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Taji, Kiswahili for Crown, is the epitome of Black E xcellence – elevating Black brands, narratives, and 
imager y. We embody the traditional and modern royalt y of Pan-Af rican people via our quar terly digital 
and print publication and live events. W hile reclaiming OUR narratives and imager y, Taji of fers our 
readers qualit y advice to assist them economically, healthy options to maintain a happy lifest yle, think 
pieces to test the societal norms that are not meant for us, #BlackLoveConvo to increase the self and 
communal love in all aspects, and beaut y and fashion inspiration to sustain the legacy of our Black ar tistr y.
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T-MICHAEL is best described as “a bespoke tailor, designer, and 
artist with a conceptual approach to men’s tailoring. Inspired 

by his love of sartorial traditions and his passionate quest for 
a different narrative within tailoring, design and creativity, he 

celebrates stylistic and cultural diversities present in today’s 
zeitgeist.” His meticulous attention to details and his garments’ 

impeccable construction have paved the way towards his 
prestige.

When asked what inspires him to design such innovative 
and detailed garments, T-MICHEAL replied that design 
and clothing today, especially menswear, are deeply 
rooted in old traditions from all around the world. 
They have morphed naturally or, in some cases, 
have been ‘gently’ assisted, into the styling of the 
times. That is his driving force - it’s in constant 
motion. “My inspiration and modus operandi 
are presenting carefully curated pieces to 

reflect a balance of old memories and new 
memories. The kind of pieces that you 

fall in love with as you gently discover 
the details embedded in the pieces 
over time.”
Commenting on his process, 
T-MICHAEL noted that “every form 
of spontaneity will have to be backed 

by endless hours of planning to 
execute the idea at hand. The hours 
invested act as a catalyst to transform 
a crude spur of the moment vision into 
an honest well executed promise. The 
result tends to be extremely rewarding.”

In 2018, T-MICHAEL was awarded best 
product by Time Out Magazine in Japan 
for his collaboration with Y. & Sons, (Yamato 
Ltd) a traditional kimono maker in Japan, to 
create the T Kimono’. 
T-MICHAEL’s pristine collections exude 

proportionate levels of confidence and relatability. You 
feel like you need to know the person who is draped so 
well and are comfortable making the introduction.

For more T-MICHAEL, visit www.T-MICHAEL.com and follow 
the journey on social media at @tmichael_bergen.

EDITOR’S PICK: T-Michael
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Angela Plummer started the art of hair artistry in 1998, 
creating wearable hair pieces which are timeless and can 
be worn time and time again without losing the appeal of 
each unique piece. All of the pieces are created solely by 
Angela and made from braided hair extensions. Every 
piece of her collection stands alone or collectively.  
The brand expanded in 2009 with a wearable 
clothing line, BRAID COUTURE, which has been 
showcased on international runways. Angela 
has won various international competitions 
and has received many awards including 
Innovative Braid Couture Artiste, Artistic 
Creative Braids, BAWR (Black African 
Women Rock) Fashion Designer of the 
Year, and Afro Hair & Beauty Show UK 

Avant Garde Stylist of the Year.

AngelaPlummer.com

Hair | Angela Plummer
@angelamplummer

London, UK

Photography | James Bell - @j_bellphoto
Royal |  Temi Temss

Makeup | Bev K - @bevkmakeupartist

Hair 
Feature

COMMUNITY 
SPOTLIGHT: 
LOVELY LEO SKINCARE 
Lovely Leo Skincare will have you feeling yourself, both 
figuratively and literally! This succulent line of body and hair 
products takes self-care to a new level. The scents are divine and 
oftentimes yummy – our personal favorites include Island Vibes and 
Pink P*ssy. The collection currently includes body butter, hair and scalp 
butter, beard oil, black soap body wash, Golden Milk dry face mask with turmeric, 
lip balm, and scented body oil. Everything makes your skin feel baby smooth while 
heightening your senses.

With a scent for every mood, Lovely Leo Skincare caters to the divine and founder Chana Evans 
pours her love into every jar. You smell heavenly and feel decadent, allowing your true royal to 
shine. It has been proven that when we look and feel good, we are our happiest selves. Lovely 
Leo Skincare aids in bringing forth your truest self. Certain scents can ease us when we are 
anxious or empower us when we are vibrating low. Choose to live joyously!

Stock your cart full of Lovely Leo Skincare items at www.LovelyLeoSkincare.com. Treat your 
body, feed your soul. Keep up with Chana, upcoming events, appearances, and everything 
Lovely Leo Skincare on Instagram at @LovelyLeoSkincare. Once you fall in love, be sure to tell 
your family and friends about the products that are “Heavenly Made Just For You!”
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The defining weapons of imperialism are divide and conquer. The aggressor seeks 
already-established disagreements among intended victims. He then nourishes the 
negative emotions associated with those disagreements, through deception, rumors, 
fearmongering, etc., until they become seemingly irreconcilable divisions. He inserts 
himself into the blind spot created by distrust, and, through manipulation, becomes 
sole provider of some resource. This war strategy usually leaves victims too exhausted from 
fighting each other to see that they are in a trap until it is too late, if at all. 

