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Alexis B. Organics is an all organic brand 
curated by Alexis Beach. Alexis incorporates 
a vast majority of ingredients from the islands 
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines from where 
her family originates. She prides herself in using 
as many as ten ingredients in each product. 
Alexis ensures that there are no harsh chemicals 
used during the production of each item. Instead, 
she uses very simple but effective ingredients that 
are promised to give results. None of Alexis B. Organics’ 
products are tested on animals. Your skin is the only thing you will 
live with forever. Take care of it the natural way with Alexis B. Organics.

Order yours today at www.AlexisBOrganic.com | Email: info@alexisborganic.com
Join Alexis B. Organics’ journey on Instagram and Facebook at @AlexisBOrganics
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Taji, Swahili for Crown, is the epitome of the positive Black experience. Our brand embodies the 
traditional and modern royalt y of Pan-Af rican people via our quar terly digital and print publication 
and live events. W hile reclaiming OUR narratives and imager y, Taji of fers our readers qualit y advice 
to assist them economically, healthy options to maintain a happy lifest yle, think pieces to test 
the societal norms that are not meant for us, #BlackLoveConvo to increase the self and communal 
love in all aspects, and beaut y and fashion inspiration to sustain the legacy of our Black ar tistr y.



EDITOR’S PICK: Loc’d Queens
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The Black Woman’s Guide to Self-Love & 
Loc Maintenance” available on Amazon. 

Her online store sells loc accessories, 
headwraps, tank tops, and has recently 

introduced her handmade organic 
hair products that encourage 

healthy hair growth. Follow 
for loc inspiration and tips 

throughout your journey 
on IG @killadoesthat.

Editor’s Pick: Loc’d Queens. Ele Jane is a woman who wears multiple hats. 
She’s a wife of 16 years, mother of 4, hairstylist at Unique Naturalz Salon, 

makeup artist, photographer, and host who resides in the beautiful 
city of Atlanta, GA. Ele is also the creator of Loc Livin, a worldwide 

movement that celebrates the beauty, lifestyle, and culture of locs. 
The mission of the movement is to show the world how beautiful 

locs are, how versatile they can be, the beautiful people who rock 
them, and their positive lifestyle. Ele has been natural for about 

10 years and loc’d for 5 of those years. She made the decision to 
stop conforming to society’s idea of beauty. During this time, 

she noticed that locs were not celebrated as much as fros 
and curly big hair. There was little to no inspiration and 
knowledge. “I decided to start celebrating and sharing 
other beautiful loc’d naturals photos and journeys 
with the hopes that others would be inspired to start 
and embrace their Loc journey.” Thus, Loc Livin 
was born. Join in on the fun on IG at @loclivin.

Latoya “Mzladylox” Mincey has earned her 
title as the master of updos and specializes 
in loc styling techniques. With over 

20 years of hair care experience and 
education, she uniquely gained 

a sense of purpose to assist 
women across the globe with 
the challenges of hair care. She 
is dedicated and committed to 
using her influence, expertise, 
and resources to provide 
solutions for healthy hair. As a 
survivor of domestic violence, 
Mzladylox started growing and 
maintaining her own locs over 
17 years ago as a testimony of 
strength, courage, and spirituality. 
Her inspiration not only comes from 
her life experiences but also the love and 
teachings of Rastafari. Mzladylox explains, 
“Overstanding our hair is more of evolving 
into Mind, Body, and Spirit. We are the only 
race whose hair defies gravity. We are special and 
our hair is special. It’s time to awaken to our gifts 
and our hair is a part of our strength.”  MzLadyLox 
can be reached on social media at @mzladylox.

Keisha Charmaine is an entrepreneur and influencer in the 
loc community. She has been growing her locs for 8 years and 
has been sharing her entire journey and advice on YouTube from the 
beginning. Keisha’s loc journey became her self-love journey unbeknownst 
to her. Her experiences motivated her to write “More Than A Hair Journey: 
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Debra Hare-Bey is the Founder of International 
I Love Braids Day + Braid Love Brooklyn/
International. As the CEO and Brand 
Director of OMhh Inc., a glamorously 
natural lifestyle brand, a celebrity natural 
stylist with over 2 decades of experience, 
a Master Pioneer awardee, and Beauty 
Editor of World Bride Magazine and 
Contributing Journalist for Hype Hair 
Magazine, Debra is the premier  source 

for braided hair. As a strong natural 
hair advocate, she was 1 of 4 people to 

change the NY Cosmetology License 
in NY state to include Natural Hair 
Styling and serves as a Proctor 
for the NYS Natural Hair Styling 
License Board of Cosmetology. 
Debra’s salon is located at 407 Lewis 
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. For more 
information and details visit 
www.OhMyHeavenlyHair.com!

