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JINGLE JANGLE

THE FILM ALL CHILDREN
NEED WHILE GROWING UP

Editor’s Pick: Growing up there were a handful of films I watched every year during
the holidays. Peanuts Christmas, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, and A Christmas
Story were good but none of these films featured characters who looked like me.
This past holiday season, the Black community was given a film that we will be able
to share and enjoy for many years to come, Jingle Jangle: A Christmas Journey.
Taji Mag spoke with Jingle Jangle filmmaker/playwright, David E. Talbert, and his
wife, producer/author, Lyn Talbert, about the amazing film.
Dapper Dr. Feel (DDF): Lyn, what made you convince David to turn Jingle Jangle into a film?
Lyn Talbert (LT): David’s scope was so broad on what he wanted to do and I felt he could capture everything
in a film. I knew the project could be immortalized in film and he could also do the play. I thought David
could have fun with Jingle Jangle in film form and bring together everything he’s ever done.
DDF: David, do you still plan on turning Jingle Jangle into a play?
David E. Talbert (DET): Absolutely! The project’s first incarnation was to be a Broadway play but it will
live on the stage.
DDF: What was the first holiday cartoon or film that you fell in love with growing up?
DET: One of my favorites growing up was Santa Clause is Coming to Town with Keith Meiser, The
Abominable Snowman, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, and Peanuts Christmas - those were my favorites.
LT: I love those films as well. I also liked the claymation cartoons like Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer
and Frosty the Snowman. Those were really stories! I also love Home Alone and Coming to America, even
though it’s not usually considered a holiday film.
DDF: In one of your interviews, you talked about what a great impression Black Panther made on you and
how you like what it did for the Black community. Was your intention to make Jingle Jangle leave that same
impression on people?
DET: My intention was to create the most evolved version of this
story possible and we tried to put almost everything we could
into it. What has happened and feels overwhelming to me, is
the significance of what it means not only to the world but the
Black community. The Black community has taken ownership
of this film like I wouldn’t have expected. A friend of mine
just texted me, a pastor in Oakland, that one of his members
had a daughter and they named her Journey.
LT: It’s funny David mentioned his friend’s church
member naming their daughter Journey, I was on a
virtual book reading and a little girl said, “It’s because
of you guys (David and Lyn) my little sister’s name is
Journey and she was just born a few weeks ago.”

By Dapper Dr. Feel
Felipe Patterson, aka Dapper Dr. Feel, is a freelance writer and creative. #BlackLoveConvo & Entertainment contributor.
The burgeoning southern gentleman is always looking for a great film to review and an inspirational story to write. He
volunteers with autism awareness projects and hopes to mentor other young Black men. @DapperDrFeel.

DDF: What was the writing process
like for Jingle Jangle?
DET: You have to learn how to open
up your mind and just write whatever
version of that idea is. There have
been many projects over the years
that Lyn and I had to work with a very
finite budget, so we had to retrain our
brains to utilize our imagination. We
both are not short on imagination, so
it helps. I have to really give so much
thanks to Netflix, Scott Stuber, and Nick
Nesbit.
DDF: Lyn, what was your reaction when
you read the script?
LT: I loved it. I could visualize everything
he was writing. This project has been
incubating for many years. I’ve seen the
evolution of it which has been phenomenal.
While reading it, I tried looking at it as the
viewer and it touched the little girl in me
and I know our community took ownership
of it because of what it meant. Dave is a
phenomenal writer and he taps into the
emotion of his words. He is so good at
finding balance and you don’t feel like you are
being preached to or like there is no escaping
this dark place. This is important because we
do want the lesson but we don’t want to be
hit over the head with it. We just need a little
reminder of the things that are important.
DDF: Lyn, what was the process like writing the
Jingle Jangle book?
LT: For me, the song “Square Root of Possible”
is my song throughout this process because it is
the most difficult thing I have ever done. I need
to find my square root of possible at every turn
and solve it at every turn. That was my mantra
throughout the film and the process of putting
together the book. I always love picture books and
have a 7-year-old son that I read to all the time.
I feel like picture books are simple ways to teach
lessons and tell stories in a fun way. I want this film
to be a classic piece that’s around forever. I think
about how other films are immortalized through
books, toys, socks, bedding, and animation. I want
to do the same with Jingle Jangle.
(Continued on Page 11)
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Hair | Shenna ROCHAS - @shennbraids
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COMMUNITY
SPOTLIGHT:
ADEYEMI ARTISTRY
Adeyemi Artistry produces an array of poetic greeting
cards and high quality poetry books. With a connection and
passion for uplifting and supporting people, they also perform
poetry/creative writing programs. They have had their poetry and creative
writing programs at Weeksville Heritage Center for adults in Brooklyn, New
York. In partnership with Friends Of Island Academy (FOIA), they performed
their poetry and creative writing programs on Rikers Island and inside Horizon Youth
Correctional Facility for incarcerated youth. Envisioning the importance and empowering
people with the power of their words is their intent. They want to make this world a better
place each word at a time.
Created January 2017, Adeyemi Artistry is a company conceived from the manifestation of
a vision to expand the poetic works of Negus Adeyemi. Negus is the founder and CEO of
Adeyemi Artistry and has started this company with the intent to become known for much
more than just poetry - “a place where art + culture reside and grow globally.”
Learn more at www.adeyemiartistry.com!