What is “social distancing” if not a global division tactic? The society we’ve been using is over. 
The economy crashed. The political system shattered. The artificial connections are stuck on 
buffer. There’s already a replacement system uploading via artificial intelligence (AI), drones, 
digital wallets, implants, mandatory isolation, and essential vs non-essential people. We’re 
volunteering to isolate, hoping it’ll return us to “normal” but why would we even want to return 
to the most traumatizing society we’ve ever known? This is the perfect time to consider other 
viable options for structuring our unity.

Our biggest deterrent to unity is the question: who is uniting? Are we Black? People of Color? 
Negroes, niggas, nagas, Afro-Americans, African-Americans, Africans, ADOS, FBA, Native 
Americans, Ethiopians, Moors, Israelites, Muslims, Alkebulanians, indigos, aliens? This is a 
question I explored extensively until ancestors gave me an answer: Earthiopian.

Earthiopia  is an identity with a claim to land: the planet. It acknowledges that wherever 
we are, we do what we do. Ancient structures are on every continent, so it’s limiting to claim 
one continent as a point of reference for identity. No matter where you plant a mango tree, 
or what you call it, it will only produce mangoes. While Africa has the oldest bones reported 
by western media, dated at 3.6 million years old, what did earth even look like that long ago? 
Pangaea is a concept that says all the continents were once united but then separated through 
tectonic shift and continental drift. So, if one part is Africa, then it’s all Africa! With that said, 
the term Africa is relatively new, and of external origin. For me it doesn’t resonate unless I 
convert it into Kemetic syllables, Af-ra-ka.

Not only is the ancient component relevant, but also the modern history of the Maafa. The 
people enslaved in the Americas were forcefully mixed by every imperialist nation. They also 
voluntarily joined with various peoples. An entirely new genetic group emerged, from cream 
to charcoal color. It’s safe to say that the “Black” people in America collectively have the largest 
ancestral library of anybody. Truly, we are made of all of the earth’s people.

Earthiopia contains the DNA of every continent, while acknowledging the place that served 
as a gateway. It pays homage to the Nilotic region of Afraka, which was collectively called 
Ethiopia. Ethiopia is the only Afrakan country that wasn’t colonized by western imperialists. 
They were invaded and briefly occupied by the Italians, while their “allies” in the League of 
Nations watched, but they didn’t stay in that condition. The oldest Christian church is in 
Ethiopia. The high technology societies of the Nile valley (best preserved in Egypt) 
have been the source material for much, if not all, of “modern” sciences and religions. 

By  Jashua Sa’Ra
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dCarrie is figuring things out one adventure at a time, occasionally sharing with the interwebs. Follow her podcast, Travel 
N Sh!t, at www.TravelNShitPodcast.com and on social media at @travelnshit_.

Jasmine Warren, better known as 
Jasmine Noir, has been featured on some 
of your favorite Instagram accounts for 
her talent in merging dance and cultural 
relevance. From OG’s like Janet Jackson 

to recent music staples like Meg The Stallion, 
Jasmine is known for being the chocolate 
beauty on pointe, combining classical dance 
talent with the newest song and dance trend 
sweeping the internet.

@_dCarrie: When did you learn dance 
would unlock doors for you? 
@Jasmine.Noir_: I learned dance would 
unlock doors for me after I studied at a 
prestigious ballet program. From there, I was 
accepted into a dance conservatory in London. 
This experience allowed me to see the world 
and believe that I could literally make any 
dance dream come true. I’ve seen so many 
wonders of the world through dance. 
dC: Have you had any experiences where 
you felt you had made a mistake in 
choosing to dance professionally? 
JN: No, I never thought I was 
making a mistake. I knew since 
I was a baby that I wanted to 
be a dancer and travel the 
world. I had many people 
tell me it couldn’t 
happen but it wasn’t 
up to them to 
believe in my 

dreams. It was up to me to make it happen. 
dC: What has following your passion opened 
for you? 
JN: Following my passion has allowed me 
to realize my capacity for maturity and 
understanding. Most importantly, I’ve been 
able to fully understand how critical listening 
is; without that skill you cannot go far. These 
traits have allowed for so many doors to be 
opened for me. From choreographing for 
two National Television shows to becoming 
an award winning choreographer by the end 
of 2019, I am ready for more knowledge and 
opportunities to learn so I can do more. 

Travel N Sh!t holds space for dCarrie and the 
occasional guest to inform and inspire other 
people of color to get out and grow through 
travel. They discuss what they’ve gained from 
travel and how those experiences shape their 
views of everyday concepts. Each episode 

reinforces the concept of travel being more 
than just vacation. 

For more with Jasmine, on her 
experiences as a professional 

dancer and how travel has 
enriched her life, check out 

her interview with dCarrie 
on the Travel N Sh!t 

Podcast on YouTube and 
wherever you listen to 

podcasts. 

By  dCarrieDANCE AS A PASSPORT WITH @JASMINE.NOIR_
Solo TravelWHAT I CAN OFFER:
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Despite the ever-evolving shifts that we are making in service of the global pandemic, 
we are also finding ways to connect more to our children. Children around the 
country are learning from home and parents, guardians, and families are becoming 
homeschoolers as a result. As with all change, especially change in such a condensed 
amount of time, we are all adjusting the best we can. Here are some supportive tips for 
parents schooling children from home categorized by the development of the child’s 
mind, body, and spiritual movement. 