Hair | Debra Hare Bey
OMhh Beauty Oasis, Brooklyn

@_omhhredroom

Royal | Eugenia Tetteh 
Photography | NayMarie

Makeup | Amber Jade Hare Bey

Hair 
Feature

Community Spotlight: Weekville. As the colonizers have gained some footing in 
Brooklyn, NY after making Manhattan too expensive for their offspring, Black Brooklynites 
have been quietly reclaiming and restoring their neighborhoods. Most people think it’s all 
the work of hipster Europeans (they can take credit for the city adding bike racks and tree 
protectors), but Black people have long preserved their prosperous property. As our history 
becomes more widespread, we learn of previous thriving Black communities such as Black 
Wall Street in Greenwood, OK and the Land of Promise in Mound Bayou, MI. A rarely known 
community in Brooklyn, NY, even to Brooklyn natives, is Weeksville.  

Weeksville was named after James Weeks, an African-American stevedore from Virginia, who, 
in 1838 (just 11 years after the abolition of slavery in New York State), bought a plot of land 
from Henry C. Thompson, a free African-American and land investor, in the Ninth Ward of 
central Brooklyn. Many African Americans viewed land acquisition as their opportunity to gain 
economic and political freedom by building their own communities. Established by a group of 
African-American land investors and political activists, Weeksville, currently in the middle of 
Crown Heights, fenced present-day Fulton Street, East New York Avenue, Ralph Avenue and 
Troy Avenue.

By the 1850s, Weeksville had more than 500 residents. Almost a third of the men over 21 owned 
land. The village had its own churches, a school, a cemetery, and an old age home. Weeksville 
had one of the first African-American newspapers, the Freedman’s Torchlight, and in the 1860s 
became the national headquarters of the African Civilization Society and the Howard Colored 
Orphan Asylum. During the violent New York Draft Riots of 1863, the community served as 
a refuge for many African-Americans who fled from Manhattan. The town was declared a 
landmark in 1971.

Despite gentrifiers adding bike lanes in the current day and not properly curbing their pups, 
Black communities are still flourishing and holding on as tight as they can to preserve our 
culture and way of life. There are amazing Black Owned owned businesses in the surrounding 
neighborhoods, especially along Fulton St., Franklin Ave., and down Lewis Ave. They commune 
with one another and support each other just as we always have.
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Dr. Llaila Afrika has spoken of our nutritional 
habits as the “overlooked revolution.” Before 
being brought to the western hemisphere 

in bondage, Afrakan people ate foods that 
were in alignment with their bodies and 

spirit.  Under the force of the enslavers, 
their entire living science of nutrition was 

changed from a “live it” to a “die it,” fit 
for livestock. They were literally fed in 

troughs sometimes. It is true that we 
have been creative in finding ways 

to make slop tolerable, and even 
tasty, but it is also true that we have 

maintained this slow death by diet 
even while having more historic 
innerstanding, education, and 

freedom to choose what we 
consume. Before America, we 

did not consume so much 
starch, which turns to glue 
in the body. We ate more 

raw, fresh foods than we did 
cooked foods. Many people are 

waking up to the idea of having 
a healthier lifestyle: vegetarian 

and vegan, gluten free and GMO 
free, lactose free and sugar free. As 

much as it’s good to see conscious 
shopping becoming popular, it is 

important that we have an actual 
innerstanding of our relationship to 

food and what even qualifies for the 
word.

Think about a car for a moment. If 
nothing else, most people know that a car 

needs gas. If you run out of gas, (or oil, 
or transmission fluid) then you ain’t goin’ 

nowhere! If you put an energy drink in the 
gas tank, your car ain’t goin’ nowhere! Most 
people would never consider putting anything 
except gas in the tank, unless they have some 

revenge to get off their chest. When it 
comes to the body, which is also built 
with specific intake needs, we should be 
just as mindful about what we put in it.
The single most important element to 
get into your digestive tract is water. It’s 
clear by the fact that you can go weeks without 
food, but only days without water. Without 
being hydrated, nothing else that you put in 
it can work. It’s like a river with no water: the 
boats are stuck. The basic formula for adequate 
water is half of your body weight, in ounces. 
For example if you weigh 150 lbs., then you will 
need at least 75 ounces of water a day. However 
if you are in a dehydrating environment (tv’s, 
phones, monitors, electronics, power lines, 
cars, trains, planes) or engaged in dehydrating 
activities (eating cooked food, using electronic 
devices, working out, stressing) then you will 
need to increase the water intake accordingly.
Another important aspect of water, and in fact 
everything that you consume, is the electricity. 
Our bodies are completely electric beings. 
Whether you’re discussing the nervous system 
or the body’s chemical system, it concerns the 
activity of electrons. A cloud is a body of water 
in the sky, like floating lakes of steam. And 
from this water, bolts of lightning spring out 
in the most dynamic display of electricity in 
nature. Water conducts and regulates electric 
activity throughout your body, including in 
digestion. 
Next we consider what we actually get from 
food. Eating food gives more energy because 
the chemical bonds carry little electromagnetic 
packets. When you cook food, it breaks the 
bonds open and releases the stored energy 
before it enters your body. When you eat it 
raw, those energy bursts all happen in your 
body, to your body. 
[Continued on page 21.}

Jashua Sa-Ra is a communications artist that uses hosting, writing, graphic design, wholistic healing, and workshops to 
contribute to a healthy functioning community. www.JASHUASARA.com | @Earthiopian
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D. Carrie is figuring things out one adventure at a time, occassionally sharing with the interwebs. Find her at 
youtube.com/c/dCarrieTV and on social media at @_dcarrie.