Artistic Direction & Photography | Bamby DIAGNE @bambydiagne_
Royals | Aissata TCHAKO - @tchako_, Esther GOMIS @esther_gomis, Marlène AHODETOR - @muse.u.made,
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“Afrogile” is a portrait celebration of afro hair revolving
around the repurposing of objects such as bubble wrap
and protective foam as accessories for beautifully
creative hairstyles.
Additional Creative Team:
Makeup | Oldie MBANI - @laglowdigger
Props | Aurore JORGENSEN / @soleilsdafrique
Photography Assistant | Erwan DESMAZON
- @droledegarcon__
Lighting Assistant | David MARTELOT @_awoevi
Paris, France

WHAT I CAN OFFER:

Solo Travel

HOW TRAVEL MADE ME A BETTER PERSON

I’ve personally decided against air travel
during the pandemic. While home, I’ve
spent quite a bit of time reminiscing
on past trips as Facebook and Amazon
Photos show me reminders of where
I was this day the last few years. Spoiler - I
was out of the country. As I look fondly on
past travels, I can’t help but recall how those
experiences changed me. I’m reminded of the
people who went the extra mile to help me find
my way every time I got lost (it’s been quite
often lol), the friendly strangers who took the
time to translate for me, and an assortment of
others who went the extra mile to assist in the
little ways that make a huge difference.
Thinking of all the goodness that was poured
into me gave me pause - it gave me a reason to
reflect on the different ways I pour it back out
into the world when I’m not traveling. I find
myself much more patient with
tourists when I’m out and about
and they are obnoxiously not
embodying the understood
NYC culture of “stay out
the f***ing way”. When
someone who doesn’t
speak English comes
into my job looking
for assistance, I
take my time
to be patient
and use my
translate
app. I’ve

By dCarrie

always been a kind person but travel has allowed
me to see first hand how many different ways
I’m able to be more compassionate simply by
giving me extraordinary experiences where
that compassion was shown to me.
My travel has also given me the opportunity
to sharpen my situational awareness and
intuition. It’s very easy to get complacent with
seeing the same things day in and day out.
I’m not much of a social person who goes out
often, so my opportunity to experience new
surroundings has most often been through
travel. Constantly being in new environments
and trying new things has given me a much
more expansive knowledge base to pull from.
It’s a constant reminder of how much of the
world there still is to see and experience while
giving me such a sense of gratitude to be able
to attempt to do it.
Every Thursday I release an
episode of my podcast Travel
N Sh!t where I discuss
the nuanced ways travel
permeates our lives and
re-enforce the concept of
travel being more than
vacation. Visit www.
travelnshitp o dcast.
com
for
past
episodes
and
more
travel
resources.

dCarrie is figuring things out one adventure at a time, occasionally sharing with the interwebs. Follow her podcast, Travel
N Sh!t, at www.TravelNShitPodcast.com and on social media at @travelnshit_.