MOVE YOUR MIND

Imagination and creativity are supportive of children becoming innovators and 
entrepreneurs. As children are being creative by drawing, coloring, and painting, or 
imagining by writing a story, playing dress up, or cloud gazing, guide their experiences. 
Encourage them to think of a problem they want to solve or something they want 
to make better or easier in their lives. As they think of this adverse thing allow 
them to creatively think and create a solution to it. It could be simple or 
complicated but thinking outside of the box regularly is influential for 
their development.
Incorporate real world circumstances into their lessons. If you are 
doing your taxes, paying your bills, or even shopping, allow 
children in on this process. These are no longer taught in 
most public schools so it is through real life experiences 
that these things can be taught. Children are also able to 
travel the world and learn about other places through 
the virtual tours that are available.
Finally, consider how you can incorporate real 
world circumstances into their lessons. As 
remote learning expands, many teachers 
are using direct instruction as a model 

HELP THE CHILDREN MOVE IN A TIME OF STILLNESS
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This past March, BET 
premiered a new show 
created by Lena Waithe 
titled “Twenties.” The 

series follows Hattie (Jonica “Jojo” 
Gibbs), Marie (Christina Elmore), 

and Nia (Gabrielle Graham) as they 
pursue their career goals and maintain 

their personal lives. Hattie, an aspiring 
screenwriter, works as an assistant under 
successful writer and producer, Ida B, with 
hopes to one day have a position in her 
writer’s room. Marie, a studio executive, is in 
competition against the only other Black film 
executive for a big promotion. Nia, once a 
successful child performer, is now a spirited 
yoga instructor who decides to make a return 
to acting. 

This series set a milestone as the first time 
a Black queer woman is the lead character. 
This is Gibb’s first role as a lead and feels no 
pressure, only blessed on her big role. 
Taji Mag was able to talk with the cast about 
their show and their experience working 
together.  

Dapper Dr. Feel (DDF): What makes Twenties 
stand out?  
Jonica Gibbs (JG): I’ve never seen television 
like this, regardless of the race of the cast. The 
lead so happens to be a queer Black woman, 
which is not something that you see often on 
television. It’s not the basis of the show.
Christina Elmore (CE): What I think is 
so wonderful about our show is we get to 
see women at a certain point in their lives 
pursuing their dreams. Audiences have seen 
shows about love, sex, etc. But this show is very 
centered around these three women trying to 
go after a goal. I don’t think viewers have seen 
the tenacity and some of the catty drama that 
occurs while pursuing your goals.

DDF: What type of audience is the show geared 
toward? 
JG: Someone who has gone through their 
twenties, just got out their twenties, or is 
looking forward to their twenties can find 
something relatable.

DDF: What was the initial chemistry like 
between you three? 
Gabrielle Graham (GG): “The chemistry has 
been great! Jonica and Christina had chemistry 
auditioning together, I was not involved. I 
didn’t get to see our chemistry until the cast 
dinner. We are all down to earth, chill, and 
very supportive of each other. The characters 
are exaggerated forms of us.” 

NEW COMEDY, TWENTIES, AIMS TO STAND 
STRONG ON THE SHOULDERS OF LIVING SINGLE

(Continued on Page 30)

for their lessons. This is a form of teaching where the teacher teaches the skill and the student 
regurgitates it in some way. This can be a mind-numbing exchange and may be connected to a 
lack of critical thinking and depth of analysis in the minds of our children. You can supplement 
this by engaging your children with math that you engage in daily (taxes, cooking, economics, 
bill payments, shopping etc.), the critical analysis of social studies (using an objective approach 
to looking at and comparing different news sites, comparing how different governments have 
engaged with this worldwide pandemic, and seeing what supports local governments are putting 
in place), and the ever present need for literacy (supporting your child with at least an hour of 
time that is committed to reading daily).

I know that there is a new way for us to engage in learning, but we must balance our use of 
technology with the ways of nature that are all around us. It seems that the emphasis on the use 
of virtual learning will overtake our deep connection with the blessings of nature. Technology 
has the power to take away our mind’s power if we let it so use it with caution as a tool 
of engagement and not the ruling force in your child’s life.

By  Janelle Naomi

(Continued on Page 29)



TIMES OFTEN CHANGE QUICKLY AND DRASTICALLY. CERTAIN TRUTHS BECOME INVALID OR SIMPLY 
ANTIQUATED. THE ONE THING THAT NEVER EXPIRES IS A LESSON. IT MAY TAKE ON DIFFERENT 
FORMS, BUT IT’S ALWAYS APPLICABLE. WE HONOR THOSE WHO HAVE LEARNED LESSONS 
BEFORE US TO MAKE OUR JOURNIES LESS TEDIOUS. WE APPRECIATE THEIR GOLDEN WISDOM.