Flight booked! (See “Deciding and 
Booking My Flight” in Vol 14 of Taji 
Mag.) Interpretive dance break! But 
chill ‘cause you need your knees 
in tact for all of your upcoming 

excursions. Next up, you need someplace to 
stay. Depending on your non-negotiables, this 
doesn’t have to be rocket science. There are 
some things to keep in mind to keep ya ducats 
in ya pockets though.
I use Expedia for booking major hotels so I 
can accumulate and use member points (we’re 
talking cash off already “low” prices and 
member perks like free breakfast at certain 
hotels). I also like having all of my itinerary in 
one easy to access app. I enjoy staying at hotels 
when I’ll be in an unknown area for longer 
than two days because I enjoy being alone 
with the option of room service. Take a minute 
to decide what’s important to make your 
stay enjoyable. Is it a dry hotel (no alcohol 
allowed)? Pool under construction? On 
the ocean or nestled in the hills and you 
need a great view? Know what you’ve 
booked. Don’t get played on arrival. 
Also speak up if you’re unhappy. 
You’re a paying guest.  
When choosing your 
accommodations, consider 
what you’ll be doing while 

you’re at your destination. Are you going to 
be exploring the town? Planning on going on 
excursions?  HOW FAR IS THE AIRPORT? 
This is big, sis. It pays to spend a few dollars 
more to stay in the general area of the place 
you’ll spend the most time so you don’t spend 
a fortune on unnecessary cabs. Confirm with 
your potential host that the features you’re 
booking will actually be available to you 
during your stay. 
I’ve only stayed in one AirBnB as of the time 
of writing this, but I have my second already 
booked. I stayed in Casablanca for 22 hours, 
so I booked with the most incredible host who 
made herself available to me for the majority 
of my time there. She prepared me breakfast 
on arrival, took me on an 8hr tour of the city 
and arranged for all of my travel to and from 
the airport. She also walked me to the ATM 
at night so I wouldn’t have to go alone. Those 
are the details I quickly grew to love and 

appreciate about an AirBnB option. Most of 
the hosts will post how open they are to 

interacting with their guests, so be sure 
to choose accordingly. 

Check back next issue for what I’ve 
learned about booking excursions 

and managing my time abroad!

By  D. Carrie By  Jashua Sa’Ra
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you see the difference you’re so much happier. Like, my skin glows, my nails are strong and 
grow faster, etc. [Laughs] I thought those things were fine before until I saw a change. 

 TM: What are 3 fun facts about you?
 AR: I have so many quirky things about myself it’s always hard to pick but... hmm... 

1. I graduated high school a year early. (Andrea-Rachel attended Brooklyn High School of The 
Arts as a Dance major.) 2. I can write with both my left and right hands well. And... 3. I paint. 
Painting relaxes me. I don’t do it often, but it’s something most people don’t know I do at all.
Catch Andrea-Rachel on Season 5 of “Power” on STARZ continuing her role as Destiny and as 
Bernice on HBO’s “Duece.” Be sure to follow her journey on IG at @iamandrearachel!

Photographer: Mirco Pasqualini 
Stylist/Creative Director: Shatonia Amee
Glasses: @framedbyteetee
Shirt: Laurel DeWitt

Being 5’1” never stops actress and model Andrea-Rachel Parker from reaching her goals. This 
Brooklynite has graced screens and stages since the tender age of 6. Her Jamaican, Spaniard, 
and Native American heritages provide her with a well-rounded pool of experiences to pull 
from. We had a brief chit chat to see what she’s been up to recently. 

 Taji Mag: What are you working on/have worked on recently that makes you excited?
 Andrea-Rachel: I have two independent projects I am excited about. One is “For the Love of 

Music” where I am portraying a real person whose name is Ty Powell. It’s directed and written 
by Chad Quinn and is about a young girl’s life through the foster care system and how she 
persevered and found love in music which ultimately helped her overcome her battles. The 
second is “God Bless You” starring Julito McCullum (from “The Wire”) and directed by Michael 
Pinckney (The Trade, Precious, Inside Man). A young man comes home after being “away” to 
find his younger sister, my character, in some serious trouble. He is left with the question of 
how to fix the situation and whether revenge is an option.  

 TM: What made you decide to switch to a vegan diet? What changes have you noticed about 
your body (internally/externally)?