THE TEXTURE OF EDUCATION
By Jashua Sa’Ra
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We all know that education is not just a matter of imparting information to a student.
Education requires a process that is immersive and interactive. If your car needs repair,
would you prefer someone who has been working on cars for 10 years or someone who
has been reading about cars for 10 years? The ultimate answer would be someone who
has done both but, obviously, we would want a mechanic with actual experience. Let’s
consider then the problem of children who are in virtual classrooms only. That can not even be
called an educational process.
There is an experiment that I heard Dr. Afrika speak of where they found that if you put bags
on a baby chick’s feet, it wouldn’t eat worms as it grew up. They didn’t have an explanation for
it, but it refers to the fact that the expression of our being is affected by our experiences. If the
students’ texture experience is reduced to a keyboard, a mouse, and a touch screen, how much
are they losing?
Ignoring the academics for a moment, think about how much physical interaction children have
with each other on a daily basis at school. They’re used to getting hugs, unique handshakes,
playful punches, shoulders touched, hands held, fist bumps, high fives, playing with each other’s
hair. Now they are in settings where they can hardly even exchange a knowing glance with
each other. Something as simple as sitting at a desk with other children and sharing crayons
can develop patience, sharing, collaboration, cooperation, mutual interest and inspiration,
organizational thinking, ordinal thinking, just to name a few. Pushing each other on a swing
and jumping out, naturally develops within them the application of physics, trigonometry,
geometry, teamwork, balance, sensitivity, awareness, rhythm, timing, adjustment, and I’ll stop
at courage. Would it be as easy, or fun or instructive, to explain all that if they were looking at
a screen telling them all the wonderful benefits of swinging and how to do it? There’s too much
vital information gained when you fall, or get kicked in the face, or stick the landing perfectly,
to restrict learning to a video conference environment. Even if all the students have virtual
reality equipment in their homes, what you see and do in VR doesn’t change the fact that your
hands aren’t picking up and exploring varying objects. Smooth, rough, soft, furry, sticky are all
variations of feeling that children need to experience for the vocabulary to have any meaning.
The words are there to package experiences, so without the experience, the packages are empty.
The more textures and nuances that children are exposed to, the greater the capacity for their
development. All of our experiences are processed through our RNA every moment of our lives
and, from that, determines what kind of body to create. The more stimuli a body encounters,
the larger its capacity to express a response. Education should provoke a student in some way
that makes them want to engage it further outside of instruction time.
To call this new distance-based system an education, and then make it mandatory, is to doom
children to a future where their only capacity for accomplishment will be digital. The detrimental
state of public education today is the most compelling reason to consider homeschooling, fully
or partially. If your child’s school is virtual, it is essential that YOU take steps to supplement them
the best you can. Keep them supplied with engaging tools like puzzles, art projects, clay, paint, a
telescope, microscope, abacus, scale, compass, robotics kits, magic kits, various science project
kits. Team up with other parents. Find places in your area that could give them cool
forms of physical education, like a rock climbing facility, trampoline park, skateboard
(Continued on Page 30)

Jingle Jangle: The Film Every Child Needs While Growing Up (Con’t from Page 6)

THE CHAOS THEORY OF EDUCATION
By Janelle Naomi
The Butterfly Effect Theory states, “if you change one thing you change everything”.
It is connected to TheChaos Theory and states, as an example, if a butterfly flaps its
wings in New Mexico at exactly the right time it can cause a hurricane in China. It
could take a long time for the hurricane to come, but the cause could be traced to the
butterfly who flapped its wings at the exact right time and location. Suffice it to say
that there is always an impact to the things that we do, and we may never fully see the
long term impacts of our actions.
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In 2001, September 11 happened and many people rushed to the Pentagon and to the
World Trade Center to support with efforts to find those who were trapped. Ten years
later I saw similar advertisements for those men and women who were experiencing
suicidal thoughts, cancers in their throats and lungs, and some had even died due to
the exposure to chemicals while at Ground Zero.

