharing of knowledge with a group
of children for as little as once a week, our “Pandemic Babies,” as some are calling them, will be
able to receive some of the most pedagogically sound education that this country has ever seen.
Feel empowered to pursue a pedagogy that aligns with the way you like to learn, learn your
learning style, and that of the children around you. Present the expertise within you in service
of empowering our children to go beyond the pressures this pandemic has placed upon them.
Photo: Emmanuel Ikwuegbu

SPIKE released on November 17th and can be
purchased at https://spikelee.chroniclebooks.com.
Janelle Naomi is a passionate educator of ten years who has taught preschool, elementary school, and
middle school. Keep up with Janelle’s endeavors via her website JanelleNaomi.com. | @JanelleNaomi

WATA

THE EARTH USES WATER TO CLEANSE THE SAME AS WE DO. IT CALMS OUR SOULS,
HEALS OUR BODIES, AND AMPLIFIES OUR INTENTIONS. OUR STORIES ARE BEING TOLD.
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(Main) Photography | @BymshaBrownePhotography | Brooklyn, New York
Royal | @JanelleNaomi
Hair, Makeup, Styling | @NoriRane
Wardrobe & Jewerly | @giraffe_maker, @eldiorsodeckdesign, @anthonydriverdesigns, @uniquelywiredm
Production & Lighting Assistant | @ComplexSolo, @ConstantinoClicks
(Page 20 Top Left) Photography, Styling | Gabriel Bambo - @acutegabriel | Venda, Limpopo Province, South Africa
Royals | Olivia Mashilo & Kgothatso Mashilo - @olivia_mashilo @kgothatso_vanessa_
Assistant | Vincent Maraba - @spell_bound

(Top Right, Bottom Left) Photographer | Jay Stork - @jc_photography1914 | Dallas, Texas
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Wardrobe | Cami Holman - @prenigirl
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Royal, Hair, Makep | Cheri - @choclitt1

BRUISED w/ HALLE BERRY
I viewed Netflix’s virtual advanced screening of
Halle Berry’s directorial debut, Bruised, that I was
invited to by the Urban Action Showcase & Expo
anddd… I’m here for it. I watched it without bias
or prejudgment and allowed the film to take me
on the journey with Jackie Justice, the MMA
fighter portrayed by Halle Berry. The synopsis of
the film is a disgraced fighter finds redemption
in the cage and the courage to face her demons
when the son she had given up as an infant
unexpectedly reenters her life.

First of all, Halle Berry is 55. FIFTY-FIVE.
On November 8th of 2019, she posted her
amazing rock-hard abs on Instagram that
she achieved while training for the film.
In the film, she is standing next to women
half her age and was giving them a run for
their money even during her disheveled
Photo: Netflix
scenes. Outside of her aesthetic, Berry did
amazing with the fight choreography. In her post-screening Q&A with H.E.R., who wrote
and sings the film’s anthem, Berry stated that she was given a script that was originally
intended for an Irish-Catholic white woman. In her head, she rearranged the role for a
Black woman who has been beaten up by life and had to find her way through. She was
tasked with finding a director but ultimately opted to take on the role herself when no one
could bring to life what she saw because it only existed in her head. With this freedom, she
was able to capture the intensity of her fight scenes as she dreamed because she was also
executing them WITHOUT a stunt or body double. Berry trained in various martial arts
styles for over 2 years to make her role as authentic as she could.

Vegan Fun
CREAMY DREAM PASTA (MAKES 2-4 SERVINGS)

Ingredients
1 Box of Chickpea Penne
1 Piece of Fresh Ginger (small to medium)
2 Bunches of Fresh Dandelion Greens
1 Tsp of Ground Coriander
1 Tbsp Ground Black Peppercorn
3 Cloves of Fresh Garlic
1 Tsp Onion Powder
½ Tsp Garlic Powder
1 ½ Tsp Cayenne Powder
1 Large Onion
2 Bell Peppers (1 Red, 1 Orange)
1 Can of Coconut Whipping Cream
5 Tbsp of Avocado or Grapeseed Oil
Prep (30 minutes)
Bring a pot of water with 2 tbsp of avocado or
grapeseed oil and salt to a boil and add pasta.
Cook until al dente. Thoroughly wash and
coarsely chop dandelion greens, finely chop
garlic, chop onions to medium size, and slice
both bell peppers.
Directions
In a medium or large skillet, add 3 tbsp of
avocado or grapeseed oil on medium heat.
Place onions, garlic, and peppers and mix
until vegetables are coated, let vegetables
cook for 7-8 minutes stirring occasionally.
Add Coconut Whipping Cream and dry
seasonings, mix until fully incorporated.
Fold in pasta and dandelion greens and allow
it to cook for 10 minutes. Serve and Enjoy!