 AR:  I never set out to become vegan. Years leading up, I took so many things out of my diet 
like milk and pizza and wings. One day I just didn’t have much interest in meats, eggs, or fish. I 
didn’t set out to make it permanent, it just happened - from December 2010 until now. Along the 
way, I did more and more reading, watched documentaries, and I had conversations with people 

I found who had made similar choices, but it 
was something I did solely for me. I started 
raw, then eventually added things back into 
my diet. Now I incorporate intermittent 
fasting, I also have months where I will go 
completely raw, but this started before the 
vegan movement was trendy. Before people 
knew what it really meant. It has mainly 
helped me with energy and focus. I dealt 
with many hormonal issues that have been 
less of an issue while living this lifestyle. I 
heal much faster if I’m cut. Around my cycle 
time, I grow super large cysts in my ovaries 
and, though I still deal with enlarged cyst 
during my cycle, the other symptoms 
associated with it, like cramping, have been 
drastically reduced. Plus, the cysts aren’t as 
big as they use to be nor do they come every 
single month now. Things change that you 
never knew you needed to change, but when 

-RachelChit Chat with
Andrea
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I WEAR THE CHAINS AND CURRENCY THAT ENSLAVED MY 
ANCESTORS AS A BADGE. AS A TESTIMONY OF MY PEOPLES’ 

STRENGTH, CREATIVITY, ENDURANCE AND INTELLIGENCE.
Photography |  Kelvin Bulluck - @kelbpics 

Royal & Makeup | Shari Tiandra - @shari.tiandra

KUSHINDA
We’ve been consistently bombarded with images that are beautiful that do not look like us. Told that we must 
look like them to be attractive. We are reclaiming our narratives; reclaiming our thrones. We are the original 
people and we are taking back our spotlight. We are Eclipsed Beauty and these are our collective photo stories.

Featured Melanin Royal: Stewella Daville @iamstewelladaville
Photography | NayMarie - @iamnaymarie
Makeup | Robert Betancourt - @paintedbyrob, Photo Assist | @TheOneWillFocus

ECLIPSED BEAUTY



BE UNAPOLOGETICALLY  YOU
TAJI MAG VOL 15 CONTEST WINNERS

Photography | NayMarie - @iamnaymarie 
Royal | Tiara Jackson - @tiaracrochets

Makeup | Coco - @__brushqueen

BE UNAPOLOGETICALLY  YOU
TAJI MAG VOL 15 CONTEST WINNERS

Photography | NayMarie - @iamnaymarie 
Royal | Esaiah - @_yungsimba_

WAKATI



FREEDOM TO EXPERIENCE WHILE GROWING INTO THE WOMAN 
SHE IS BECOMING.

Photography | Porsha Smith -
@PorshaSmithPhotography

Royal | Ashley R. Wright - @ulovearw
Makeup | Tavia Jackson - @FreshBeatsbyTa

THE BROWN GODDESS EXUDES THE BEAUTY 
THAT IS THE BLACK WOMAN. ANCIENT AFRICAN 
CULTURE SHOWS US THAT HAIR IS OFTEN 
SCULPTED TO REPRESENT AND SHOWCASE THE 
ESSENCE OF CLASS OR A PARTICULAR TRIBE/
VILLAGE, AMONG OTHER REASONS. HERE 
BROWN GODDESS IS ADORNED WITH A HALO 
CROWN THAT THE BLACK WOMAN SHOULD 

ALWAYS WEAR
Photography | Justin Featherstone - 

@olotphotography 
Royal | Candace Farrell  - 

@candijeanine
Hair | Tiffany Ware  - @b_w.a.r.e 

Makeup | Shari Tiandra - 
@shari.tiandra

Stylist/Neckwear | Rena Cox - 
@loungeoffashion

ESSENCE

OUR VARIETY IS EPIC.
Photography | NayMarie - 
@iamnaymarie
Royals | SPECTRUM Model 
Mgt: Maya - @57Flows
Dani - @Dani_Alexiss 
Keilahri - @Kelahri
Nikki 
Simone - @Freckled_Ruby
Mirembe - @Mirembe
Taiwo - @modelVoss
Makeup | Robert Betancourt 
& Coco - @paintedbyrob, 
@__brushqueen
Assist | @TheOneWillFocus
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Fiat is a professional writer underneath the All by Fiat brand and contributing writer with Taji Mag. He keeps 90’s Hip-
Hop quotables as the ace up his sleeve. Follow him at @AllbyFiat! | www.AllByFiat.com

“Whose world is this? It’s mine, it’s mine, it’s mine…” Sounds 
familiar right? Those are the famous lyrics from track number 4, 
“The World Is Yours,” off of legendary rapper Nas’ classic 1994 
debut studio album Illmatic. Now, this happens to also be both 
the musical artist and song of choice you can hear booming through the 

headphones of The Creator’s Lawyer™ Ticora Davis, Esq. on any given day. 
As for those wondering, no, her musical ties do not conclude there, as she 

cleverly refers to her clientele as “The perfect verse over a tight beat.” Pretty 
slick right? Yeah, we know.

From a jovial 4th grader completing a “What do you want to be when you grow up?” assignment to 
ultimately fulfilling her response of “I want to be a Lawyer when I grow up” that her 8-year-old self 
wrote (she still has the original document), Ticora has walked a very non-linear path to becoming 
The Creator’s Lawyer™ we recognize today. 