DDF: You both have worked on many projects together, how was your experience working on this project?
LT: Jingle Jangle was a big deal and there was a lot of pressure. It was equally important to us as the people
who were behind it and if we didn’t get this project right, it may take another 20 years for someone to have
an opportunity like this. We had our moments but what kept us centered was that we wanted the same
thing. We did have our thing where we would ride separately, so we could allow each other to think about
what we had to do that day.
Whether it be married or on set, you are actually married to the people on set because you have to be with
them several hours a day. If it’s a good relationship, you will always get back to where you need to.
DET: Advice from a married man, you just have to say Ahman.
DDF: What advice do you have for all the aspiring filmmakers out there?
DET: Trust your own instinct. Be open to people evolving your idea.
LT: I second that. I would also add that you should continue to work on your idea. You guys have so much
access to so many things we didn’t have growing up in the business and you have so many outlets like
Instagram. You see many artists like Issa Rae who have success from those outlets. Just continue to work
on it and do the research on those who came before you.
It was an honor to sit with the couple and chat about this historic film. I made sure to let them know
that Jingle Jangle is a film I needed as a child and that every child needs while growing up. I am so happy
to share the experience of the film with my nieces. Make sure to check out Jingle Jangle on Netflix and
purchase the book sold on various outlets.

How much more will our children be impacted from the forced isolation,
mask wearing, and these educational shifts? Children are currently
missing out on valuable learning, as not just education is taught at
schools. Sharing and compassion, lifelong friendships, as well as
morals and values are often crystalized. Our children are being
deprived and while there may not be lawsuits twenty years from
now, society will be forever impacted by the shift in reality
that children are experiencing. If you are able to facilitate
safe and consistent ways for the children in your life to
continue interacting with one another, it could be
the shift needed to assuage the inevitable chaos
that is forming in the future.
Furthermore, check on the educators you

Photo: Suad Kamardeen - @ skmuse_

know and ensure that they are caring for self. How do educators transmute that love of being
around the youth through a screen? The electronic disconnect is causing some educators to
stress out, sometimes even at the expense of their own families and self wellness. The chaos
that educators are experiencing with trying to create “virtual classrooms” that hold space for
all that would go on in the physical classroom is having lasting impacts. The pressure of being
able to perform in this virtual reality and still maintain the joy that came from being in person
has its costs.
The most beautiful thing about chaos theory is that out of chaos must come order, we can
rebuild and build the educational world that we desire. My warning is to hunker down for the
storm that is to come, keep your loved ones close and stay learning with your children and
connected to the educators in your life. Don’t allow them to be lost in the chaos of this long
term isolation and the potentially harmful educational shifts.
Janelle Naomi is a passionate educator of ten years who has taught in preschool, elementary school, and
middle school. Keep up with Janelle’s endeavors via her website JanelleNaomi.com. | @JanelleNaomi

DIASPORIC
WE HAVE NEVER BEEN A MONOLITH. OUR COLLECTIVE CULTURE IS RICH, COLORFUL, AND
MASTERFUL. WE EMBODY MULTI-DEMINSIONAL AND DIRECTLY CONNECT WITH SOURCE.
THROUGH ALL OF OUR VARIATIONS, WE ARE STILL ONE. OUR STORIES ARE BEING TOLD.
CREATIVE DIRECTOR & PHOTOGRAPHER | SERGIO APARICIO OKOBÉ - @_OKOBE_
ROYAL | ROGUE MARIBE - @THEONLYWAYISMARBZ
LONDON, UK

Creative Director & Photographer | Sergio Aparicio OKOBÉ - @_okobe_
Royal | V - @privadovalencia
London, UK

“The world is ever changing, concepts of what should
be and what should not are always being debated.
The outer shell of things changes continuously as
we interpret, adapt, resist and acquiesce to the
flow of things around us. To some, the image of a
Rastafarian wombman displaying more of her body
than they are accustomed seeing is sacrilegious
and even offensive. Some equate modesty with
remaining hidden. I have set out on a journey
to name myself and reveal the truth about the
one I have chosen to call God. The path I have
embarked on often means now that many won’t
be able to walk by my side. Like the agemo
(chameleon), I may look like many different
things at many times but always am constant
in my pursuit to truth, overstanding, and
growth.” - II-Kaya Ises
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@ELITEPERFORMANCENYC
Taji Mag had a quick chat with personal trainer and health
enthusiast, Alex Baril, about his fitness world.
Taji Mag (TM): What inspires you to stay fit?
Alex Baril (AB): Training is a form of therapy to me,
helping to heal myself and others is fulfilling.
TM: What does your diet generally consist of?
AB: I follow a plant-based diet and indulge in different
types of fish once or twice a week. I felt my best when I
trained as a fighter so I try to follow the same schedule
currently. I take in all of my heavy carbs before 3pm
and I generally don’t eat past 9pm. I fast until about
10am or 11am which is usually broken with a juice
or smoothie. I find that my body processes and
makes the best use of nutrients this way.