“THIS SERIES SHEDS LIGHT ON RAW AFRICA FROM AFRICA’S PERSPECTIVE - MORE SPECIFICALLY, 
KENYA. IN LIGHT OF THE BAN ON TRAVEL DUE TO COVID-19, WE ARE USING PHOTOGRAPHY TO ALLOW 
PEOPLE TO TELL THEIR AUTHENTIC STORIES AND TRAVEL FROM HOME. ‘BENSON’ HIGHLIGHTS A 
STORY OF GRATITUDE. THIS FARMER LOST EVERYTHING, INCLUDING HIS HOME IN A FIRE LAST YEAR, 
BUT HAS SINCE REBUILT EVERYTHING AND IS GRATEFUL.”

PHOTOGRAPHY | ADELE DEJAK - @ADELEDEJAK
ROYAL | BENSON
NANYUKI, KENYA

GOLDEN WISDOM



Royal | Clara M Smith 
Photography | AJ Browne for Bymsha Browne Photography - 

@bymshabrownephotography 
Makeup, Wardrobe Styling, Creative Director, Producer, Set Design | Nori Rane - 

@noriranemua 
Hair | Terrell Young - @mrtmacrenaissance 

Wardrobe | D’nesha Cornwall - @dsookie 
Brooklyn, NY

On November 8, 1940 in Whiteville, North Carolina, Clara was born to Nellie Washington 
Mos-ley and Robert Mosley Sr. At the young age of 9, while the nation was gripped with the 
threat of the Cold War, Clara alongside her six siblings toiled alongside their mother on a 
plantation. Before sunrise, Clara, her brothers Elbert, Theodore, Robert, and sisters, Patricia 
and Nellie, would be picked up from their home then transported to the plantation in a pickup 
truck where they worked tirelessly. 

There were many other labourers among them of various ages. They all farmed, yet the wom-en 
primarily performed housekeeping duties as well as worked in the fields. In the sweltering heat 
and blazing sun, they tended horses, milked cows, raised chickens, planted and picked herbs, 
fruits, vegetables, tobacco, and cotton. In fact, they created a method where they could obtain 
more money for cotton by layering it on a bed sheet and then strategically moistening certain 
areas with well water. By doing this they made their harvest heavier at the weigh-in. She also 
attended school when labor allowed, however her field priorities took precedence. There were 
few conversations being had during work in the field or indoors. The focus was on the task at 
hand and getting the job done. When laboring became too intense, her siblings would sit under 
a tree and recuperate before returning to work. 

Though Clara’s family may have suffered from emotional and physical fatigue, they also 
gained stamina and inspiration through a deep love for each other, blinding compassion, and 
a connection to mother earth. Growing up was not easy for Clara. Since she was the eldest 
daughter, she took on a lot of responsibility despite her young age. She prepared meals for her 
family, became adept at problem solving, and fiercely stood up for what was right within her 
home. She applied these attributes later in life when she got married to Anselm Smith Sr. They 
had children of their own during the Reagan administration. 

Children all over the US were displaced. Despite the rapidly rising violence in the Reagan 80s 
era, where the crack cocaine epidemic had created a community rife with violence, with open 
arms, she fostered over 50 children and adopted 6 of them. She also acted as a babysitter for 
countless mothers unable to provide adequate attention for their children. With all that Clara 
experienced in her life, she stays humble. She is beautiful, classy, resilient, witty, and also 
Angelic. Her Golden Wisdom is felt far and wide. Clara is a woman of light.

By Norime Smith



Leaodis Dees, fondly called Dee 
4 Children, 5 Grandchildren, 4 Great Grandchilden
Detroit, Michigan

MATRIARCHS
Gwen Miller

4 Children, 5 Grandchildren, 1 Great Grandchild
Atlanta, Georgia
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Earth’s Pot is the place where you kiss your tastebuds & experience flavors in layers. Join them on Instagram at 
@Earth’sPotLLC.

Ingredients:
2 slices pumpernickel bread
1 handful of organic kale 
1/4 raw organic red or white onion
2 organic portabella mushrooms 
1/2 organic avocado
2 teaspoons organic flaxseed oil 
2 cloves garlic (finely chopped) 
1 1/2 teaspoon Walkerswood Traditional Jerk 
Seasoning
1/2 teaspoon organic onion powder 
1/2 teaspoon organic garlic powder
1 teaspoon organic dried parsley flakes
1/2 organic ground ginger
1 dash organic ground mustard seed
1 dash organic cayenne pepper 
1 dash pink Himalayan sea salt 
1 tablespoon vegan mayo
3 tablespoons of grapeseed or avocado oil
1- 1 1/2 tablespoon of spring water
1 teaspoon hemp seeds 
6 slices of organic pickled jalapenos (optional)

Recipe:
1. Slice tomatoes, avocado, and onions. Finely slice kale. Thinly slice mushrooms
2. On medium-low heat, place 3 tablespoons of grapeseed or avocado oil, garlic cloves, and 
sliced onions (leaving a couple to the side) into a cast-iron skillet. Continuously stir until 
onions sweat (this will prevent the garlic from burning)
3. Add mushrooms, making sure to fold all ingredients together. Lower heat, cover, cook for 7 
minutes, stirring occasionally
4. Add water and all other dry ingredients, fold until mixed well. Let sit for five minutes
5. Toast Pumpernickel until crispy
6. Add vegan mayo, flaxseed oil, remaining raw onions, sliced jalapenos, sliced tomatoes, kale, 
and avocado. Layer on the mushrooms. Top with hemp seeds.
Enjoy!