Without a doubt, she is the premier lawyer that our modern day creative-centric entrepreneurial 
society has yearned for. Possessing a graceful presence coupled with top-tier problem deducing 
capabilities, she is lightning in a bottle. Proof? Since launching the firm in January 2017, she has 
been featured on VH1’s Black Ink Crew, interviewed on the Heart + Hustle Podcast, featured in Black 
Enterprise, and much more.

Ticora is a wife, mother, and the Founder & Managing Attorney of The Creator’s Law Firm where she 
specializes in trademarks. Keep in mind, one of the firm’s hallmark slogans is “We help you protect 
your smarts™ in these internet streets” so if you find yourself trying to protect your intellectual 
property in these copycat internet streets, reach out to her at www.creatorslawfirm.com. To purchase 
legal templates or to access her courses and webinars visit www.mydottedline.com. Remember, 
having a lawyer of her ilk and immense value is a true investment in yourself in addition to both 
your brand and company. #TheCreatorsLawyer #ItsTimeToBuild 

THE CREATOR’S LAW FIRM
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Artist: Craig Carter - @craigctheartist
Ink on Paper

UNTITLED

By Fiat

http://www.AllByFiat.com
http://www.creatorslawfirm.com
http://www.mydottedline.com


Delliz K. Hazell is a culinary mastermind fluent in vegan, organic, kosher, and gluten free cuisine. Her plates and desserts 
are not only gorgeous to look at, but pleasing to your mouth and fuel for your body. To hire Delliz for your private 
chef, catering, or consultation needs, or to just follow her cooking journey, visit her website www.DellizHazell.com!

Jashua Sa-Ra is a communications artist that uses hosting, writing, graphic design, wholistic healing, and workshops to 
contribute to a healthy functioning community. www.JASHUASARA.com | @Earthiopian

Recipe
1. Preheat oven to 375.
2. Combine all of the ingredients into a bowl 
and coat evenly.
3. Pour onto cookie sheet and cook for 15-
20 minutes, or until beans are browned and 
caramelized.
4. Remove and season with desired amount 
of salt.

Savory Quinoa
1 Cup Quinoa
2 tbsp Olive oil

2 Cup water
3 cloves minced garlic
1 tbsp dried parsley

Recipe 
1. In a saucepan lightly sauté 
garlic, olive oil and dried 
parsley on medium heat for 
2 minutes.
2. Add quinoa and water to 
saucepan and bring to a boil.
3. Reduce heat and allow 
to simmer for 15 minutes 
or until all the water is 
absorbed.
4. Season with black pepper 
and desired salt and Enjoy!

Ingredients
1 can chickpeas / garbanzo beans, rinsed and 
drained
2 tbsp olive oil
3 tbsp maple syrup
1/2 teaspoon smoked paprika 
1/2 teaspoon paprika
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon onion powder
1/2 teaspoon chili powder
1/4 teaspoon ground cumin
1/4 teaspoon black pepper

with Delliz theChef
Vegan Fun

BBQ CHICKPEAS & SAVORY QUINOA
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tissues, to supply any missing component 
from any processed food you swallow. Put 
some over-boiled, soggy broccoli in your 
stomach, and your body will take calcium 
out of your bones to put it in the broccoli 
so it can digest it properly. Keep digging out 
your calcium and you will have osteo (bone) 
porosis (holes).
It’s the electric exchange that causes the 
damage. The electromagnetic charge has 
been severely diminished in refined foods. 
Electricity moves in currents like water, 
and likewise seeks balance. So when you 
eat processed foods they’re actually taking 
energy from you, in order to “unprocess” 
them! The reason companies sell “fortified” 
or “enriched” products is because they’ve 
taken all the energy out to sell as chemical 
(electron) compounds. 
In a nutshell, your regular consumption 
should consist of food that has been processed 
as little as possible. Different body types do 
require different intakes. If you are patient 
with yourself, you will be able to identify what 
is best for your own optimal health. Gradual 
changes usually last longest. You can look 
online to find out most information about 
your nutritional needs (start with Dr. Sebi 
and Dr. Afrika). To gain the greatest control 
of your health, just watch your mouth!

[Continued from page 11.] Vitamins (vital 
minerals, or living earth) are stimulating 
electromagnetic responses in the body, and 
we call the result energy. Eat life, because 
you are vibrating in the frequency of what 
you eat. Even natural meat eaters start eating 
their food while it is still alive!
 A simple thing to consider is “what you 
do to the food, it does to you.” For example, 
if you eat a raisin, your body will use its 
own water to rehydrate it before digestion. 
It can only digest what it’s built to digest. 
Just because you swallow something doesn’t 
mean that it’s digested. Swallow a penny and 
you’ll see a penny in the toilet. We eat fiber 
for the very reason that we can’t digest it; it’s 
a broom for our digestive tract. 
So where does the body get the water from 
to rehydrate it? First it uses any excess water 
available in the colon.  If the intestines 
become dehydrated, then your body will take 
water from the lungs next. It has a specific 
order for which organs’ water will be taken 
to address hydration.  This means there’s the 
potential to dehydrate all your organ systems 
just by eating. Many dehydration issues have 
names that end with –itis (arthritis), which 
means inFLAMEd (i.e. needs water).
That’s only a raisin though. What about 
eating refined flour or sugar? Your body will 
take its own minerals, from bones and soft 