TM: What does it take to build a healthy selfimage/worth in the fitness world as a Black man?
AB: I think a big part of building a healthy selfimage, in general, is having a sense of pride in your purpose and delivering your gift(s) to the world to the
best of your ability. In fitness more specifically, it has a lot to do with recognizing your niche and catering
to those who gravitate toward you. I’ve found a lot of success in striving to have a continuously positive
impact on those who are already in front of me as opposed to amassing a greater audience.
TM: What does self-care look like for you? Do you have a daily/weekly routine?
AB: Self-care for me really ties into my fitness routine as well as my diet. I exercise at least 3 - 4 times a
week and, aside from a couple of guilty pleasures, I try to fill my body with foods that I know will provide
fuel and substance. Playing sports has always served as an outlet for me. Boxing, specifically, at least once
or twice a week allows me to alleviate mental and emotional stress so that I am able to carry out my day
to day tasks with a clear mind.
TM: What is one thing about the fitness culture that you enjoy and one thing that you would change?
AB: I really enjoy the competitive nature of the fitness culture these days. It would seem that the vast
majority of people are working toward becoming the best version of themselves. My concern is that it is
being done for the wrong reasons. If I could change one thing, it would be the general mindset/approach
as it pertains to health and wellness. I would encourage people to take a very functional approach when
embarking or continuing on their fitness journey, focusing less on body image or aesthetic.
TM: What is one exercise that you love and what is one that you have to pep talk yourself
through?
Continued on Page 23

Vegan Fun
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JALAPENO HONEY PO’BOY (MAKES 3 SERVINGS)
Ingredients:
1 oyster mushroom flower
2 organic jalapeños
4 tsp black pepper
3 ½ cups of spelt flour
2 tbsp smoked paprika
2 tsp of pink himalayan sea salt
2 tsp onion powder
3 tsp garlic powder
5 tsp arrowroot
½ cup of cashews
3 cloves of fresh garlic
2 sprigs of fresh parsley
3 key limes
1 ½ tbsp raw honey
2 leaves of kale
3 tbs vegan/soy-free mayo
½ cup panko breadcrumbs
3 pretzel sausage buns
2 cups of beet spaghetti
1 cup purple cabbage (thinly sliced)
grapeseed oil
water

Prep (35 minutes): Dry: In a bowl, mix 3 cups of spelt flour, 3 tbsp of arrowroot, 2 tsp black pepper,
1 tsp salt, onion powder, 1 tbsp smoked paprika, breadcrumbs, and 2 tsp of garlic powder.
Dredge: In another bowl, mix ½ cup of spelt flour, 1 tsp black pepper, 1 tbsp garlic powder, arrowroot,
and gradually add water until you have a medium-loose consistency. Cover and set to the side.
Mushrooms: Cut off the bottom of oyster mushroom stems and rip into halves. Add 1 tsp black pepper,
1 tbsp smoked paprika, 1 tsp salt, and 2 tbsp of grapeseed oil. Fold consistently until completely
covered.
Spread: Roughly chop and add fresh garlic and parsley to a food processor or small blender. Add
vegan mayo and the juice of 2 key limes, blend. Refrigerate.
Sauce: In a food processor or small blender, add finely chopped jalapeno, honey, 1 key lime, and
gradually add water until you reach a medium thick consistency.
Cook & Complete (35 minutes): Place oil in skillet or pan; heat on medium high. Pour dredge onto
mushrooms and fold covering completely. Transfer each mushroom into dry mix and transfer to oil.
Fry for 5-6 minutes for each batch. Apply spread to buns, toss mushrooms in jalapeno sauce. Place
kale in buns, add mushrooms, and top with beet spaghetti. Enjoy!
Earth’s Pot is the place where you kiss your tastebuds & experience flavors in layers. Join them on Instagram at
@Earth’sPotLLC.
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Fit Life with @eliteperformancenyc (Continued from Page 21)