The film also comes equipped with a great supporting cast. Stephen McKinley Henderson is
Pops, the inspirational “old head” who remembers who Jackie was and sees who she can be.
Sheila Atim is Bobbi Buddhakan Berroa, Jackie’s elite trainer and mental sanity. Adriane Lenox
is Angel, Jackie’s mom with the hella ironic name. Then there is Danny Boyd Jr. as Manny
Lyons Jr., Jackie’s son who reenters her life and stole our hearts as viewers.
Read the full article at https://tajimag.com/bruised-is-a-redemption-story-forboth-jackie-justice-halle-berry
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Earth’s Pot is the place where you kiss your tastebuds & experience flavors in layers. Join them on Instagram at
@Earth’sPotLLC.
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AROUND THE WAY GIRL
DA REMIX

This collection is for the culture, for every fly girl
around the way who rocked bamboo/doorknocker
earrings. The classic gold earrings were a staple for
the woman who wanted to look and feel fly in the
80’s and 90’s. When LL Cool J came out with the
song, Around The Way Girl, stating “I want a girl
with extensions in her hair, bamboo earrings at least
2 pair,” it solidified the look. Since then, we have
found new ways to rock our earrings. For me, the
hollow gold earring is a blank canvas. I’ve created
new looks for these earrings using everything from
fabric, yarn, embroidery floss, chain, diamonds,
glitter, and more. These earrings will never go out of
style. While the classic gold will always reign true,
let’s make way for Da Remix, the new Fly Girl Shit.
Kaloni Cush of Seven Essential Creates
Photography | Kong Kalon
@sevenessential | @kong.kalon | Atlanta, GA
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EUGENICS & ECONOMIC DEPRAVITY
BY THE NUMBERS

By M’Bwebe Ishangi, Cryptowoke Financial Sustainability Movement

“If your money isn’t working for you, then the only money you’ll ever
see is the money you worked for. And you can only work so much.
That means you can only earn so much. But if your money is working
for you, then your earning potential is practically limitless.”
- Excerpt from M’Bwebe Ishangi’s, ‘A Pot to Piss In: Intergenerational Wealth Planning for
Black People’

We currently are experiencing not only a financial depression, but we are also going through
an emotional and spiritual one as well. Lack of understanding your finances plays a big role in
stress; stress that can be inherited.
Before slavery ended, there were 35 million people in the United States, five million or 14.1%
were POADUS (People of Afrikan Descent in the United States). When we were emancipated in
1863, we only had 0.5% of the nation’s wealth because we couldn’t even own the land we stood
on. Today, 156 years post-slavery, you would’ve thought with all the athletes, entertainers, and
influencers today we’d gain some ground, right?! Cap! Fact is, we’ve amassed just 1% of the
nation’s wealth!
According to the U.S. Census, our highest percentage presence here was at 19.3% back
in 1790!! It has decreased every decade hitting a low of 9.7% in 1930—which
coincides with World War II, the Great Depression, and the height of the
second wave of the Ku Klux Klan and their lynchings. Ninety-one years
later we are hovering at 12.4% populous—roughly 42 million—
down from 12.6% in 2010. We await the numbers post the
start of Covid-19, and I don’t think they’ll be good.
Continued on Page 29