JERK PORTABELLA MUSHROOM TOAST
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On June 14th, Ernestine Shepherd will turn 84 years 
of age! She has lived a full life, notably being the 
eldest competitive female bodybuilder in the world 
at the age of 73, as declared by the Guinness Book 
of World Records in 2010. The Baltimore native no 
longer competes, but she is still bodybuilding. 

Ernestine modeled for years, doing her best to 
avoid exercise while “keeping still and staying 
pretty.” Around the age of 56, she and her older 
sister, Mildred Blackwell, were invited to a pool 
party and ventured to try on swimsuits. They 
discovered their bodies were starting to age 
and made a point to get fit together. They 
began taking aerobics classes at Coppin State 
University in Baltimore from an instructor 
named Jay Bennett. Ernestine moaned and 
complained her way through but saw how 
dedicated her sister was and began to get 
serious herself. Mildred began competing in 

bodybuilding shows under the name Velvet and Ernestine followed under the name Ernie. 

In 1992, Velvet told Ernie that she had a dream that they would be in the Guinness World 
Records for being two sister bodybuilders. Mildred mysteriously confided to Ernestine, “If I 
don’t make this, you have to fulfill this dream,” Ernestine recalls. “This is something we want 
to do. Listen to what I’m saying.” She said, “If anything happens to me, you are not to fall to 
pieces. You are to continue what you started.” The sisters shook pinkies. Ernestine now thinks 
that her sister felt something was wrong with her but had decided not to tell anyone at that 
time. Mildred transitioned in 1992 due to a brain aneurysm.

Ernestine carries on her bodybuilding career in part to remember her sister. Since the age of 
56, she has won two bodybuilding titles, as well as run nine marathons. She also leads exercise 
classes for seniors at the Union Memorial United Methodist Church in Baltimore, and works 
as a personal trainer. She published a book, Determined, Dedicated, Disciplined To Be Fit, in 
2016. Follow Ernestine’s journey on Instagram at @shepherdernestine!

PEOPLE ASK ERNESTINE SHEPHERD HOW LONG SHE PLANS TO RUN, HOW LONG 
WILL SHE LIFT WEIGHTS, HOW LONG WILL SHE TRAIN SO HARD IT HURTS. “YOU 

WILL DIE SOON,” THEY TELL HER. SHE TELLS THEM SIMPLY, “WE ARE 
ALL GOING TO DIE.” “BUT IT’S THE QUALITY OF LIFE WHILE I’M LIVING.” 
– Washington Post

ERNESTINE SHEPHERD
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Afraka is sacred ground, but it’s not where we’re from. We are from the spirit realm and use the 
technology of childbirth to create vessels in which the Creator experiences its own Creating. 

We’re physically composed of the earth’s elements but animated by something that can go in 
and out of our “bodies.” The way fruits are hydrated by the same source - water, people are 
animated by the same source - spirit. Different personalities are like water showing up as the 
flavors of juice. Take away the water/spirit, and there is no life, therefore existence itself should 
be the basis of self-identity and unity.

Resolving division is a prerequisite to long-term success. We must heal so trust and integrity 
can be enjoyed between us again. Trust allows us to give our full support to each other, gladly. 
Integrity lets us benefit from each other’s trust and enjoy the highest existence possible, knowing 
that we did our best.

The Zulu word Ubuntu means “I am because we are.” We’re conditioned to have artificial loyalty 
to teams, brands, cities, coasts, denominations, plantations, etc. Those are to keep the system 
of division flexible, to compensate for our innate drive to connect with others. We should 
be loyal to the spirit in us, animating all the life around us. Everything on earth depends on 
other aspects of earth for existence. There’s an exchange that must happen between multiple 
organisms and systems for any of them to function - or even exist. If we depend on plant life 
for sustenance (air, food, shelter), then they are, by definition, a part of us like external organs. 
Endangering ecospheres is literally self-sabotage, like a baby poisoning the mother that suckles 
it. A full innerstanding of human life has to include the environment. All of the elements exist 
in us, and we constantly exchange those elements back and forth with the earth. We are not 
living on the earth, we are spirit living AS the earth.

I didn’t “create” Earthiopia. I’m ancestral delivery service, bringing a gift for those who resonate. 
Some people tell me it’s my thing, others ask if it’s ok to call themselves Earthiopian, some 
run with it on contact! How do you know if you’re an Earthiopian? Easy! You innerstand that 
spirit is the basis of everything, and you work towards a wholistic culture for the world. Here 
are a few signs of Earthiopians: homebirth, homeschool, gardening, naturalist, communal, 
bartering, creativity, reciprocity, truth. To say that you’re an Earthiopian is to declare that you’re 
connected to every being and phenomenon on the planet. Therefore, we consider everything 
precious and to be protected at all costs. Any practices that intentionally impede earth’s full 
expression are considered hostile. Participation with or in those practices are avoided and/or 
actively eliminated.