AB: I love to do anything that involves
compound movement, I am a multitasker
and I like to conduct my workouts in the
same manner. So things such as Hang Cleans,
Squats, Deadlifts Bench Presses are some of
my personal favorites. I despise anything that
has to do with running, I will choose any
other form of cardio before that.
TM: What do you enjoy doing when you’re
not working out?
AB: Juice N’ Go, The Go Trainer, and Results
Boxing take up most of my time. My day
to day usually consists of stimulating one
of these three business ventures, which
requires a lot of practical, back-end, and
administrative work. My mission is to be a
beacon and influence people who I come
into contact with to at least adapt to some
form of a healthy lifestyle. I think that the
most effective way of doing so is by creating
different outlets and having diverse systems
in place that people can refer to.
TM: Where can people join you on your
journey?
AB: The best place to catch up with me is
at our local shop in Bed-Stuy @juicengony,
8 Kingston Ave, Brooklyn, NY. I can also be
found on social media @eliteperformancenyc
and on our company’s main website is
traintobeelite.com.

FIT LIFE

Although we’re all Black every month, June hosts Juneteenth which celebrates the freedom of
African descendants in America. It naturally hosts more events targeted towards celebrating
our greatness in the most unapologetic fashion. As we’re being Blackitty Black, let’s complete
the circle by hosting our events on a site curated for US. Melanating (MLN8NG.com) is the
premier source for Black and Brown events. Whether you’re hosting an event or looking for
events in your area to attend, you need to be checking on Melanating first.
We’re in the age of creating space for us to heal, educate, and party with one another without
the gaze of whiteness so it naturally makes sense to have a place where we can scroll through
events created for us. No sifting through pages and pages of events that look cool but you’re not
sure if your attendance includes your curls or beard being assaulted by people who claim to not
know better. You coullldddd take that goat yoga class or you could take More Floww Mondays
with an instructor who knows what your mind and body need.
Will Focus, Melanating founder, commented, “There wasn’t a space
that highlighted events that welcome Black people. I was tired
of going to sites and searching forever for events hosted
by or for Black people that I would be comfortable
attending.” The struggle is real in most other aspects
of our lives, but Melanating alleviates the stress of
finding dope events for our community.
If you’re interested in hosting your current or
next live/virtual event, class, or workshop on
Melanating, simply go to the site and Register for
an account to Submit Your Event. When tickets
are purchased for your event, you are paid out
daily. You can find more information about
hosting events on Melanating at MLN8NG.com.

WWW.MLN8NG.COM
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ARE YOU FINANCIALLY
PREPARED FOR THIS NEW

		

“NORMAL”

By M’Bwebe Ishangi, Cryptowoke Financial Sustainability Movement
“If you allow someone to feed you, they can also starve you.”

Heard the saying, “feed a man a fish, feed him for a day”? Fact: it’s not really hard to fish…
once you know how to. When it comes to finances, it has been purposely kept a mystery. Why?
Because this system would rather you let them feed you ‘fish’ instead of you ‘learning to fish’
on your own—and they’ve been successful at it!
To no fault of their own, our parents told us we need a job to provide - which really means
to survive. It was never suggested by them to master money, which enables you to own your
time and earn your own income. In today’s world, the latter has become most apparent. With
automated jobs on the rise, employment will be different, leaving many jobs we train for
obsolete within the next five years. Artificial Intelligence will see to that as we embark on a new
Industrial Revolution that will cause millions of unemployed citizens as a result. Since Trump
took and left office, a total of 3 million jobs were lost and they’re not all because of a virus.
Fact is, no job equals no money. Little-to-no finances lead to the inability to sustain yourself
as well as compound debt. At this point, the topic of retirement can’t even be a thought, much
less wealth transfer! As we witness the instability of this country, realize we don’t have to go
down with it. Now, more than ever, is the time to be proactive in planning and then executing
a sustainable plan that will cut your dependency on a possibly soon-to-be automated job to
sustain yourself.
There can only be but so many stimulus checks given out. Eventually,
we will have to have a way to earn money to live in today’s
world. None of our “leaders” are speaking about this, nor
our financial advisors—and they won’t! If we continue
to wait for some miracle to “make it the way it was”,
this awakening will be ruthless with no remorse.
Continued on Page 30