YOUR FOOD MIGHT BE EATING YOU
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Follow Delliz on IG @chefdellizhazell!

http://www.DellizHazell.com
http://www.JASHUASARA.com


NayMarie is the Editor & Resident Photographer for Taji Mag. Her goals are to reclaim our narratives and imagery and
educate the community on cooperative economics to strenthen the Black community. Follow her on IG at @tajimagazine
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2 4GROUP ECONOMICS IS REBUILDING THE 
BLACK COMMUNITY

By NayMarie

Every other Thursdayish, a story about an established corporation goes viral because 
it features absurd levels of racism (ie: coolest monkey, attending the gym, and 
waiting for a client in a coffee shop while Black). The community goes into a tizzy 
and immediately everyone starts yelling about boycotting and how ridiculous it 
is that this is still going on in ‘murica in 2018. As unfortunate as these events 
are, the upside is that the community is finally starting to snowball back to the 
days of Black Wall St. Granted, this snowball may still fit in the palm of your 
hand and has minimal impact on the “grand scheme” of things, but habits 
take time to form. The more public disrespect we receive, the more our 
community is starting to respond with our dollars. Not only are we halting 
patronizing these businesses, but we are actively engaging with Black-
Owned businesses that provide similar products and services. We’re 
seeking out options within our community first, building this amazing 
wave of group economics.
The book PowerNomics, by Dr. Claud Anderson, discusses 12 
actionable steps to reverse conditioning and reclaiming our wealth 
and neighborhoods that lead to:

 Building and Supporting our Businesses; this circulates wealth
 Using our wealth to create and back our Politicians and Judicial 

officials (governs how funds are distributed for education, reform, 
protection, etc)

 Using our wealth to reclaim our media, stories, and imagery to 
communicate news and entertainment positively targeted for our 
communities
Often you may hear that Black people don’t support Black businesses 
or all of the stereotypes about why you shouldn’t support Black 
businesses. In the same breath, the behavior of how we’re treated by 
businesses in our communities owned by other races is also ignored 
- from bulletproof glass to mandatory bag checks to being watched as 
we shop. Continuously shopping at these establishments despite their 
levels of service is degrading. I’d rather give my dollars to someone who 
looks like me. I will also recommend others to go there without disclaimer. 
I show off Black-owned goodies the same way rappers shout out designer 
brands (brands who receive free advertising and cash in on our hard earned 
ducats but never support our communities in a nonself-serving manner). 
I play my part in escalating the snowball of community sustainability. We’re on the 
road to $1.5 Trillion in spending power. We need to keep as much of that within our 
community as we possibly can for self-sustaining (aka survival) methods. Create jobs 
for one another. Provide a better (and accurate) education for our children. Develop 
creative and community learning centers. Vote each other into local and national 
offices. Provide the happiest future for us and our generations of babies to come.
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Unapologetic – Fiery – Adroit. These are 
some of the key traits that have led to 5+ 
years of success for Bianca “BeBe” Robinson, 

the Founder and President of Cayden Cay Consulting. 
Since bursting onto the scene in October 2012, Bianca 
has taught countless clients and companies how to 
find hidden revenue by implementing new strategies 
and processes, and many consider her your favorite 
consultant’s favorite consultant.
However, Bianca is much more than a consultant. She 
often refers to herself as a Workflow Strategist and Project Manager with regard to the ultimate 
functionality of Cayden Cay Consulting and her extensive professional project management 
experience – and no, this was not her first business venture. What turned Bianca into a borderline 
serial entrepreneur was the birth of her first child, Cayden “Cay”, who she credits with “she 
introduced me to myself ” upon her birth. Ultimately, the birth of Cay shifted her attention to 
building generational wealth and legacy establishment. 
This birth was no ordinary birth. At the age of 18 Bianca was diagnosed with stage 3 cervical 
cancer and informed by medical professionals she would not be able to have children a week 

after the diagnosis, and that if she did, they would be deaf, 
blind, or learning disabled. 7 years and 3 major surgeries later, 
Bianca gave birth to a completely healthy Cayden after 40 
hours of labor and above all medical odds. This ultimately 
galvanized her and locked her into her Kobe-esque “Mamba 
Mentality” and trust, she is just as positively obsessed with 
her daughter Cayden and Cayden Cay Consulting as Kobe 
was with the game of basketball and is with his creative 
ventures now.
The recurring underlying theme here is beating the odds 
and living a distinct life. Bianca moves forward with 
the goal in mind, daily. To her, generational wealth and 
legacy is not only a mindset, but a requisite mindset to 
live the truest version of a full life. If you are an emerging 
business owner seeking to optimize your cash flow by 
developing processes and procedures, connect with 
Bianca, visit her website CaydenCayConsulting.com. 
To keep up with Cayden Cay Consulting and receive 
amazing content on the regular basis, subscribe 
to @CaydenCayConsulting on social media. 
#CaydenCayConsulting

Fiat is a professional writer underneath the All by Fiat brand and contributing writer with Taji Mag. He keeps 90’s Hip-
Hop quotables as the ace up his sleeve. Follow him at @AllbyFiat! | www.AllByFiat.com

CAYDEN CAY CONSULTING
By Fiat

http://CaydenCayConsulting.com
http://www.AllByFiat.com


Dapper Dr. Feel is a burgeoning Southern gentleman looking for love in all the wrong places while applying to medical 
school. He volunteers with autism awareness projects and hopes to mentor other young Black men. Join him on facebook 
and twitter at @ DapperDrFeel.