CHECK OUT TAJIMAG.COM TO READ
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Eugenics & Economic Depravity by the Numbers (Continued from Page 25)
To boot, the Federal Reserve recently
reported the median net worth of POADUS
is $24,100 while whites are $189,000
(nearly 10 to 1 disparity). Within the next
two decades, our current $1.4 trillion
spending power will be zero! At the core of
economic eugenics or financial population
control, lack of access to finance and the
understanding of it keeps us on the path of
intergenerational poverty. What we need to
focus on is the cause: ethnic deprivation.
If we take a second to think why aren’t we
growing in number as citizens as well as our
median net worth, it’s clear incarceration,
police brutality, planned parenthood, and
countless “Karen” incidences aren’t the only
way eugenics has been used against us. So
has economics—which dictates how you
live, what you eat, and the level of info you
have access to better yourself.
Recognizing this, in order to break this
psychological spell, it requires a will to forgo
what you’ve been taught. I invite you to join
the Cryptowoke Financial Sustainability
Movement where I show you ways to live off
your savings and investments without falling
victim to job loss or being taken advantage
of in money markets rigged to fail.
Join
the
Cryptowoke
Financial
Sustainability Movement
M’Bwebe Ishangi, Founder
cryptowokemovement@gmail.com
cryptowokemovement.com
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The Value of Values (Continued from Page 10)
The obvious question is: “where we gonna go?”
We don’t necessarily know where our ancestral
homes were before the maafa. I’ve suggested that
the only meaningful reparations the US could offer
maafa survivors is to cede at least three southern
states for us to self-govern, along with a financial
contribution. Maybe there’s an African or Caribbean
country that is willing to let us get a few hundred
thousand acres to set up our new country.
Really though, it’s not about leaving America
physically. The entire earth is our domain! The issue
is that when we wake up in the morning, our thoughts
start to participate with and empower the poisoners.
It’s not that we need to “get out of America,” it’s that
we need to get America out of us! We need to move
to a different identity and worldview. The solution,
I see, is to identify our bodies as the land that we
are from, have loyalty to, and dominion over. From
this, we have the authority to insist our culture be
observed on our land. A nation can identify regions
of land as their base, and name it, with governing
practices to accompany. But without people to call
it a country, the earth is just earthing. If we take
off the cultural practices and names from ourselves,
then what are we? Just some spirits spiriting around
in earthships. We, “Black Americans,” as a group,
are composed of many different people, from every
continent. Therefore as a group, we are physically
related to the whole earth.

I call “Black Americans” Earthiopians, because of the
above explanations, and the extreme spiritual heights
we’ve had to reach to avoid being destroyed. We can call it whatever we want; the important
thing is for those of us who value self-determination and wholistic self-reliance, to have a clear
identity and worldview, that is meaningful and inclusive to all of us. We can then retrieve our
incredible resources, powers, and capacities from being funneled into an adversarial system,
and reroute them to our homeland (ourselves). Then we’ll easily recognize how wealthy and
capable Earthiopia already is. Your nation is not where your body lives, but where your heart
lives. When we move like this as a group, then it is much easier to get those three states of land
for our base, or just buy a few islands!
Photo: @cassandra.hamer
Jashua Sa-Ra is a communications artist that uses hosting, writing, graphic design, wholistic healing, and workshops to
contribute to a healthy functioning community. www.JASHUASARA.com | @Earthiopian

BLACK BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTS
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Bassment Entertainment, Inc. | www.bassmententertainment.com
Bringing you Flava, Impact and Style via Event Promotion and DJ Services
Earth’s Cabinet LLC | www.instagram.com/earthscabinetllc
Custom tonics, teas, mineral rich supplements, and skincare, all 100% organic
A Taste of T Beauty Supply | www.atotsalonbeauty.com
Your beauty and grooming needs at your fingertips. Use code BEAUTY493 for 10% off
A Taste of T Salon | www.atotsalon.com
A private suite salon, specializing in locs, hair color, and wig repair services
Elan by Uri. | www.elanbyuri.com
Home decor company offering tableware, custom pillows and design services
Adeyemi Artistry | www.adeyemiartistry.com
The place for your poetic greeting cards and poetry/creative writing programming for the youth
Lovely Leo Skincare | www.lovelyleoskincare.com
Feed Your Skin with Lovely Leo Skincare’s Heavenly Whipped Body Butters - @lovelyleoskincare
IcyConnections | www.icyconnections.com
Tailor-made garments with show-stopping appeal - @icyconnections_store
Black Beard Brigade Grooming Co. | www.blackbeardbrigade.com
Offering the perfect solution leaving your skin and beard looking healthier than ever
Ancestral Strands | www.ancestralstrands.com
Braid shop and brand specializing in traditional and modern African Braid styles
Melanin On The Map | www.melaninonthemap.com
An app dedicated to travelers of color for information, inspiration, and motivation to explore
Crown Inspired | www.instagram.com/crowninspired
Crown Inspired™ is a lifestyle brand that produces parasols, umbrellas and detached hoods
Pink MahogHany Fragrances | www.pinkmahoghany.etsy.com
A niche fragrance house, from personal fragrances to aromatherapy for both the home and vehicle
Photography | Dominique Murchison, Niqko’s
Photography - @niqko
Royal | Soundra LaVon - @soundra_lavon
Makeup | Regan Wolfrey - @reganwmua
Richmond, VA

Your Queens | www.instagram.com/yourqueens.ent
The first African Royalty Character and Costume Entertainment Company
Bronx Bound Books | www.bronxboundbooks.com
Bronx Bound Books is a bookmobile traveling to various locations hosting literacy events
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