We see in the world right now what imperialism does. Earthiopian means “Let me show you 
what love/god can do.” Earthiopia Unite!
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Jashua Sa-Ra is a communications artist that uses hosting, writing, graphic design, wholistic healing, and workshops to 
contribute to a healthy functioning community. www.JASHUASARA.com | @Earthiopian

Earthiopia (Continued from Page 10)

Earthiopia Works has just published “I Am Maathematics: SHAPES” by Jashua Sa-Ra.
It is the second release in a series about the beautiful math all around and in us. Although it was 
released after Book 1: NUMBERS, it is considered Book 0 in the series. Zero is the beginning of 
numerals, and a circle is the beginning of all math (numbers, patterns, formulas), so it is only 
right that the book of shapes be Book 0! 
I Am Maathematics is a developmental series of books designed to help students have an in-
depth understanding of numbers and essential math principles. It is a resource structured to 
develop number sense alongside elementary level curricula. The books use a holistic approach 
to education, knowing that students have various learning styles and multiple kinds of 
intelligences. Each book contains images, creative language, games, and family or solo activities 
to help learners fully assimilate the material.
SHAPES has 3 sections: shape builders (dots, lines, etc.), basic shapes (circle, square, etc.), and 
complex shapes (spiral, hexagram, etc). Each one has a description, and several things about it 
that you can learn or do including guides for tracing the shapes. Each shape is followed by two 
pages filled with the shape in different patterns and grids. There is also an illustrated glossary.
These books are excellent for homeschooling families and groups, as the author has curricula 
available to accompany each book. Even without a curriculum, the book’s How To section 
fully equips families to use the book easily and effectively. The series is also a great classroom 
enhancement and gives teachers a great entry point for students who may be having difficulty 
with traditional materials. Children who use the entire series will be fully prepared to enter 
higher mathematics with confidence and hopefully even joy!
The books can be ordered at www.jashuasara.com or Amazon. For questions about the books, 
to schedule a workshop, or to receive a bulk order discount, contact the author, Jashua Sa-Ra, 
at spiriteknowledge@gmail.com. He can be found on social media platforms as @earthiopian.
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If you’ve been to Brooklyn but have never been to Nicholas Brooklyn, you’ve done yourself 
a disservice – ESPECIALLY if you live in Brooklyn. Nicholas Brooklyn, also referred to as 
NicholasBK or simply Nicholas, is a staple brick and mortar in the Black community providing 
everything from sea moss, shea butter, and black soap to holistic health workshops, open mics, 
and game nights. As a family business, currently operated by Monique Nicholas who inherited 
it from her father and hopes to pass it on to her daughter if she so wishes, Nicholas welcomes 
the community and serves as a venue for upcoming Black businesses to grow.

Most of the products stocked on the shelves are quality Black 
brands that cater to the needs of Black bodies, minds, and 
spirits and fill voids found in most other products. Need to 
stock up on sage, incense, crystals, soursop tea, bitters, yoni 
steams, vitamins, essential oils, Florida water, Queen Afua or 
Marcus Garvey books? How about charcoal toothpaste, Coral 
Oral toothpaste, elderberries, black seed oil, Dr. Missions 
detox, zinc, Echinacea root, or aloe gel? Have no clue what half 
of these products are? Study up and then head to Nicholas!

Nicholas Brooklyn is located at 1396 Fulton Street in Brooklyn 
(between Brooklyn Avenue and New York Avenue) and they 
ship worldwide via www.NicholasBrooklyn.com, their online 
shop. They also offer products for wholesalers, and, when 
applicable, host vending pop-ups for Black businesses to reach 
new clients and grow to higher heights. If you are interested 
in hosting an event, don’t be shy, inquire about 
booking space. Be sure to follow Nicholas Brooklyn 
on Instagram at @NicholasBK!
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WWW.MONARCHSCOMIC.COMV

THE MONARCHS ARE THE GREATEST FIGHTERS IN THE ENTIRE GALAXY. 
THEIR POPULARITY HAS MOTIVATED MANY TO TRAIN WITH HOPES 

OF ONE DAY BEING ABLE TO CLAIM THE GLOWING CROWN ATOP 
THE MONARCH’S HEADS! FOR MANY THE THOUGHT OF BESTING 

A MONARCH AND TAKING THEIR CROWN IS EXHILARATING! 
SOME WILL MAKE IT AND MANY OTHERS WON’T, BUT THAT 
IS THE RISK MANY WILL TAKE TO ATTAIN IMMENSE POWER.

JA’KHARI AND PEPPER, TWO KIDS FROM A HUMAN 
SETTLEMENT KNOWN AS THE BLOKS, HAVE ALWAYS 

DREAMED OF BECOMING MONARCHS. JA’KHARI, 
A KID WITH IMMENSE STRENGTH AND HIS FRIEND 

PEPPER, A LOUD-MOUTHED CHEETAH BOY, HAS 
STARTED BEEF WITH THE LOCAL BULLY JUG. 

WILL JA’KHARI BE ABLE TO BEST THE BRUTE OR 
WILL JUG SHUT THE BOYS UP FOR GOOD?