ADORNED IN TAJI “COWRIE COLLECTION”
TAJIMAG.COM/SHOP | @ADORNEDINTAJI

“LOVELY LEO COWRIE FLOWERS”

“COWRIE FLOWERS” RING

“TIGERS COWRIE” NOSE CHAIN

“COWRIE FLOWERS” EARRINGS

FEATURED COMIC/GRAPHIC NOVEL
SET IN A SURREAL AFROFUTURISTIC REALM, THIS IS THE STORY OF A HIGH SPIRITED AND KIND-HEARTED NÒÒBÍÍ PRINCESS FROM
THE MYTHICAL LAND OF AGEA WHO IS SENT BY HER FATHER, KING NAGA, TO STUDY AND ULTIMATELY MASTER THE ARCANE
ARTS IN AN OTHERWORLDY DIMENSION CREATED BY A 300 YEAR OLD ZAUBERIN (SORCERESS) SIMPLY KNOWN AS
JHOQUELA. UNBEKNOWNST TO MOST, EZEREA POSSESSES THE ABILITY TO TAP INTO UNIMAGINABLE LEVELS
OF SUPERNATURAL POWER. HOWEVER THE PRINCIPALITIES OF DARKNESS LED BY THE NECROMANCER,
D’MENSTORM, HAVE OTHER PLANS FOR HER AND HE’LL STOP AT NOTHING TO ATTAIN HIS GOAL.

“A MUSE, MYSELF. PURPLE.”

Janelle Naomi | @Janelle Naomi
www.janelle-naomi.pixels.com
Brooklyn, New York

BIT.LY/BLACKZARAKART
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Are You Financially Prepared For This “New Normal”? (Continued from Page 25)

PLAN IT THEN PLANT IT!
2020 was either your best or worst financial
year. Quarantine made us eat out less, travel
and commute less, some got moratoriums
on rent/mortgage, car insurance, and other
t-bills. And let’s not mention two stimulus
checks! But what did you do with it? Did
you spend it on the holiday season or invest
it? We cannot afford to use the same plan in
this new normal.
I invite you to join the Cryptowoke Financial
Sustainability Movement where I show you
ways to live off your savings and investments
without falling victim to job loss nor being
taken advantage of in money markets rigged
to fail.
Join the Cryptowoke Financial Sustainability
Movement
M’Bwebe Ishangi, Founder and Author
A Pot to Piss In: Intergenerational Wealth
Planning for Black People
Cryptowoke
Financial
Sustainability
Movement
cryptowokemovement.com
cryptowokemovement@gmail.com
Facebook & Instagram: @cryptowoke

The Texture of Education (Continued from Page 10
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park, skating, miniature golf, or anything else so fun
that they won’t mind that they’re homeschooling!
It’s also always a great practice to involve your
children in determining educational experiences
and homeschool curricula.
As an educator for 20 years who is currently
involved
in
several
virtual
learning
environments, as well as being a father of 3
children who are all attending school virtually, I
feel that, at this point, the public school system
as we knew it is over. To require your children
to not only participate, but thrive is asking a
lot, and borderline disrespectful. It’s not their
fault that you don’t have other options set up
for them already! To want them to be excited to
sit in front of a computer or phone for several
hours doing something that isn’t entertaining
isn’t realistic, even for most adults. I see a
general overall decline of interest in the learning
process from both students and teachers who I
have encountered, across states. Normalizing
isolation, and digital interactions only, will
gravely affect the socialization, consciousness,
emotional intelligence, and physical intelligence
of the children.
There are good virtual classrooms. I know from
my own work that there are very innovative
ways to use the internet and the virtual interface
to have an engaging and instructive session.
I personally make sure that the lessons I’m
teaching right now all relate to navigating the emerging virtual world with an advantage. As
important as that is, it is still crucial that the whole person is being developed, not just our
internet avatars.
If you have a skill, now would be a good time to volunteer somewhere locally to give students
help with what you’re good at, or offer some kind of workshop. If you have children around you,
find a way to offer them an educational experience (more than just an old head lecture), even
if it’s just showing them how to play a card game you grew up playing.
The current moment seems to be asking if we are willing to consign our children to a future
of being ruled by the algorithm of artificial intelligence or do the important work of being
involved with educating them ourselves.
Photo: Peter-Idowu - @p.idowuphotography | Lancaster, UK
Jashua Sa-Ra is a communications artist that uses hosting, writing, graphic design, wholistic healing, and workshops to
contribute to a healthy functioning community. www.JASHUASARA.com | @Earthiopian