During our early 
years of life, we 
spend our time 
exploring what 
it has to offer 
and it is during 
these moments 
that we usually 
discover what 
makes us happy. 
For some it is 
playing games or 

sports but, for Kenadi Johnson, it was creating 
art. “In daycare, we had an arts and crafts 
table. I liked to be there because I found it 
more interesting than playing tag or playing 
with toys.” She started creating drawings 
that caught the eyes of many around her. Her 
teachers were astounded by her early display 
of talent, prompting them to encourage her 
mother, Kelley Michele Johnson, to explore her 
gift. Kenadi was shocked by people’s reaction 
to her work. “I really couldn’t understand why 
people had such a reaction to my art. They 
would tell me how good I was and that I could 
draw, but all I knew was that I liked to draw.” 

Another big fan of her work was her 
grandfather, William A. Johnson Jr. He agreed 
with Kenadi’s teachers that she really had a gift 
that would be appreciated by the masses. Her 
grandfather was the first African American 
Mayor of Rochester, NY, and also into art. 
Kenadi remembers it not being a big deal to 
her because it was a drawing of jazz cat playing 
the saxophone that she had created leisurely, 
like most children do, but her grandfather 
saw potential and endless possibilities for her 
career in art. 

 As Kenadi got older, she began to 
take part in art classes improving upon her 
talent and exploring the world of art to gain 

i n s p i r a t i o n . 
She began 
to gain more 
followers and fans 
inside her ability to 
express herself in her 
art work, tapping into 
what would be a creative method that cannot 
be confined to a certain style or restricted to 
any technique. “I like to draw people, I am 
semi-realistic but once I draw the people I 
focus on the background and that is when my 
art is more organic.” Kenadi explains. There 
are parts of her work that are clearly for the 
moment and unplanned such as a random 
unicorn sticker or picture. I like to incorporate 
random stuff. Like a watermelon or a banana. 
Some artists have an intended perspective but 
I just go for it. I want it to be fun and for you 
to interpret it.”

Kenadi says that her method is simply fluid 
with the moment, allowing her emotions and 
moods to use her body as an avatar to begin 
her work because she never sees her work as 
100% finished. “My art is all in layers. I like 
my different paintings on different layers but, 
before I did my first show, I made sure all the 
layers of the paintings were to the point I liked 
them equally.” Her family has shown great 
support with her mom being her manager and 
her grandfather helping to generate the funds 
for her first art show. Kenadi has so much 
gratitude for her family and their efforts.

With inspiration from great artists like 
Kerry James Marshall, Kehinde Wiley, and Amy 
Sherold who are known for their remarkable 
work, one can only imagine that we will see 
the name Kenadi Johnson added to that list. 
With the continued love and support from her 
family, the odds are in her favor.

By Dapper Dr. Feel

WHEN FAMILY PASSION INSPIRES 
ART: KENADI JOHNSON
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in the family of designer 
Stacey Filé.  Her debut look 
book takes you through 
traditional Surinamese 
culture juxtaposed with 
distinct silhouettes, hand 
painted batik, and rich 
colors, telling the story of 
the women of Suriname 

who represent African 
Chinese, Javanese, and 
Indian ethos. 
Read more on 

TajiMag.com.

stachahuis.com
IG | @stachahuis

Royal: Denisha Gough 
Hair/MU: Fabiënne Hankers

Photo: Kevain Delpesche 

Alida was very beautiful and 
one of the slaves of white Dutch 
slave owners.  Her enslaver, 
duPlessis, was known to be 

the most vicious slave owner in 
Suriname at the time.  According 
to the legacy, the wife of the 
slave owner, Suzanne duPlessis, 
thought her husband was 
sleeping with Alida. Out of pure 
hate and jealousy, she cut off one 
of Alida’s breasts and served it 
to him on a silver chafing dish.  
Alida survived and the enslaver 
gave her a position in the house 
as a ‘misi’ or mistress.  He also 
gave her a three-legged table 
inlaid with precious metals.
The ‘Jealousy Chair’ is an 
important part of Surinamese 
history; in particular that of 
the Black Surinamese woman.  
The enslaved women created 
the Koto dress, which is 
made up of many layers 
including a jacket, shirt, 
skirt, and headwrap, to hide her 
body and that of young girls, from 
the predatory eyes of the slave 
masters. Black Surinamese women 
celebrate the Legacy of Alida 
until this day for her courage, 
resilience, and strength during 
a time when she and Black 
women like her throughout 
the Caribbean and America 
were the innocent victims 
of cruelty, hate, heinous 
sexual exploitation and 
more.  
The Stächa Huis brand 
embodies the culture 
of generations of 
Surinamese women 