      FEATURED COMIC/GRAPHIC NOVEL  

“QUEEN”
Ink and Ink on Paper, 8.5x11” by Craig Carter
craigctheartist.carbonmade.com
IG & TW | @craigctheartist

http://www.urbanshogun.com
http://craigctheartist.carbonmade.com
http://instagram.com/craigctheartist


DDF: Do you think this series could be like a Living Single 2.0? How do you think it will 
represent Black culture?  
GG: We stand on their shoulders for sure. To watch a show centered around Black women 
during the 90’s was revolutionary, and our show is revolutionary.
JB: We hope to see depictions of the Black experience because Black people come in so many 
forms, shapes, colors, and personalities. We all deserve representation.

WITH THE SUCCESS OF ITS FIRST SEASON, TWENTIES HAS BEEN 
GREENLIT FOR A SECOND SEASON, CONTINUING THE PARTNERSHIP 
OF LENA WAITHE AND BET. IT LOOKS LIKE THE ACTORS ARE 
GETTING THEIR WISH AS THEY CONTINUE TO STAND STRONG 
ON THE SHOULDERS OF POWERFUL SHOWS FROM BLACK TV’S 
PAST. YOU CAN CATCH THE SERIES ON ALL THE BET PLATFORMS. 

Twenties, Aims to Stand Strong on the Shoulders of Living Single (Cont’d from Page 11)
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Dapper Dr. Feel is a burgeoning Southern gentleman looking for love in all the wrong places while applying to medical 
school. He volunteers with autism awareness projects and hopes to mentor other young Black men. Join him on facebook 
and twitter at @DapperDrFeel.

MOVE YOUR BODY 

This may come as a contradictory starting point, but one way to move the body is to be still. 
Teaching our children the art of stillness, of breathing deeply, and of listening to their bodies 
is one that will help them for the rest of their lives. It is imperative that our youth know what 
their bodies feel like and are comfortable in the still silent moments for it is there that they 
can connect to their Higher Selves. Encourage meditation and meditate with your child as 
often as time and space permit. There are many studies that show evidence of mindfulness as 
an important tool for children to learn to gain better control of their emotions and to learn to 
master them.
Yoga is another great way to encourage mindfulness in the children we love. Sharing with them 
some basic balancing techniques or yoga poses can be a fun way to ensure that our children 
are thinking about their bodies, their breath, their inner balance, and outer expansion. There 
are many yoga apps, videos, and books that are specified for and even done by children. If you 
don’t have a mat, put a towel or blanket down, take a deep breath and get started. Encourage 
your child to have fun.
Finally, exercise!!! A wise person once said (don’t ask me who), “too much of a good thing is too 
much of a good thing.” I started by sharing that children can “move” their bodies by being still 
and focusing on their breath. However, too much stillness is not good. Balance is essential in 
all areas of life and this is no different. Daily movement is still good. Encourage your child to 
jump around, play, dance, or make up dances to their favorite songs, jump rope (on cardboard 
if you are in an apartment), etc. There are many ways to move but find one for at least thirty 
minutes each day for your child to engage in. This will ensure that they are healthy and well, 
inside and out. 

MOVE YOUR SPIRIT 

Connection to family and ancestors is a way that we can reconnect our children to their spiritual 
selves. Although we live in an ever-changing world that is churning new ways to emit fear and 
spawn self-doubt, we can affirm our children by reminding them of who they are and who they 
come from. Energy is never created nor destroyed and children, especially young children, have 
a unique connection with the ancestral world as well as other realms. Many call this innocence, 
but, in a sense, children have not lost the abundant mindset that we often lose as adults. So 
as children are still in that space, use this time to connect them to their ancestors, affirm 
them daily in their spiritual growth and development, use the tools of stillness and movement 
aforementioned to support their balance, and above all listen when they share their revelations. 
Children are often channels to the beyond and if we encourage them in their youth, they will 
become strong and healthy Spirits.
Although these tips are named in support of children who are learning remotely, these are 
items that I think we can all benefit from no matter our age. Continue to heal during this time 
and my deepest love and empathy to those who have had loved ones transition during these 
unprecedented times. 

Janelle Naomi is a passionate educator of ten years who has taught in preschool, elementary school, and 
middle school. Keep up with Janelle’s endeavors via her website JanelleNaomi.com. | @JanelleNaomi

Help the Children Move in a Time of Stillness (Continued from Page 12)

http://twitter.com/DapperDrFeel
http://JanelleNaomi.com
http://instagram.com/janellenaomi


A Taste of T Beauty Supply | www.atotsalonbeauty.com
   Your beauty and grooming needs at your fingertips. Use code BEAUTY493 for 10% off

A Taste of T Salon | www.atotsalon.com
   A private suite salon, specializing in locs, hair color, and wig repair services

Elan by Uri. | www.elanbyuri.com
   Home decor company offering tableware, custom pillows and design services

Adeyemi Artistry | www.adeyemiartistry.com
   The place for your poetic greeting cards and poetry/creative writing programming for the youth

Lovely Leo Skincare | www.lovelyleoskincare.com
   Feed Your Skin with Lovely Leo Skincare’s Heavenly Whipped Body Butters - @lovelyleoskincare

IcyConnections | www.icyconnections.com
   Tailor-made garments with show-stopping appeal - @icyconnections_store

Black Beard Brigade Grooming Co. | www.blackbeardbrigade.com
   Offering the perfect solution leaving your skin and beard looking healthier than ever