BLACK BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTS
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Bassment Entertainment, Inc. | www.bassmententertainment.com
Bringing you Flava, Impact and Style via Event Promotion and DJ Services
Earth’s Cabinet LLC | www.instagram.com/earthscabinetllc
Custom tonics, teas, mineral rich supplements, and skincare, all 100% organic
A Taste of T Beauty Supply | www.atotsalonbeauty.com
Your beauty and grooming needs at your fingertips. Use code BEAUTY493 for 10% off
A Taste of T Salon | www.atotsalon.com
A private suite salon, specializing in locs, hair color, and wig repair services
Elan by Uri. | www.elanbyuri.com
Home decor company offering tableware, custom pillows and design services
Adeyemi Artistry | www.adeyemiartistry.com
The place for your poetic greeting cards and poetry/creative writing programming for the youth
Lovely Leo Skincare | www.lovelyleoskincare.com
Feed Your Skin with Lovely Leo Skincare’s Heavenly Whipped Body Butters - @lovelyleoskincare
IcyConnections | www.icyconnections.com
Tailor-made garments with show-stopping appeal - @icyconnections_store
Black Beard Brigade Grooming Co. | www.blackbeardbrigade.com
Offering the perfect solution leaving your skin and beard looking healthier than ever
Ancestral Strands | www.ancestralstrands.com
Braid shop and brand specializing in traditional and modern African Braid styles
Melanin On The Map | www.melaninonthemap.com
An app dedicated to travelers of color for information, inspiration, and motivation to explore
Crown Inspired | www.instagram.com/crowninspired
Crown Inspired™ is a lifestyle brand that produces parasols, umbrellas and detached hoods
Pink MahogHany Fragrances | www.pinkmahoghany.etsy.com
A niche fragrance house, from personal fragrances to aromatherapy for both the home and vehicle
Your Queens | www.instagram.com/yourqueens.ent
The first African Royalty Character and Costume Entertainment Company
Photographer | Terry Littlejohn - @wanderlust_photog
Photographer Assistant | Dadryia Littlejohn
Royal | Mumbi_Keziah - @mumbi_keziah
Nairobi, Kenya

Bronx Bound Books | www.bronxboundbooks.com
Bronx Bound Books is a bookmobile traveling to various locations hosting literacy events

APPLY TO WIN $1000
CASH + $500 WORTH
OFBRANDING&MEDIA
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Details in the
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AFFILIATES CLUB
OUR AFFILIATE CLUB FEATURES EXCLUSIVE DEALS FOR OUR TAJI MAG
DIGITAL SUBSCRIBERS. INDULGE IN BLACK EXCELLENCE!

Taji Mag digital subscribers receive a 25% discount on
kweliTV’s monthly subscription for two months using the
code “kwelisummer25”. Click on kweliTV.com to redeem.

ELEVATING BLACK BRANDS, NARRATIVES, AND IMAGERY
Subscribe Now on www.TajiMag.com
$5 Digital | $15 Print (+Shipping)
@tajimagazine | @adornedintaji
#tajimag #adornedintajiroyals

Taji Mag digital subscribers receive a 10% discount on
TheOneWillFocus Art Prints using the code “taji10”. Click
on theonewillfocus.com/store to redeem.

Taji Mag digital subscribers receive a 15% discount at Taji
Mag’s shop on all art prints and apparel using the code
“clubsquad”. Click on tajimag.com/shop to redeem.

Download the free Vol 24 “Curves & Serves” Wallpaper for Your Phone’s Home Screen at
tajimag.com/tajiwallpaper using code “SubscriberSquad”. Screenshot and tag @tajimagazine for
a feature on our IG page.