Inspired by 
the women 

of Suriname STÄCHA    HUIS
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IG & FB | @MELANINMANGA

A BAND OF YOUTHS MUST TRANSMOGRIFY INTO MONSTERS TO SAVE A DYING A EARTH FROM HOMELAND AND 
EXTRATERRESTRIAL THREATS TO HUMANITY. KUBADILISHA IS TOLD FROM THE CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE OF PEOPLE OF COLOR 

FROM ACROSS THE WORLD. MANY OF THE AFRICAN, ASIAN, AFRICAN-AMERICAN, AFRO ASIATIC, AFRO-LATINO, AND 
THE AZTEC PEOPLE ON EARTH HAVE ALL UNITED IN THE LAND OF AFRICA TO BUILD A NEW PROMISED LAND WHICH 

THEY ALL NOW CALL, AITHIOPIA. PAN AFRIKAN IDEOLOGY IS THE BACKBONE OF THIS SCI-FI SAGA MANGA SERIES.

       FEATURED COMIC/GRAPHIC NOVEL

“UWEZO”
Featured Artist: Will Focus
www.TheOneWillFocus.com
IG & TW | @TheOneWillFocus

http://www.TheOneWillFocus.com


eQUAnimity NYC, LLC | www.equanimity4nyc.net
  Handcrafted aromatherapy gifts infused with healing powers of therapeutic grade essential oils

Chef Todd | www.facebook.com/chefmtodd
   Personal Chef who combines the prestige of fine dining with the comfort of every day foods

The Kia Xperience, LLC | www.theKiaXperience.com
   Restoring the integrity of our “crowns” by ensuring hairstylists are licensed by Maryland State 

J*Diza Clothing Company | www.jdizaclothingco.com
   African inspired and traditional prints to produce futuristic children outfits

A. Catherine Photography | www.facebook.com/amawhoo
   Providing Affordable photography services to start-up businesses and traveling families

The Black Wallet | www.theblackwallet.com
  The Black Wallet is a comprehensive Black-owned business directory and mobile app service

Consult Positivity, LLC | www.consultpositivity.com
  Assist clients with their mental, emotional, and financial issues through mindset coaching

CrownsByCoCo | crownsbycoco.wixsite.com/cbcc
  Offers affordable, custom wigs for women and men who want to look flawless on a budget

Thirty-One Services | thirtyoneservicesllc.wixsite.com/31llc
  Houston based company that offers a variety of services that new parents need and want

Elle’s Dream Events | www.ellesdreamevents.com
  A wedding planner who serves brides that want to do things in a DIFFERENT, unconventional way

Cimply Cosmetics LLC | www.cimplycosmetics.com
   Cimply Cosmetics is a luxury cosmetics line aiming to provide “cimple” products

The Baldie Revolution | www.thebaldierevolution.com
  A comfortable space for women who have decided to go against social norms and shave their heads

Caliber X | www.caliberxco.com
  Caliber X is a ready-to-wear apparel brand geared towards professionals

The Soalex Group | www.soalexgroup.com
  Soalex is staffing firm dedicated to to connecting great clients with top tier talent

Brooks Notary & Litigation Support | www.brooksnotary.com
  Offers document preparation assistance and notarization services

BLACK BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTS
3 0

Photography | NayMarie - @iamnaymarie 
Royal | Trezelle Morgain - @iamtrezelle
Makeup | Robert Betancourt - @paintedbyrob

http://www.equanimity4nyc.net
http://www.facebook.com/chefmtodd
http://www.theKiaXperience.com
http://www.jdizaclothingco.com
http://www.facebook.com/amawhoo
http://www.theblackwallet.com
http://www.consultpositivity.com
http://crownsbycoco.wixsite.com/cbcc
http://thirtyoneservicesllc.wixsite.com/31llc
http://www.ellesdreamevents.com
http://www.cimplycosmetics.com
http://www.thebaldierevolution.com
http://www.caliberxco.com
http://www.soalexgroup.com
http://www.brooksnotary.com


DTR 360 Books is an online bookstore geared towards enriching Black people’s 
minds, thoughts, ideas, and, most importantly, actions and behaviors.

Motto: Applied knowledge is true power.
Mission: Apply the knowledge you learn to advance our kulture and people. 

You can reach them via email at info@DTR360BOOKS.com
DTR360BOOKS.com | IG: @DTR360Books | FB: DTR 360 Books

WWW.TAJIMAG.COM | INFO@TAJIMAG.COM | @TAJIMAGAZINE

VISIT WWW.TAJIMAG.COM/SUBSCRIBE TO NEVER MISS AN ISSUE

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

http://DTR360BOOKS.com
http://www.tajimag.com/subscribe


RECLAIMING OUR NARRATIVES & IMAGERY
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