Ancestral Strands | www.ancestralstrands.com
   Braid shop and brand specializing in traditional and modern African Braid styles

Melanin On The Map | www.melaninonthemap.com
   An app dedicated to travelers of color for information, inspiration, and motivation to explore

Crown Inspired | www.instagram.com/crowninspired
   Crown Inspired™ is a lifestyle brand that produces parasols, umbrellas and detached hoods

Pink MahogHany Fragrances | www.pinkmahoghany.etsy.com
   A niche fragrance house, from personal fragrances to aromatherapy for both the home and vehicle

Your Queens | www.instagram.com/yourqueens.ent
   The first African Royalty Character and Costume Entertainment Company

Bronx Bound Books | www.bronxboundbooks.com 
   Bronx Bound Books is a bookmobile traveling to various locations hosting literacy events

Lnee Research & Development | www.lneerd.org
   Offering professional development solutions for both job seekers and companies

Earthiopia Works | www.jashuasara.com
   High quality, immersive arts-based events that are socially relevant and culturally sensitive

BLACK BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTS 3 2

“Eternally Prince”
TheOneWillFocus
@TheOneWillFocus
TheOneWIllFocus.com

http://www.atotsalonbeauty.com
http://www.atotsalon.com
http://www.elanbyuri.com
http://www.instagram.com/nappygirlnyc 
http://www.adeyemiartistry.com
http://www.ancestralstrands.com
http://www.everythingbtd.com
http://www.ancestralstrands.com
http://www.melaninonthemap.com
http://www.instagram.com/crowninspired
http://www.pinkmahoghany.etsy.com
http://www.instagram.com/yourqueens.ent
http://www.sevenessentialllc.com 
http://www.bronxboundbooks.com
http://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/travel-n-sh-t-podcast/id1438869765?mt=2 
http://www.lneerd.org
http://www.jashuasara.com
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Although we’re all Black every month, June hosts Juneteenth which celebrates the freedom of 
African descendants in America. It naturally hosts more events targeted towards celebrating 
our greatness in the most unapologetic fashion. As we’re being Blackitty Black, let’s complete 
the circle by hosting our events on a site curated for US. Melanating (MLN8NG.com) is the 
premier source for Black and Brown events. Whether you’re hosting an event or looking for 
events in your area to attend, you need to be checking on Melanating first.

We’re in the age of creating space for us to heal, educate, and party with one another without 
the gaze of whiteness so it naturally makes sense to have a place where we can scroll through 
events created for us. No sifting through pages and pages of events that look cool but you’re not 
sure if your attendance includes your curls or beard being assaulted by people who claim to not 
know better. You coullldddd take that goat yoga class or you could take More Floww Mondays 
with an instructor who knows what your mind and body need.

Will Focus, Melanating founder, commented, “There wasn’t a space that highlighted events 
that welcome Black people. I was tired of going to 
sites and searching forever for events hosted by or for 
Black people that I would be comfortable attending.” 
The struggle is real in most other aspects of our lives, 
but Melanating alleviates the stress of finding dope 
events for our community. 

If you’re interested in hosting your current or next 
live/virtual event, class, or workshop on Melanating, 
simply go to the site and Register for an account to 
Submit Your Event. When tickets are purchased for 
your event, you are paid out daily. You can find more 
information about hosting events on Melanating 
at MLN8NG.com/about. If your question wasn’t 
answered there, reach out to the Melanating team at 
MLN8NG.com/help.

WWW.MELANATING.COM

http://instagram.com/chefdellizhazell
http://instagram.com/travelnshit_
http://instagram.com/theonewillfocus
http://instagram.com/__brushqueen
http://instagram.com/fdapperdr
http://instagram.com/tajimagazine
http://instagram.com/earthiopian
http://facebook.com/cdnyc
http://instagram.com/janellenaomi
http://MLN8NG.com/about
http://www.MLN8NG.com/help


Download the free Vol 21 “Black Love” Wallpaper for Your Phone’s Home Screen at
tajimag.com/tajiwallpaper using code “SubscriberSquad”. Screenshot and tag @tajimagazine for 

a feature on our IG page.

Taji Mag digital subscribers receive a 15% discount at Taji 
Mag’s shop on all art prints and apparel using the code 
“clubsquad”. Click on tajimag.com/shop to redeem.

Taji Mag digital subscribers receive a 10% discount on 
TheOneWillFocus Art Prints using the code “taji10”. Click 
on theonewillfocus.com/store to redeem.

Taji Mag digital subscribers receive a 25% discount on 
kweliTV’s monthly subscription for two months using the 
code “kwelisummer25”. Click on kweliTV.com to redeem.

OUR AFFILIATE CLUB FEATURES EXCLUSIVE DEALS FOR OUR TAJI MAG 
DIGITAL SUBSCRIBERS. INDULGE IN BLACK EXCELLENCE!

AFFILIATES CLUB

ELEVATING BLACK BRANDS, NARRATIVES, AND IMAGERY
Subscribe Now on www.TajiMag.com
$5 Digital | $15 Print (+Shipping) 
@tajimagazine | @adornedintaji
#tajimag #adornedintajiroyals

http://tajimag.com/tajiwallpaper
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